Text: 
Luke 13:6-9 He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.

      Subject: 
Being Unfruitful
   Objective: 
In this text today we will see how God’s grace and mercy allows all of us the time and opportunity to become fruitful trees in his vineyard. Yet if we do not bear fruit, then there are consequences.
Introduction:
 In this parable Jesus is letting us know that we are all tress in God’s vineyard. In God’s vineyard Jesus is the dresser, he is the one who tends to the vineyard. And that God like any other vineyard owner is expecting fruit from the trees in his vineyard. And if a tree does not produce fruit then what good is the tree. Some may argue that it is still good for shade. But we have to keep in mind that God made everything for a purpose. He created an apple tree to produce apples and if it does not produce apples then it is not serving its purpose. It may give shade, but its purpose is not to give shade. Let us keep in mind today that when we talk about the tree in this text we are talking about us as Christians. Not those that are in the world, for they are trees that are in the wilderness and not the vineyard. We as Christians are the trees that have been planted in God’s vineyard. We all are trees, yet some of us are in the vineyard and some are in the wilderness.
           Text:   “We must realize that God planted the vineyard and He 

loves us"
It’s personal; God came to the vineyard himself (Read v. 6) 

Luke 13:6 He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none.
God chose us and planted us in His vineyard. This verse tells us that he came to the vineyard in person. God could have sent someone to the fig tree, yet he cared so that he went to inspect the tree in person. We must understand that God planted us here and he loves us, therefore he visits us. Psalms 8:4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?
We should know that the relationship we have with God is a personal relationship. God planted us one by one, and he cares for us individually. Notice the text does not say he came to the fig trees for fruit, but God went to inspect this one tree. We all are going to be held accountable for the fruit that we bear or for the fruit we do not bear. The apple tree is not going to have to answer for not bearing oranges…

“He came back time after time” (Read v. 7) Luke 13:7  Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?
God so wanted the tree to produce that he came back three years in a row expecting fruit each year but found none. Like today God so wants us to lead others to Christ, yet year after year he comes to check on us and we have done nothing. Not only do we not invite others to church, some of us don’t even want to come ourselves. Every body that’s here is not here because they want to be here. 

Yet we see that God kept giving this tree another chance to get it right. We all want God to be merciful and give us another chance, but how often to we show mercy and grace to others. Folk leave us hanging one time and we through with them. It can be our own family, let them mess up one time and we will right them off. All he isn’t good for nothing, he isn’t nothing and isn’t going to never be nothing. But what if God did that to us the first time we stumbled and fell. We want forgiveness, but we don’t want to forgive. God shows patience with the fig tree. Therefore we must be patient with others as God has been patient with us. Amen

“God also loved the other trees in the vineyard”

In verse 7 God ask the question “why cumbereth it the ground? What God is saying about this tree is if it is not producing any fruit then what good is it to even be in the ground. We have all heard the term dead weight, that’s something you carry along that is not helping you. A lot of folk call their children dead weight, because they won’t do anything, they won’t find a job they won’t go to school they just lie up and live off them. 

Now, what this tree in the vineyard is doing is sucking up water and sunshine from another tree that is producing fruit. Some of us that are producing could produce more if we did not have the trees that are not producing taking up valuable ground and resources. This is also why God will cut down the unfruitful tree, because he knows it not only takes up space in the vineyard, but it also takes nutrients from those trees that are fruitful. 

God is not so concerned with how the tree looks he only wants it to produce fruit. The leaves and the blossoms don’t please God. God simply wants fruit. 

We have a lot of folk in the church that look like fruitful trees; they are tall, full of branches, leaves and blossoms. My tree can be bigger and look better than your tree, but if it doesn’t produce any fruit, God will favor your tree. God did not come looking for a lot of fruit he just came looking for fruit. If he had found one fig he would have been pleased.

                     “We must also realize that Jesus “the dresser” also loves us”
Jesus asked God for more grace for the tree.

The dresser interceded for the unfruitful tree. Jesus gave the example of what we as preachers and Christians must do. We must pray for grace and mercy for those that are not doing what thus says the Lord. I constantly ask God to have mercy on those that are contrary to his will. We have folk in the church that are doing things they know is not right. Yet my prayer is Lord don’t cut them down yet. Let me tend to them for a little while longer, just maybe I can get them to do right. Jesus did not ask God to never cut the tree down he said leave the tree alone for another season. Through His Son Jesus God gave us another season to get it right.

“Jesus Tended to the tree” (Read v. 8) Luke 13:8 And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:

Jesus “the dresser” did something we as Christians rarely do. He not only said something but he also did something. We can talk a good game, we can acknowledge the problem but never work at the solution. We can tell folk what they need to do to be fruitful, but what do we do to help them become fruitful. Elders in the church such as pastors, deacons, mothers and fathers, it is our responsibility to see after the trees that God has put in our care. 

Like the dresser we must dig about the tree and dung it or fertilize it. To dig about the tree is to break up the topsoil and remove the weeds so the root can get the nutrients it needs. We all need some stuff dug out of our lives. After he digs about the tree he dung it. Now to dung is to use manure, and manure is fertilizer. 

Farmers use fertilizer to help the crop to grow and be more productive. Jesus asked God to let Him nurture the tree and then if it does not produce then cut it down.

Jesus “the dresser” stayed near the vineyard

In those days the wealthy owners would most of the time have a dresser or an employee to tend to their vineyard while they stayed at home. Like rich folk do today, they hire folk to do their work for them and sit at home and reap the harvest. This was the dresser’s job to tend to the vineyard for the owner. 

The dresser has to tend to each tree according to each tree's needs. There is a procedure called tree pruning. This takes place when a tree has too many braches and some have to be removed for the tree to be fruitful again. And sometimes we as Christians have to be pruned as well. We sometimes have to many branches, we have our hand in this, we have our hand in that, we are branched out in so many different areas, and we are no longer fruitful. 

That’s when Jesus has to come in and remove some stuff out of our lives. We can’t produce because we are branched out in gossiping, we are branched out in adultery and fornication, and we are branched out in drugs and alcohol. These branches have to be removed for us to produce fruit. We as parents, pastors and Christians have to stay near to our trees, so we can see when they are not fruitful, so we can tend to their needs, so they can remain fruitful for the Kingdom.

                      “Love is forever but mercy and grace will end”

We have the advantage; we have been planted on good ground

Unlike the trees that grow in the wilderness, we have been privileged and selected to be planted on good soil in the vineyard. 

Unlike the trees in the wilderness we have a dresser to tend to our needs and nurture us as He sees fit. Those that are in the wilderness have God’s love but they don’t have Jesus’ attention. The church is God’s vineyard and the dresser can’t tend to you if you not in the vineyard. Let’s say I work for my dad, I’m not going to go and tend to another farmer’s crop, because I work for my dad. Jesus can’t tend to us as long as we are in the wilderness. We have to come into His Father’s vineyard.

“We have a choice to bear or not to bear fruit” (Read v. 9) Luke 13:9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.
God being God could have commanded the fig tree to produce and it would have. Yet God continued to give the tree the opportunity to produce on its own accord. What I love about God is he allows us to make our own choices in life. 

He tells us what He expects of us, but he does not twist our arms. God sent the sunshine and the rain on this fig tree like all the rest, yet it still did not produce fruit. Like us God blesses us, but we won’t pay our tithes. He delivers us, yet we won’t testify to His goodness. He heals us and we still won’t produce any fruit. God is getting tired of our ungratefulness, we want God to send the sunshine and rain, we want God’s blessings, but we don’t want to produce any fruit. One day God is going to come back to the vineyard, he is going to inspect us for our fruit, and if there is no fruit, like our text says, we will be cut down.

“Cutting down day is coming”

For those who don’t know when cutting down day is, let me help you out. God has set a date called judgment day. And on this day the books will be opened. Every tree has a record for every season and if there is no fruit in your record books, then you will be cut down and thrown in the fire. Remember we have been talking about the church, God said every one that says Lord, Lord will not enter the Kingdom of God. Every tree in God’s vineyard is not producing fruit. 

Being Unfruitful
Conclusion: 
In my closing, If I ask my daughter to go and pick some blackberries, the first thing I must make sure of, is that she knows what blackberries look like. Many times we choose the wrong things in life because we don’t know any better. Many times our children simply need an example, if we want our daughters to know what a man looks like, fathers be one! If we want our sons to know what a wife looks like, mothers be one!

We as Christians must learn to identify fruit, not only to help others who are not fruitful, but identification starts with ourselves.

God said let a man examine himself. We can be real quick to say someone else is “Unfruitful” but what about us? And remember God’s grace is sufficient but it will run out. One day it will be too late for us to repent turn and be fruitful.

Let’s close with this scripture:

Matthew 21:18-19 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.

Let’s not be like this fig tree when Jesus comes to us. Let’s be fruitful for the Kingdom of God!

Invitation:      If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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