          Text: 
Luke 17:11-19
      Subject: 
Are You The Nine Or Are You the One?
   Objective: 
In this text we will discover that the majority of folk that the Lord delivers are ungrateful. Sometimes I think we feel as if we have done God a favor by allowing Him to bless us.
Introduction:
We have here another account of Jesus healing the sick. But he did not heal just one person; the scripture shows us that he healed ten lepers at the same time. Now the doctor can only treat one patient at a time, can I get a witness? But we see doctor Jesus treating the ten together. I know a doctor has never treated me with nine other folk in the room being treated at the same time.
             
Someone said he’s a doctor in a sick room. But if you don’t have any   medical insurance or some money the doctor down here won’t treat you, he may see you, but if you can’t pay him he won’t treat you. What I like about Doctor Jesus is you don’t need any insurance, your money is no good, but Jesus said your faith is enough. And you don’t have to have a whole lot of it, just a little faith will do.

Let’s look at this disease that the ten had.  Now just like we have today there were many other diseases that people were afflicted with. But to have leprosy was the worst disease you could have. If you were a leper you could not be in so many feet of another person who did not have leprosy. 

Now they were together because they had something in common. We are together know because we have something in common. The drug addicts and the alcoholic are together because they have something in common. There is a saying “That birds of a feather flock together”. 

The lepers couldn’t even be with their own families. They could only be around other lepers. And we too as Christians can’t be with the world and be with Christ. If we say we are Christians then we should be with Christian folk. 

The lepers even had to hang a bell around their necks, so that you could hear them before the turned the corner. This was a terrible disease.

              Body: (Read v. 12)!

The 12th verse says that they stood afar off, that let’s me know that you don’t have to be close to God for him to hear you. If you are lost in the world and your prayer is sincere then god hears you. You don’t have to be in the church for God to hear your prayer. If we had to be so right for God to hear then none of us would get a prayer through sometime.

The lepers knew that they could not get close to Jesus, so the scripture says they stood afar off and lifted their voices and said Jesus, Master have mercy on us. Sometimes we have to cry out to God. It seems sometimes we are afraid to lift our voice to God.

(Read v. 13)!

Notice they did not say heal our leprosy, they simply said Lord have mercy on us. Now that tells us that you don’t have to spell it all out for God. God already knows your situation. Its not about the long prayers, God said his favor is not with a multitude of words, but with the sincere ness of the heart. Sometimes the best prayer that can come out of your mouth is simply Lord have mercy. He already knows what you want mercy for.

(Read v. 14)!

Now we see here were Jesus has told them to go to the priest. Now I can hear them saying to themselves, why is he sending us to the priest. They surely had been to the priest before, but the priest couldn’t heal them. In fact they could not even enter in the temple as lepers. But the scripture says they went anyhow. When God tells us to do something it may not make sense, but go on anyhow.

Now another reason he told them to go to the priest was to be a witness to the power of God. You see our deliverance is not just for us. We are to be living testimonies to the power of God. What good is my deliverance if it can’t lead someone to their deliverance?

Now the scripture says that as they went, they were cleansed. Not before they moved or when they got there, but AS they went. They had to walk into their healing. Many of us are still sick because we won’t move. God has told many folk to go to their pastor, but they won’t go. We want God to heal us on our terms. We want to tell God how we want to be delivered.

Jesus was testing their obedience. The word of God tells us that obedience is better than sacrifice. You can give your tithe and your time, but if you are not obedient to the will of God in other areas of your life, you’re still missing the mark.

We see that as they moved they were healed, lot of folk like to say that I’m waiting on the Lord. But we see here that Jesus was waiting on the lepers to move. God has a blessing for all of us, but we don’t want to move. We have become a people that want something for nothing. We don’t want to give God any praise but we want God to bless us. We don’t want to pray but we want to be rewarded.

(Read verse 15)!

And one of them when he saw that he was healed turned back. Now this was a miraculous cure. You see leprosy wasn’t a disease on the inside of the body, it was a disease of the skin, and there were sores and boils on the body. But as they were on their way to the priest, I can see the sores disappearing from their bodies, were there was boils there were now smooth skin. Look at God. And God has worked miracles in our lives, but are we thankful?

He turned back with a loud voice glorifying God. Something tells me this one was shouting, while the others went on their way. It says with a loud voice, he glorified God. You see the same loud voice we used to cry our to God, is the same loud voice we must use to thank Him. We want to holler out to get god’s attention, but when he moves for us, we want to send Him a letter. We want to thank him in secret prayer. God delivered this one leper openly and he thanked him openly.

ARE YOU THE NINE OR ARE YOU THE ONE?

We ought to be able to glorify God everyday, but especially when he blesses us so. The scripture says he glorified with a loud voice. Some of us won’t even whisper Jesus, or Amen. We come to church and sit here like God has done nothing for us. We can get loud for everything else, but when it comes to the Lord, we seem to loose our speech.

(Read verse 16)!

The scripture says he was a Samaritan, now it points this out because the other nine were Jews. Now the Samaritans did not have the knowledge of God as the Jews had. Yet the Samaritan was the only one who came back to thank Jesus. Isn’t it funny how the folk who say they know God, won’t give him some praise? We come to church on Sunday and won’t even say Amen, when Jesus, who you say you know, is being preached. I know sometimes the truth hurts, but we won’t even say ouch.

The other nine, which were Jews, thought it their just do to be delivered, because Jesus was a Jew. Sometimes we take our family for granted. We think that because they are our kin that they are supposed to do stuff for us.

I have a good Pastor Aid here at New Faith. And every time they do something for me I thank them, and ask God to continue to bless them. Because just because they are my Pastor’s aid, don’t mean they have to aid me. They are supposed to but they don’t have to.

(Read verse 17)!

Jesus is asking where are the rest of them? God had healed all ten, but the other nine didn’t thank him. God is still asking that question today, where are the rest of the folk? We all see how God blesses other folk, our friend and our family members, but yet they won’t come to church and give God some praises. God is asking where are they?

Just yesterday me and my parents were talking about this particular person. How God has blessed them with this and with that. Got a new car and about to get another. Drawing a check and making money on the side. But still not giving God any of their time or money.

God knows where they are on Sunday morning, they are at the casino, and they are at home watching TV or washing their vehicles. But if they had any sense they would know that if it wasn’t for God they wouldn’t have any money to take to the casino, a TV to watch or a vehicle to wash.

When Jesus asked this question, the one couldn’t say anything, because he couldn’t speak for no one but himself. Like many of you I wish I could get all my friends and family to come to church, but I can’t. Like the one, everyone has to make up their own mind to come to the Lord. See I can’t get anybody in but Rev. Ross, mother can’t get me in, daddy can’t get me in, I had to make up my own mind. 
Notice before they were healed and afflicted with disease they had no problem calling on the name of Jesus. They scripture said they all lifted their voices. But know that everything is alright; they had other things to do. We can call on God when we get burdened down, but when everything is going well, we don’t seem to need God. You see the other nine were all right know. They got what they needed from the Lord.

And this is how some of us are. We come to church until we get our breakthrough and then we go back in the world. We pray for a job and when we get one we quit coming to church. Because we are all right now.

Now let’s look at where the other nine were headed. The scripture says that Jesus had told them to go show themselves to the priest. How the priest was in the temple or the sanctuary. Now these folk were on their way to church, and wasn’t even thankful unto God. On their way to the house of God with no thanksgiving in their hearts. What does Psalms 100 say? 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 

and into his courts with praise: be 

thankful unto him, and bless his name.

These nine were about to enter in with no thanksgiving or praise. So many of us come to church Sunday after Sunday and we are not even thankful for what God has done for us. You say well Rev. how you know I’m not thankful. You can’t be thankful when you set their with your arms folded, mouth stuck out, frowns on your face. Isn’t it funny how you feel shows on your face? You can tell the folk who came to praise God and the ones who just came.

(Read verse 19)!

Now we see that the one was healed by his faith, yet the other nine were healed also, but they were healed because of their obedience and by the power of God. There is more than one-way to be blessed, but if we be obedient to God and have faith, oh what a blessing God has for us.
Conclusion: 
And as I close, let us remember to be like the one and give God the thanks for what He ahs done for us. And let us not what until God blesses us to thank him daily, for God is truly worthy to be praised. A lot of times we miss out on our blessings because we won’t thank God for what he has already done in our lives.

And let’s be like the one, he did not worry about the other nine who did not turn back. You know some time we don’t do things because other folk don’t. If I can’t get anybody to thank God with me, like the one, I’m going to thank him all by myself. Kelsie sings a song that says “I’ll go if I have to go by myself”.
ARE YOU THE NINE OR ARE YOU THE ONE?
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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