          Text: 
Romans 1:7-11 (Key verse 11)

Romans 1:7-11 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;  Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;

      Subject: 
A Spiritual Deposit
   Objective: 
In this text we will examine the fact that just as we deposit our money in the bank, God is trying to make deposits into our spirits. We will also come to the conclusion that God also has a system to process the spiritual deposits, so we might be able to use them for the body of Christ.
Introduction:
In this text, Paul is excited because God has deposited something in his spirit for him to in turn deposit it in the Christians at Rome. And as pastors we are like unto Paul, in so much as when God deposits into our spirits, it’s not only for us, but also that we make a spiritual deposit in your spirit. And we can’t deposit into your spiritual account, if our spiritual account is empty. Amen


When we come to the house of God, we should be expecting God to impart or deposit into our spirit. But in order for us to receive a spiritual deposit we must first worship God in spirit and in truth. Amen


Yesterday at the Praise & Worship Seminar, we praised and worshipped God and God took out his spiritual deposit slips and began to deposit into our spiritual accounts. And sometimes, just like out bank accounts, they get low and we need a deposit. Amen


Again God is constantly trying to deposit into our spiritual accounts. But many times the problem is we are not open for business.  Are we open for business?

There was a time when God only deposited into the man of God, but we are in a day where God is depositing into the spirit of all His people. 

Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:

This is why I am always open for business, we never know when or who; God will use to make a spiritual deposit into our account. Many times we miss our deposit or our blessing, because we are not receptive to a certain person in the church. Amen

The bank has regular business hours and we have to get there in those hours of business if we want to make a deposit. 

But the problem we present to God is that many of us are only open on Sundays between 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. So we miss all those other deposits the Lord is trying to impart in our spiritual accounts. Some of us open us on Wednesday nights at bible study, and some of us are just at bibles study. Amen we have the open sign in the door, but we are not really open for business.


But for those of us that are open all day, all week, we have a spiritual abundance, so we may in turn deposit into others spirits, by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. This is why it is important for us as Christians to get apart from the issues of life daily, that we may get the spiritual deposits we need to support the inner man or the spiritual man.


Now the bank also has a night deposit box. In case you can’t get there within regular business hours, you can’t make our deposit in the night deposit box. But the deposit won’t be available for use until the next business day.


And God uses the night deposit as well. At night when we are sleep, God is still awake and He is still filling out spiritual deposit slips. How does God deposit into our night deposit box, in dreams and in visions. Remember God said we shall have dreams and visions. (You may have gotten a spiritual night deposit last night)

God often uses my night deposit box, even though we are open for business through the day, God has so much he wants to give us until he makes a night deposit into our spirit. And just like the natural bank, it does not show up in our account until the next day. A bank clerk has to take our deposit slip and process our deposit so the funds will be available in our account.


And how does the bank clerk know what account to apply the funds to? There is an account number given to you and only you. And those of us who have accepted Jesus Christ as our personal savior, we have a spiritual account opened in our spiritual name with our account number. And when God sends a deposit it has our account number on it and can’t anyone else get it. (What God has for me is for me!)

And the natural is a just a copy of the spirit, in fact everything happens in the spirit first and the natural has to catch up with the spirit. Amen

Often times we have to meditate on our night deposits, our dreams and visions, so the Holy Spirit can process that deposit, so it will show up in our spiritual account. We can’t use that spiritual deposit until it is processed and we have a clear understanding on hat God meant. 

God said in Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 

If we don’t understand the spiritual deposit then it won’t be available to us and when we need something in the spirit, we sometimes find that our account is empty. Because we failed to let the Holy Spirit process our deposits.


The reason we need spiritual deposits is because God is a spirit and when we accept Christ as our personal savior we become spiritual beings. Once we are born again, or born of the Spirit, what becomes most important to us should be spiritual things. Why because the natural will all be destroyed, but the spirit lives forever. So it behooves us to build our spiritual accounts versus our natural accounts. For when we leave this life, we are going to leave that which is in the bank, but that which is the Spirit we keep for all eternity.


This is why God tells us to lay up treasures in heaven. Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.


The question now is, where lies your treasure? Is it in heaven or in the bank? Many of us as Christians depend more on our jobs than we do God. We spend the majority of our time laying up treasure here on earth, but little time laying up spiritual treasures, that are eternal.


There are going to be some folk who get into heaven, but they won’t have any treasures, why because they did not lie up any treasures in heaven. If we would not need treasures in heaven, then God would not tell us to lie them up. The old folk use to say, “I’m sending up my timbers”.

Text:   (Read Key verse Romans 1:11)! 

Romans 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;

As God used Paul in this text, He is still using men and women of God to impart or deposit into our spiritual accounts. But the key is to be open or receptive to what the spirit is speaking into our spirit. 

But we must be aware that the adversary is trying to make a deposit as well. This is where the spiritual gift of discernment is helpful, when we can divide that which is good for the spirit and that which is not, and keep that which is good by the Holy Spirit. 

2 Timothy 1:14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. If we allow the Holy Spirit to do His job, He will be our clerk and only deposit what should go in our spiritual account.

Conclusion: 
And as I close, in 1 Corinthians 12:1-12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
We must in the end understand that we all have separate spiritual accounts, but they are all for the benefit for one account and that account is the Body of Christ. Your spiritual gift is not just for you it is for everyone else in the church.



INVITATION

The first step to getting a spiritual deposit is to open and account. If you have not accepted Jesus as your personal savior, then your account is not open. You can open an account today, all you have to do is believe in thine heart and confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and though shall be saved, and your account will be opened in the name of Jesus.

Maybe you have closed your account and want to reopen, you want to rededicate your life, God says He is always open for business, just come.

Maybe your account is open, but you have let it get low. You can receive a deposit today, by the Holy Spirit…

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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