          Text: 
Matthew 8:3, Matthew 14:31, & Matthew 20:34
      Subject: 
An On Time God Deserves An On Time People
   Objective: 
Today we will examine the need for us to be as on time for God as He is for us. You should have noticed that in each of these verses, there is the word immediately. And the word immediately is written in the bible 55 times, which bears witness to God being and on time God. And we do not have a problem telling God to come right now. For we know he is a right now God, but are we right now people?

Introduction:
We sing songs like ‘He’s an on time God’. But we never sing that we are on time for God. We can witness to the fact that God is on time. But can we say that we are on time for God. 

Being on time at work seems to be much easier than being on time for church services. Oh we eventually get here, but seldom are we on time. And by on time we really mean ahead of time. In order to be on our jobs at 8:00 we have to be there a little before.

And God is one who is also ahead of time. For we know that God is above time and that he is everywhere at the same time. So before we even get here God is already in the house. 

(Read Matthew 8:3)!

And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

When this man asked Jesus to heal him. Jesus did not hesitate. He said I will, and the scripture says immediately the man was cleansed.

How many times have we prayed to God and He came when we called? Yet when God calls on us we run, and we run and we run until we just get tired. 

God was on time when he delivered us; He was on time when he blessed us, so why can’t we be on time for Him.
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(Read Matthew 14:31)!

 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 

Here again we see that immediately Jesus moved when there was a need.  I think we can all agree that there is a need to come to church on Sunday morning. We can even agree that we need to come to bible study. But we can’t seem to get our lives to agree with the need.

It seems we put everything else ahead of God. We say we’ll get there when we get there. They are not going to start on time anyway. And that’s usually because there is no one there to start on time. 

We can seem to get up early for everybody but the Lord. We can be on time to work we can get up early in the morning before day to go fishing. We can get up early on Saturday morning to do our shopping. This past Holiday some folk got up before day to get to the stores to beat the rush of folk on the big sale day. But just a couple days later, still they could not get to church on time. It’s something wrong with that when we say we serve an on time God.

(Read Matthew 20:34)!
So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed him.

Here again Jesus had compassion immediately and these received their sight. How many times have folk asked us for help and we told them we had to think about it. Already knowing that we are able to help them. Be we seem to forget how God was on time for us when we called momma and daddy and they immediately us what we needed. We forget how God was on time when we ask so in so for a few dollars and they did not say a word, they just went in their pockets.

God wants to use us to be on time for someone else, just like he used someone else to be on time for us.
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Sometime our blessings are late because we are late. We are always late for God and we wonder why he has not moved for us, because we have not moved for Him.

A lot of times God sits and waits for us to do something. We just sit there so God just sits there. We do the same thing to one another. If you are not going to take out the garbage, neither will I. All the while the garbage is pilling up. 

And this is where many of us are today. We won’t even take out our own garbage. We want God to clean us up, but we do not want to help. God is not going to do it all we have to take out some of our own garbage. We are the ones that put the garbage in our lives, and we have a part to play in taking the garbage out.

When God was giving me this message I began to think back on the times when I was late for God. Even now and then our lights would get cut off. And because I was late for God, He was sometimes late for me. God would bless me to get my lights back on, but sometimes we had to be without lights until the next day.

I use to be late for God, but now that I have made up in my mind to be on time for God, my lights don’t get cut off any more. 

Since I have discovered that God deserves my promptness, I am here before time. We must understand that God did not tell us what time to come to church. God did not put Sunday School 9:30 AM on our sign, we did. God just agreed to be here. We set the time and the place God just said I’ll be there.

And at 9:30 AM on Sunday morning He is here, but guess who is not. 

We want God to come and see about us, but no one wants to come see about God. We say in our prayers, come and see about me. And we want Him to come right now! (We all have said “come right now lord”). We sing, “Come on in the room”. He is a doctor in a sickroom. Amen

God is getting tired of coming to our house and we can’t come to His. If I keep coming by to see you, and you never come by my house to see me, eventually I am going to wonder if you even care about me. And I may even stop coming by as often as I use to.

Some may say well where is God? If He came tour house then where do we go to visit Him? Yes God is at home. When I look for a person the first place we look is at their house. And if we want to visit them we go to their house. So if we want to visit God then we go to His house. And God‘s house is the church.
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If we looked at it the same way we looked at our jobs, then we would be on time for God. We are on time for God, because we do not want our checks to be late. Oh we will still get paid on payday, but the digits will reflect our being late. And if we don’t punch a clock because we are on a salary and we keep being late, then soon one payday will be your last payday. 

Even when we go to the movies, if the movie starts at 7:00 PM, we don’t wait until 6:30 to leave, we plan to be there by 6:30 PM. Why?

Because we do not want to miss part of the movie. Plus we have to get our ticket, get some popcorn, nachos, drinks, etc.

And when we get to church after service has started, guess what? We miss part of our blessing. And I have decided not to miss anymore of my blessings, and I am not going to let anything or anybody else make me miss my blessing. 

If Sis. Ross is not ready when it is time to get to church, then I will leave. God has blessed us to have more than one vehicle and I don’t want him to take one of them. This is how we have to start thinking. “For the Lord God giveth and the Lord God taketh away” He gave it to us on time and He can take it on time.

Conclusion: 
As I close let us admit that we have been late when it comes to the things of God. And then let us pledge our promptness to be on time for God as He is on time for us. And we must put forth the same effort we do to getting everywhere else on time, to getting to the church on time as well.


When Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary, He was not late nor was He early. For if we search the scriptures we will find that Jesus came right on time.


For when Jesus comes back he will be on time but many will be late. Many will be almost there. They will be right at the point of accepting Him, but then it will be too late. There is an appointed place we must be when Jesus returns.

And when we find ourselves late and behind time in the things of God remember An On Time God Deserves An On Time 

People.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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