Text: 
John 9:1-7 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.
      Subject: 
A Mess That Became A Message
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters in this text we will examine the fact that all of us were born a mess. For Job 14:1 says, Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of (Mess) trouble. Even in our text the disciples asked Jesus why was this man born blind or born a mess. But when we come in contact with Jesus our MESS becomes a MESSAGE!
Introduction:
Being a MESS is something we all can identify with, we all have     messed up at some point in our lives. I know I was a mess, and my wife can attest to that fact. Even many of you remember when I was a mess. But every since I met a man named Jesus my life hasn’t been the same. In fact I can stand here today and give this message because God has took my MESS and turned it into a MESSAGE.

When I was a mess no one really cared what I thought. Just like this blind man in our text. No doubt folk passed him up time after time, but never stopped to have a conversation with him. But we will see in the text that after he was given his sight, all of a sudden folk want to acknowledge him and ask him questions. Ever noticed how folk won’t give you the time of day until they find out you got some money?

When you were a mess no one bothered, but now that you are a message, folk want to be around you. I believe that after he got his sight, the folk who he was living with had to put on some clothes. Yeah, when he was blind they could do whatever in front of him. But now, they have to watch what they do around him because now he can see them.

It’s like a Pastor who had his spiritual eyes opened, before the folk in the church could do anything. They could walk around with their sins uncovered. But when you come around a man of God that can see your mess, we try to cover up some stuff. Amen

A Mess That Became A Message
Can I call on a few witnesses?

I am reminded of the 10 lepers, ever noticed how folk in a mess hang with other folk in a mess. There is a saying “Misery loves company”. Men that are adulterers hang with other men that are adulterers. Women that don’t have a man hang with other women that don’t have a man. Children that are disobedient hang with other children that are disobedient, and the list goes on and on.

The 10 lepers saw Jesus from afar off, and simply asked Him to have mercy on them. And because they came to Jesus, they were transformed from “A MESS TO A MESSAGE”.

What about, the women who had an issue of blood for twelve long years? The bible records that she was a mess, no one wanted to be around her because she was sick and she was broke, but she came in contact with Jesus and she was transformed from “A MESS TO A MESSAGE”.

Even the woman who was caught in the act of adultery, they brought her to Jesus to stone her for her MESS. How many of us are condemning folk for the MESS they are in, but not considering the MESS we are in. Many women look down on the women walking the streets prostituting their bodies. But what about the women that say to themselves, “He is not getting me in bed until he takes me to a movie and diner”. So when he takes you to diner and a movie and you go to bed with him, you did not get cash money, but you got paid.

But this woman caught in the act of adultery, was brought to the one who came to deal with our MESS. And Jesus transformed “HER MESS TO A MESSAGE”.

           Text:   Lets’ go to our text:

John 9:1-2 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?
How often have we said stuff, like I was born like this? I was born with a bad attitude, I was born with a lying tongue, I was born a whoremonger, etc.

But if we go on to verse (3) we find that we were born a MESS, so God could clean us up.

John 9:3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.

How many of us are trying to hold on to our MESS and God is trying to transform your MESS to a MESSAGE? The scripture declare that the man was born blind, so the power of God could be seen to others. God is trying to work a miracle for you to reach someone else. He wants to turn your “MESS to a MESSAGE”.

John 9:8-10 The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he. Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened?

Here are his neighbors that did not even speak, but now they see him in a new light. When you were walking the streets, no one paid you any mind, but when they see you driving now you are worthy to speak to.

The man born blind became a living message he hasn’t said anything in the text yet. How many know you don’t have to say a word when become a message. Folk will recognize a change in you and ask you what happened.

Now he speaks to them:

John 9:11-12 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight. Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not.

Noticed they asked her Jesus was, and the man told them he did not know. The reason the sought Jesus was because they were in a mess too. How often do we see people that look like they got it together, but deep down inside they are a mess? 

His neighbors saw what he had and desired to have it themselves. Like when someone sees you in some shoes and asks you where did you get them. Why? Because they want a pair themselves. 

The best way to get someone to come to church is to be. The blind man did not change his address, but his lifestyle and countenance changed. How many of us are going to church and your neighbor hasn’t seen a change?

Let’s fast forward to the blind man’s message:

Many of us are familiar with this scripture and know that blind man was taken to the Pharisees, who represented the church. And they inquired of him and his parents, but his parents acknowledged that he was their son and indeed he was born blind, but they opened the door for the man to speak for himself.

John 9:23 Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him.

Notice the word age, if we take the word MESSAGE and break it in half, we MESS & AGE. That word age means you have grown. (Somebody say grow up!)

Many of us are not a message because we won’t grow up. Minister Foreman told me recently that he saw a tape of me preaching a few years ago and said I am totally different. I told him, I have grown since then. I have my AGE now, so when to take MESS and add AGE, you get MESSAGE.

Here is the MESSAGE form the blind man:

John 9:24-25 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner.  He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.

The blind man simply said, I don’t know the scriptures like you all, but this one thing I know, whereas I was a MESS, but now I am a MESSAGE.

I don’t know about you but I remember when I too was blind. That’s why I love “Amazing Grace” which says “I once was lost but now I’m found, was blind but now I see”.

Anybody been blind, but came in contact with Jesus and now you can see? Anybody been sick and Jesus healed your body? Anybody been bound by sex, drugs, and alcohol and Jesus set you free?

Then you were “A Mess That Became A Message”
Conclusion: 
And as I take my seat, the conclusion of the matter is this: God already knows the MESS you are in. But He wants you to know the MESS you are in. What do you mean, until we acknowledge that we are in a MESS, God can’t move on our behalf.


The biggest problem we have is denial; we are usually the last one to come to grips with the fact that we are a MESS. Everyone else can see our MESS but us.

And once we acknowledge our MESS, Jesus is here waiting for us to come to HIM, so he can take us from “A MESS TO A MESSAGE!”

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

He will turn your MESS to a MESSAGE”

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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