          Text: 
Psalms 101 (Key verse 2)
      Subject: 
Behave
   Objective: 
In this text we will discover the necessity to be on our best behavior as Children of God, as well as the need to distance ourselves from those who behave unseemly.
Introduction:
When we send or let our children leave the house, it is second nature for us to them to behave. In fact just last night my wife told our daughter Kelsie to behave when she left our house to go to my sisters house. Now Kelsie is a good child and she knows how to behave. But even though we know how we should behave we still need reminding that we are expected to be on our best behavior.


When our children are away from the house they are in essence ambassadors of our home. They represent their parents and their behavior is a direct reflection on the behavior of their parents. So those parents who care about their image, want their children to behave themselves.


And we are God’s children and He wants us be also be on our best behavior. We represent Him when we leave His house, which is the church. He does not want us to just behave while we are at home. Oh we know how to behave at the house because we want to find favor with God. When we want something we know how to be on our best behavior. Amen


When we are out in the world God wants us to behave, because He does not want to hear anything about His children. In fact we sometimes say to our children, “don’t let me hear nothing”. 


And no doubt every time we do what we know not to do it gets back to our parents. Why? Because there is always someone who wants to accuse us of misbehaving. Even those whom we call our friends will tell on us when we do not behave.


And when we as Christians do not behave, Satan is there waiting to find fault with us so he can go back and tell God. Satan is the accuser, Revelation 12:10 says And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.


God gave me a revelation this morning. Satan is not walking this earth he is in high places. Satan has demons that walk this earth for him. He spends the majority of his time in the heavenly court. 


Satan is the accuser of the prosecutor. We know that Jesus is now seated on the right hand of the Father interceding for us. Jesus is on the right hand of God and Satan is on the left. And he waits for a report from his demons, and then he accuses us or makes his case against us because of bad behavior.


But thank God for Jesus our interceder, who is still asking the Father to forgive them for they know not what they do. Jesus says they are mine and I died for their sins. But what do we do to Jesus when we misbehave?


When we get a report that our children have misbehaved how do we feel. It does not make us fell good; it hurts us to know that our children are not behaving. And Jesus feels this same pain, in fact sometimes we even cry and so does our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. I remember one Sunday I couldn’t stop crying and the Lord spoke to me and said, this is how I cry because my people who are called by my name won’t behave.


God said if you love me you will keep my commandments. If you love me you will behave. Because of the sacrifice Christ made for us we should be on our best behavior as not to grieve Him.


(Behave!)

Body:   Let’s look at our text.



(Read v. 1-2)!

Here David tells God that he will behave himself, but most importantly he said I will behave myself within my own house. David knew he spent the majority of his time in his own house. The time we spend at home far out way the time we spend in the house of God. Some of us will behave in other folk’s house but not in our own.

If you really want to know folk behave, just go to their house. If you want to know how a church behaves go to their morning worship service. They can fool us in  the evening program because they know we are coming. In fact we also tell our children to behave we are having company over to the house. Amen

There are times when we are out with our spouses and we see them doing something we do not like. We see our wives talking to another man. It may have been an innocent conversation. Yet we may be burning up with anger, but we behave ourselves because we are at someone else’s house. But as soon as we get to our house, then the good behavior ends. In fact we probably don’t wait until we get home it starts in the car.

But David said I will set the standard in my own house. If we can behave at home, then it will show when we leave the house. You can tell a child who is taught to behave at home. And we can tell that one who is not. If a child does not have any home training then the world will train them.

This is the problem we have in the church. We do not train God’s folk how to behave. We baptize them, give them the right hand of fellowship and tell them to come to church on Sunday morning. But if we do not teach them how to behave, then how can we expect them to behave.

David set the example in his house. He did not say I will teach my house how to behave. He said I will behave myself within my house. David understood that it was not what he said, but it was what he did, that taught behavior.

As the head of my house and as the pastor of this church, I understand that if I do not behave, then how can I expect you to. And this is the attitude we all must take with our households. In fact many parents let their children misbehave, because they are misbehaving. And their conscience eats at them and they are not able to effectively parent their children because of the wrong that their children see them doing.

(Read v. 3)!

The first step to misbehaving is to see misbehavior. David said I will not set wickedness before mine eyes. Sin enters our minds through our eyes and we have to be careful what we look at and also what we allow our children to watch. The TV is teaching us how to misbehave.

TV has gotten to the point now to where there are certain cartoons we can’t let our children watch. Cartoons are cursing like the real life shows. Cartoons are having sex, drinking and drugging. 

(Read v. 4)!
How many of us know folk are wicked yet we continue to know them. That word know here in our next does not mean you just know their names. It means you deal with them; you hang with them even though you know they are not right. And if you hang around folk that misbehave, then you too will misbehave. Because those spirits will transfer, and you will find yourself doing the same things the wicked do.

(Read v. 5)!

David is talking about gossipers, those to talk about folk behind their backs. He said, “Whoso privily slandereth his neighbor”. That word privily means in private or behind the back. David said I will cut him off. And we should also cut folk off who want to come to us and slenderize someone else. When they open their mouths “child guess what I heard about so in so” we should cut them off. I don’t want to hear it. Because if I listen to what you are saying about them, then someone else is going to listen to what you are saying about me.

David is raising the standard in his house and the house of God. Saul may have allowed these things to go on. But David was made king to bring honor back before the eyes of Israel. 

This verse also talks about the proud. David said he would not suffer those who had a high look, or thought highly of themselves to be better than others. One thing that makes us misbehave is pride. 

1 Timothy 3:6 says Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 

1 Corinthians 10:12 says Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

Matthew 23:12 says And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased (or cast down); and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.

And David is letting us know that pride is something we should separate ourselves from. Letting prideful folk hang around will cause pride to creep in our house.

(Read v. 6)!

David is saying that even his servants had to behave. He said, “he that walketh in a perfect way shall serve me”. We cannot sit down and eat with anyone and we cannot let anyone serve us. 

When folk hire maids and nannies they want someone they can trust to do right when they leave the house. If I have to worry about you misbehaving when I’m gone then I need to look for another. I need to know my home will be how I left it when I return.

This is why I can’t let any preacher come in here and speak. We must be careful who we let speak into our lives. If I leave and let another preacher come in and preach, I need to trust that everything and everybody will be the way I left them upon my return. If I come back and some folk are missing. If I come back and something or someone is out of place. Then I had a bad servant in the house.

(Read v. 7)!

One of the strongest spirits in the house of God is a lying spirit. Davis said he that deals in deceit and lying will not dwell in my house. Oh we can’t stop lying folk from coming in. But we can stop them from dwelling. I might let you in my house once, but I do not have to keep letting you in.

If you keep having around lying folk you will begin to lie yourself. And lying folk are in competition with one another. Who can tell the biggest and the best lie. And its some folk out there who you just can’t beat lying. And if they will lie in God’s house, you know they will lie in yours. And for Christians lying is misbehaving.

(Behave!)

(Read v.8)!

David said I will get rid of those that misbehave in Israel that the city of the Lord might be clean. And we have allowed the standard that David set in the house of God to begin to dwindle. We have become a church that allows just about any and everything to come into the house of the Lord. And we are servants of the Lord. And he is going to hold us responsible for the condition of the house when he returns.

Conclusion: 
And as I close let us remember that our father in heaven wants us to behave in this world, that the accuser Satan will have nothing to accuse us of. And if we expect others to behave, then we must set the example and behave ourselves.


In order for us to behave, we must have it in us to behave. And the only way we can behave is to have Christ. We lose our minds and have the mind of Christ. And the mind Christ had was to do the will of the Father.


And we must understand that the Father is always watching us. Sometimes we mind our parents as long as we are in their sight, but there is a saying, “when the cats away the mice will play”. 


But God is always watching us. Mom and dad can’t always be there but God is.


Call to Discipleship:

For Jesus Christ came and gave His life that we might have it in us to behave. Because Christ set the example we too can behave, we too can live holy. 

If you can’t seem to behave, It may be because you have truly accepted Christ as your personal savior.  Because we do not have it in us to behave, but when we accept Jesus, we can do all things through Christ, which strengthens us. 

If you have not accepted Jesus you ought to come to Him now!

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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