Text: Deuteronomy 6:4-8
Subject: A Bad Impression
Objective: In this text today we will look at the importance of leaving a good impression versus a bad impression on the minds of our children and others.
Introduction: In the Old Testament God called the children of Israel not only to leave a good impression on other nations, but more importantly to leave a good impression on their own children. Sometime we fail to realize that we are teachers in every thing we do in front of our children. From putting on our clothes in the morning to taking them off at night. Jesus reaffirmed this principle when he instructed his disciples to go out and teach what I have taught you. Jesus also told them to practice what they preached. In essence he told them to make a good impression on the minds of the folk. We as Christians must realize that just like a child watches his parents, so the unbeliever watches the believer. And yet the lives we live leave a bad impression on our children and on the unbelievers mind.
First,

I. Let’s look at this word impression for it covers a lot of areas in our lives.
A. Impression comes from the root word impress
The dictionary defines impress as to stamp or imprint, to affect the mind or emotions of someone, or to fix in the memory. Now this word impress is one that we all are familiar with. For we all have wanted to impress someone. I remember as a little child wanting to impress little girls. I remember doing things to try to impress mom and dad. We want to do a good job at work sometimes to impress our employers, to get that promotion or that raise. Now at the same time we all have been impressed. Sis. Ross chose me because she was obviously impressed with something about me. Amen, I let it be known that Sis Ross came after me first, but I’m glad she did. Most of us get married because for the most part we were impressed with our spouses. Now after the wedding, sometimes they don’t seem to be so impressive. Things come out later that we did not know we were getting, yet we have to remember that those things we were impressed with are still there.
Now impression means to leave a mark or imprint, an effect produced on the mind, and also mimicking. “To leave a mark” Now if you’ve ever been in a fight you have either left an impression or you have received an impression. I have been in fights where I have left an impression, but I also have had impressions made on me. Amen

 Impression also has the same meaning as impersonation. This is where a person mimic’s or pretends to be someone else for a little while for show. This is what a lot of church folk do we pretend to be Christians for a little while. Amen We are Sunday Impressionist. The only thing about an impressionist is when you see them do the impression; it’s amusing because they sound just like the person. Yet the amusement leaves when the impression is over. Why, because you know that that is not really the person, it’s just an act. That’s why a lot of our children and unbelievers are not impressed with us; because they know it’s not real it’s a show. They know what we are going to do when we leave church, they know what we are going to do when we get home, and they know how we act when we are on our jobs.

B. Let’s look at  another word that stem from impress
Another word that comes from the root word impress is impressionable. The dictionary defines this word as easily impressed or sensitive. These are our children. When we are young we are impressionable all children are looking up to someone, I did and you did as well. That word sensitive is important. If something is sensitive then everything that it comes in contact with is going to affect it, our children are at a sensitive age. Everything we put in our children has to come out. We were taught in school that you are what you eat. When we go to the bathroom, what comes out is what we put in. 
C. We all have heard the phrase a first impression
There is a saying you never get a second chance to make a first impression. Sometimes what we see at first is not what it really seems to be. We have a habit of judging a book by its cover. If a young man has his pants sagging, we label him a thug. Could be the nicest young man you could meet, he’s just misguided in his wardrobe. On the other hand we can see a nice well mannered young lady, and say to ourselves she so nice, yet we can still be wrong. She can be the biggest hoochie momma in town. Everything is not what it seems to be, everything that looks good is not good, also everything that looks bad is not bad. That’s why God instructs us to test things by the spirit, for the flesh will fool us.
II. Let’s look at what is necessary to be a good impression
A.  We must respect and fear for God 
The book of wisdom proverbs teaches us that the fear of God is the beginning of knowledge. You can’t respect someone you don’t fear and you can’t fear someone you don’t respect. Now when we say fear sometimes we try to tie it in with being scared, but they have slightly different meanings. We as men are quick to say I'm not scared of anyone. We try making everything physical, yet so often times it’s not a beating we fear. We sometimes fear our bosses, not because they can beat us up, but because they have the power to fire us. Therefore we may not like them but we respect and fear them for their power over us. That is what we must have in God respect and fear for that power.
B. We must desire to be a good impression
We have to first want to do good to do good. A lot of us don’t care what we do in front of our children and other folk. We drink, smoke, we fornicate; commit adultery right in the house with our children. Then when they do it, they done broke our hearts, we as parents are quick to forget how we have acted. We say well this is my house; I pay the bills around here. That’s right we do pay the bills, and when our child acts up at school, that’s paying the bills, when our daughters get pregnant we are paying the bills, when our sons get hooked on drugs and alcohol we are paying the bills we created by not being a good impression.
C. We must have love in our hearts (Read v. 5)
God said if you love me you will keep my commandments. Love is the basis for God’s commandments. Just like us as parents our rules are for the good of the child. Sometimes they seem harsh, yet in the long run when we grow up we understand. We must have love in our hearts to do what thus says the Lord and be a good impression.
Lastly,
III. We must ask ourselves, which impression am I?
A. Well, what is a good Impression
A good impression is a Godly impression. This is the only way to leave a good mark on our children and others. If it is not of God then it is not good. If we take our children to church every Sunday, then when they grow and have children they too will take their children to church every Sunday. 
B. What is a bad Impression
A bad impression is simply to do that which is not of God. And if it is not of God it is of Satan. So much of the world fed on bad impressions. A lot of movie stars, singer, rappers, professional sports players and political figures we and our children admire do not set a good impression on our minds. Most of them promote sex, drugs and alcohol. Yet we allow these individuals lead us and our children astray. Why, because we as parents and Christians do not imprint that good Godly impression in their minds.
C. When should we make an impression (Read v. 7)
Verse 7 lets us know that in all things we are making an impression on our children. This verse tells us to teach in the home and out in the world. We have a habit of leading double lives. We are this way at home and another in the public. God says a double minded man is unstable in all his ways. It even goes as far as to let us know that when we lay down at night and when we rise in the morning we are still to be teaching our children. God wants us to teach our children so that they can teach their children. We must realize that we pass curses as well as blessing down from one generation to the next. And its in our best interest to pass down blessings. And we do that by doing God’s will, keeping his commandments and being a good impression.

(Read v. 8)

We need to put God’s word in our children so that it will show in how they carry themselves. This verse simply wants us to understand that what we teach our children will show when they are not among us. There is a saying “when the cat’s away the mouse will play”. We have to teach our children and the unbeliever that in this saying we are the mouse and God is the cat. And the cat is never away, God is always there, watching what we do.

Conclusion: We all make an impression on someone else’s life. The only question is are we a good or are we a bad impression. And we all know what kind of impression we are. That’s why we say stuff like do what I say not what I do. When I found out my son was smoking cigarettes, I had to partly blame myself, why, because I smoked and even though I told him not to, I still left that bad impression on his mind. We as parents and Christians must remain mindful of the impressions we leave on our children and unbelievers. For God will hold us all responsible for the bad as well as the good impressions we made.
We thank God for his word, which we stand on.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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