Text: 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12  (Key verse 7) Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.  For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified.  (verse 7){For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness}. He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit.  But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more; And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you; That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. (Key verse 7)

      Subject: 
Called To Be Faithful, Not Famous
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sisters we will examine the fact that we are not to be glory seekers in the work of the Lord. For God is the only one that deserves all the honor, glory and praise.  1 Corinthians 1:29 says That no flesh should glory in His presence.
Introduction: All through life our parents, teachers, even through television, train us to be somebody. In fact many parents hope and pray that their children will grow up to be famous some day. Even in school we like to be popular with our peers. And usually the most popular persons are not the smart ones, but the rowdy ones.

When we were young you could ask a child what they wanted to be when they grew up and the majority said a police officer, fireman, nurse, doctor, or a lawyer. But if you ask a child today, the majority want to be a rapper like 50 cent, P-Diddy, Beyonce, and the list goes on and on. And it is simply because these people are famous. But we are not called to be famous, but we are called to be faithful.

And a lot of times we are hurt because the famous folk we said we wanted to be like end up in trouble. Everybody loved OJ Simpson until he ended up on trial for murder. 

Everybody loved R. Kelly until he was brought up on charges of molestation. Everybody loved Kobe Bryant until he ended up in court for rape. 

Now these people are still famous, but the question is what do you want to be known for, your good deeds or for your bad deeds? 

If you want people to know who you are just go and do something bad and I assure you, your name will be in the paper. If you don’t believe me pick up the courier index and look in the court section and see who is in the paper and what for. And sometimes you may even see the same folk over and over again, they have become famous but what are they famous for?

You will never see were a citizen has been good all last week and did not go to jail. They don’t put that kind of news in the paper. But let one of us mess up and break their laws…

We have a lot of folk who will help folk so that they can become famous for helping folk. They could care less about getting their money back; they just want bragging rights for having to help you. They want to be famous for doing something they are called to do anyhow. 

In Matthew 6:2 God says these people have received their reward. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. What God is saying to us is, we don’t have to tell others what we have done. I am a witness that if you are what you claim to be, I’ll see who you are by your works, not by what comes out of your mouth.

We are suppose to help the poor and one another, this is a commandment of the Lord, but is we do it with the wrong intentions it does us no good. 1 Corinthians 13:3 says And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

The problem we have is a heart problem. Our heart is not in the right place. Many times we don’t mind helping folk because we know they are going to give us some thanks. And there is nothing wrong with being appreciated for what God used us to do, be we must always give God the glory for using us to help someone else.
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             Text: Can I let Jesus speak?

Matthew 8:4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

Matthew 16:20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.

Mark 7:36 And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so much the more a great deal they published it;

Mark 8:30 And he charged them that they should tell no man of him.

Mark 9:9 And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead.

Luke 8:56 And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no man what was done.

Luke 9:21 And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell no man that thing;

Hear Jesus is being an example to us. He is showing what to do when we help someone. He told them to tell no man, Jesus knew He was sent to do a work for God, and He was showing us that we are to be “faithful and not famous”. This is not a walk of fame but a walk of faith. 

Jesus was not giving folk a few dollars on there light bills, he was not baking a cake for someone who lost a loved one, He was healing the sick, causing the lame to walk, giving sight to the blind and even raising the dead. And all of these things were great things, yet He told them to tell no man.

Yet some of us can’t receive our blessing, because as soon as we get somebody a few dollars, or help them in some other fashion, we want to put in the newspaper or on the radio broadcast. Many times we forget that we are:

Called To Be Faithful, Not Famous
We might not get to walk down the red carpet in Hollywood, we may not get honored at the BET or the Image awards, but there is coming a day when all of God’s children are going to get together and feast with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The old patriarchs say it like this “What a time, what a time, what a time”. 

Jesus said He is coming back and his reward will be with Him. Isaiah 40:10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

What we must understand is that we must get to the point where just seeing a smile on someone’s face is all the reward we need for being a blessing. 

When we go to the nursing homes we don’t go that some one might say something good about us, if they do fine, but our desire should simply be to spread a little love and a little joy to someone in need.

Conclusion: 
And as I close I am reminded of the 70 that Jesus had ordained and sent out in His name.  And they were excited about the authority that had over devils.


Luke 10:17-20 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 

(You see Satan wanted to be famous and was cast out of heaven, there is but one God and one Lord in the kingdom of heaven) And there is no glory for us.
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.

Jesus says to us if we want to boast, don’t boast on the powers He has given us. But boast on the fact that because of our faith we have a reservation in heaven. 

And remember we are: 
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INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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