          Text: 
Acts 26:24-28
      Subject: 
Almost A Christian
   Objective: 
In this text we will identify with King Agrippa that many folk are almost persuaded to follow Christ. But as Paul said we must be all together in Christ instead of almost.
Introduction:
We all are familiar with almost. For we all have almost done something. Many of us have almost given someone a piece of our minds. Many of us have almost stopped fornicating. We have almost stop drinking and drugging. We have almost stop lying and gossiping. We have almost quit committing adultery until we found out the preacher is doing it too. We have almost quit shacking, until we found out momma and daddy did too. We almost stop going to the casino, but somebody came by and said come on I’ll give you some money to play. We have even almost stop going to church. So much going on in the house of God until we almost quit coming. But thank God we held out. There was even a time in my life when I almost died, but God said no. We all have almost done something. But when it comes to accepting Christ, almost won’t do.

            Body:
Many Before we go into these verses, we must understand that Paul                                   has been imprisoned and is going before King Agrippa to appeal his case. But what I like about Paul is he does not begin to preach to King Agrippa. He does not begin to tell him about Daniel in the Lion’s den. He does not tell him about the three Hebrew boys being thrown in the fiery furnace. Paul tells King Agrippa his testimony.


It was Paul’s testimony that almost persuaded the King. You see its not our preaching and story telling that persuades others to give their lives to Christ, it’s our testimony. Folk in the world don’t want to her about some one thrown in a Lion’s den, they are in the streets and looking for a way out. The fact that Daniel laid his head on one lion and put his foot on another and went to sleep is not paying their light bills. 

The story of the three Hebrews being thrown in the fiery furnace is good for those who have already accepted Christ, but they are not throwing folk in the fiery furnace anymore. Folk want to know how to get off drugs; folk want to know how to stop whoremonging, Momma’s want to know how to get their daughters to stop prostituting. God delivers us so we can bear witness, that someone us might be delivered.

We can tell the story of Daniel in the lion’s den, we can tell the story about the fiery furnace. But we can only bear witness or testify to that which we have experienced. Folk in the world want to know what God has done for you. If God has not done anything for you, then how can we persuade them that God will do something for them?

Amen, Pastor Johnson. You see I know that my Pastor had a heart attack, and God moved on his behalf. And I can tell you the story. But only Pastor can give his testimony. You see don’t nobody know like I know, and don’t nobody know like you know. God has done something for all of us, we all have a testimony, but everybody won’t testify.

But Paul was one who told the world what God had done for him. You see God wants a witness. Even the angels where created to bear witness to the power of God. The only way we can minister to anyone is to be a witness. If we have never been on drugs, then how can we be a witness that God can deliver someone from drugs? If we have never been married then how can we counsel someone who is married? We must be a witness; we must have a testimony in order to minister to the needs of the people.

It’s our testimonies that show folk that God does and can deliver them. We need to put off some of these choir days, youth days, pack a pew rallies, these singing programs and have some testimony programs. 

Notice Paul did not have a devotional scripture and prayer. Paul did not sing an inspirational song. Paul simply begins to give his testimony. It will blow us way to see how the power of God moves though our testimonies. We have testimony time at New Faith and we are watching it grow before our eyes, it takes our worship service to another level. 

God’s ears are itching to hear our testimonies. God wants and deserves His glory!

(Let’s look at verse 24)!

Here Festus has in essence declared Paul to be crazy due to too much education. You know how we call folk crazy who have went to college got their degrees, Masters, Doctorates and seem to have lost their common sense.  

Festus knew that Paul was a Pharisee and the Pharisees were the learned men. They went to the universities and were educated in the scriptures and the law. So he did like we do and called him crazy from too much knowledge.

But in verse 25, Paul responds to Festus and says I am not crazy. I speak the truth of a sober mind. When we speak the truth, those who don’t know the truth call us crazy. They can’t help it.

Paul said he is sober minded. You see two drunks can sit and talk all day. But you get a drunk with a sober minded person and somebody is going to be called crazy.

The things that God done for Paul were supernatural things, and those who only know of the natural can’t understand. And what we don’t understand we call crazy.

(Read v. 26)!

Paul said this thing was not done in a corner. Meaning this thing was done openly. How many of us are doing stuff in secret and think we are giving God glory. We have all these secret meetings, we have our secret initiatives in the community, we say we are helping folk, but don’t nobody know who you are helping. But we say we are giving God the glory. 

God did not say minister in secret, he said pray in secret and I will reward you openly. But the only time we really pray is in the open, when the church is full then we can pray. Can’t pray at the house, we don’t pray in secret, but we still want a blessing.

We have it backwards, we want to be rewarded openly, but we don’t want to give Him glory openly.

God does not get glory from us preaching in secret. God don’t want us calling folk over in a corner going (Dramatized) -Psst, Psst, Hey come her, the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life…(Ad lib) God wants us to be bold for Him and just tell the world the truth. If you don’t accept Christ as your personal saviour, you are going to hell.

You see Christ did not die in a corner. Christ was crucified on a hill for all to see. So when the church goes in a corner, we say that Jesus did not die for the world, he died for this corner over here. And you got to get in this corner, you have to join this church, you have to believe this doctrine to be saved.
Paul was persuasive and an effective witness because he never went in a corner. Paul was the same everywhere he went. Paul had the same message everywhere he went, and that was Christ. In fact most of the time Paul’s message got there before he died. We ought to be so predictable that folk will know we are about to talk about Jesus. All here come Bro. King, I know what he talking about, I’m going this way. This is the kind of witness Paul was, and he persuaded others because he was persuaded.

The only way we can convince someone else, we first but we convinced ourselves. We have folk claiming to be Christians who don’t even know what it means to be one. We have preachers preaching the gospel and don’t even know what the gospel is.

(Read v. 27)!

You see King Agrippa believed in the scriptures. He believed the prophets. But this stuff Paul was talking about had not been written. And many of us are like Agrippa, we can believe what is written but that which is not in the bible we dismiss. You see the bible is not all there is to this thing. There is more to Christianity than what is written in the scriptures. There are some spiritual things we learn that are not written in the bible. Sometimes we have to stop reading the bible and let the bible read us.

(Read v. 28)!

Somebody say Almost a Christian.

We have preachers in the pulpit who are preaching one thing and practicing another. They are almost preachers. 

We have Deacons who can pray until the cows come in. They know the letter, but don’t have an ounce of spirit. They are almost deacons. 

We have ushers who hold the door, they know when to let folk in the service, they know how to usher folk around the collection plate, but they don’t know how to smile in the house of God. They are almost ushers.

We have choir member who only want to sing on certain songs. They don’t want to come to rehearsal. They don’t want to pay their dues. Can’t do what the director says, but they want to sing praise to the Lord. They are almost choir members.

We have to understand that it’s one thing to be a saved and another to be a Christian. Just because you have accepted Christ, does not mean you can call yourself a Christian. Christianity is s way of life; it means you are like Christ. And last time I checked Christ was not a whoremonger, Christ did not gossip and spread lies. I don’t what Christ you are following, but the Jesus I know didn’t do that stuff you are doing.

Some of us are ALMOST CHRISTIANS, but we have not become fully persuaded yet. Next time we see our brothers in sisters acting unchristian like, just say (Hey Agrippa). Because they haven’t been persuaded.

Conclusion: 
And as I close, Let us remember that almost won’t do. It either all or nothing when it comes to the Lord. God wants and deserves our whole heart.


For Christ did not almost redeem man, He did.


Jesus was not almost birthed into this world, He was.


Jesus did not almost heal the sick, raised the dead and cast out devils, He did.


They did not almost wipe our Lord and saviour, they did. And by His stripes we are healed.


He did not almost go to the cross for our sins, He did.


Jesus did not almost give His life for us, He did.


He did not almost go to the grave, he did.


And on that third day morning, God did not almost raise Christ form the dead, He did.


Therefore, since Christ gave His all, we should give our all the Him.


And if you are one of those who are almost persuaded, I encourage you to accept Jesus while you have the opportunity. 

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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