          Text: 
Genesis 9:9-17
      Subject: 
Church Covenant (Part I)
   Objective: 
In this text along with our Church Covenant, we will examine the necessity and importance of having a covenant or agreement with God and with one another. We will also come to the conclusion that we are or we are not keeping our end of the covenant or agreement.
Introduction:
To add weight to the importance of covenants the word covenant is found in the bible over 250 times. We all know what a covenant is, we enter into them all the time. We entered a covenant when we bought our car or our house on terms. A covenant is a simply an agreement or a contract between two or more parties. We make sure we understand the contract before we sign on the dotted line, because once it is agreed upon, the we are bound by the covenant or agreement we made. We know more about the covenant on our vehicles than we know of the covenant with the church.


We sign an agreement with our employers. We agree to do this in exchange for that every week or two weeks. And I tell you we make sure we understanding when payday is. 

Recently I got my first paycheck from my home-based drafting job. And I had to go through some covenant signing like never before, I had to take a physical like the military, I had to fill out and sign several documents, before I could even begin work. And Lady Ross handles our finances and she read through the agreements. But she failed to get an understanding on the pay periods. God said “out of all your getting get an understanding. So she thinking I’m getting paid every week, wrote a check believing I was getting paid this week, but for lack of understanding the covenant I entered into, she was wrong. And over the next few Sundays we will be getting an understanding of our Church Covenant. Amen


A covenant is also a promise and the word promise is in the bible over 50 times. We will make a promise at the drop of a hat. When we got that whipping we promised not to do it again. That belt will make us promise without even thinking. We even promise God we will do right if he stops punishing us. Anybody ever told God “I will do right if you get me out of this one”.

We even sign promissory notes that describe what we promise to do. We take promises lightly but God does not. 


Every since we joined the church, there is a record being kept according to the church covenant. And every time you keep or break the covenant it is being recorded. And one day the books will be open.


We are in the day of covenant breakers. Romans 1:31  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 

There was a day when a man’s word was his bond. Our ancestors did not have to be able to read and write because a person’s word was as good as a signed contract. In fact an oral contract, spoken and greed upon by two or more parties is considered a binding contract by law.


Even when we accept an invitation, or give or word we will meet at a certain place that is considered a covenant. And when we do not show up we have broken the covenant. We have gotten to the point where we tell folk we are coming and have no intention on being there. 

I can’t count the times folk have told me they were coming to visit your church Sunday. And on many occasion I did not even ask them, they just said they were before I could even invite them. Yet they have yet to show up according to the agreement.

We know from our text that after the flood God made a covenant or agreement with Noah and his family. And he told them I will make a sign of my covenant with you in the sky. And that sign was and still is a rainbow.

Some may say well why do we call it a rainbow, it is because it comes after a rain. You never see a rainbow before a rain, it always comes after the rain as a sign of the covenant or promise God made with man not to flood the earth again. 

So when we go through the storms and the rains in our lives. We should still have a rainbow for other to see. There should still be a sign that we are Christians. We sing a son that says “you ought to show some sign” this means we should have a rainbow about you even though we are going through. If we say we are in the church then there should be some sign, some outward show of our church covenant.

And what I like about God is he is faithful and just to keep His promises, but we fall short in this area. It has not come another flood that has covered the entire earth since God made the covenant with us. I know the waters have gotten pretty high, the floods have even killed a lot of folk, I remember when the waters rose up to our front door, folks was riding boats down the street, but God did not promise not to bring floods, He promised not to destroy the entire earth with a flood. 

God also did not say he would not destroy the earth he said he would not destroy the earth with water. Bro. Dukes sings a song “It’s going to rain” and the song says “it won’t be water but fire next time”. But God will have been faithful to His covenant with us.

Now that we know that God is faithful to His covenants, agreements and promises lets see how faithful we are to our covenants, agreements and promises. 

Body: CHURCH COVENANT (Quotation marks and underline signify Church Covenant statements)
“Having been led,” – I don’t care what kind of agreement or promise we make we were led by something or someone to enter in. If we have not been led then we enter in blindly, and we tend to get into things we don’t understand when we haven’t been led.

“As we believe,” – In order to be led we must first believe. Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

“by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour;” – The only way to the Father is by the Son, and the only way to the Son is by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit has led us to Christ. Momma and daddy and big momma and them did not led you to Christ, it was through them by the Holy Spirit.

“and on the profession of our faith,” -  Notice it says our faith, there is such thing as my faith and then there is a things as our faith. Here at new Faith we have our statement of faith. Other churches have their statement of faiths. When we are assembled together God can only move according to our faith. When I am alone in prayer and worship, God moves according to my faith. Jesus could not do miracles in his hometown because of their unbelief. We must be in unity, we must have faith in God and trust in one another. Amen

“having been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” – Our baptism is our proclamation or outward show of our entering into this covenant or agreement. We let the world know that we have confessed a hope in Christ and that we know follow after Christ, to be called by His name as Christians.

“we do now in the presence of God, angels and this assembly,” - In most all agreements there is a witness, who has to be present and sign the contract or covenant close to your signature. Here we see that we enter into this covenant with a host of witnesses. God is always presence, for he is omnipresent, meaning He is everywhere at one time. We have the angels who bear witness and record all things for the Lord. And lastly we have our brothers and sisters in Christ who bear witness our agreement to the church.

“most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another,” - Notice it says solemnly and joyfully, solemn means to be real and we all know what it means to be joyful. This means that this covenant is nothing to play with and we should not do it grudgingly, like some of us pay our tithes. We should not just join the church just to get our folks off our backs. Maybe if I just go ahead and join they will leave me alone. We should joyfully enter into this covenant out of love for God and one another. 

One misunderstanding is that we are not just entering into a covenant with the Godhead, but also with one another. When we agree to support the church, we agree to support one another. No sense in you saying you support the church and your brother and sister is in need. We have agreed to support one another. If we only want to help certain folk in the church, then we have broken the covenant.

“as one body in Christ” – For we are truly many members yet one body in Christ. As we sate in our Statement of Faith each Sunday.

Conclusion: 
(Read first paragraph together) Continued next Sunday!

(we suggest getting a bible sized Church covenant to keep with you and read periodically)

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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