Text: 
Numbers 20:1-12 Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before the LORD! And why have ye brought up the congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there? And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink. And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them. And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.

      Subject: 
Doing The Right Thing The Wrong Way
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sisters we will examine this text and see that we can do a right thing the wrong way and God will punish us. In fact it is safe to say that everyone in here and some point in our lives we have done something we know was right, but we did it wrong and we did not get the right results, because we did the right thing the wrong way. Amen


We will also come to the conclusion that just like Moses we can become frustrated with the issues of life and this frustration can often cause us to do what we know is right the wrong way. And we will also find out that there are serious consequences to doing what God tells us to do our way, because our way is always the wrong way. This is why God tells us to lean not to thine own understanding.

Introduction:
 Many times we say the right thing, but it is not received because we said it the wrong way. In the BOMB couples ministry we have been dealing with communication and we have discovered that we can say what is right, but our tone of voice and our facial expressions can be wrong. And this causes confusion to those that are listening, because you mouth is saying one thing but your face is saying something else. If I tell you I love you and I have a frown on my face, then you are going to wonder if I really mean what I say.


I imagine that everyone has experienced saying something to someone and immediately you recognize that that did not come out right. Amen, we meant to say what we said, but not that way.


Doing The Right Thing The Wrong Way
And believe me the tongue can be very unruly and uncooperative at times. Sometimes our mind will be thinking say this, but our tongue will say something else. Anybody ever cursed somebody out then came to your self and said I can’t believe I said that. Then we come back and say something like, well God knows my heart. Amen He does and believe it or not what was in your heart came out your mouth.

Many times we pray to God for Him to give us guidance and to show us the right thing to do in situations and circumstances. However, when God answers us and give us instructions we often times run with the what to do, without waiting to get the how to do. And this causes us to do:

Doing The Right Thing The Wrong Way

Many times we tell our children to do things and before we can finish they set out to do that, without waiting to hear how we want it done. And sometimes we make them do it over, because they would not take time to listen.

And this is how God has to do us at times, we want to do things our way, so He allows us to do it our way until we find out that our way is not working, then we will be in a position to hear His way. WE must come to our end, before God can begin!

Text:   

Numbers 20:1-3 Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before the LORD!

We must understand here that Moses had enormous pressure on him in leading the children of Israel. But to add to this pressure, his sister Miriam who was also a prophetess had died, and to add to this they had run out of water and the people were thirsty and complaining to Moses and accusing him of leading them to die in the wilderness.

We as a church must understand that sometimes we as leaders can get frustrated with the issues of life, but we are not suppose to let our personal problem interfere with our obligations to do God’s will and to follow His instructions. 

But I sympathize with Moses because many times I did the wrong thing because I was frustrated with what was going on around me instead of listen to what was in me. I recall a few occasions where Lady Ross has come to me to ask me what to do in certain situations and in my frustration I told her to do this or that, just to get her out my ear, but it did not take long to find out that I had told her wrong. And the problem was that I did not consult the Lord, I leaned to my own understanding and yes I:

Did The Right Thing The Wrong Way

Numbers 20:4-6  And why have ye brought up the congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there? And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink. And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them.

Notice, here that the people are complaining to Moses and Aaron but what I like about this passage is that Moses and Aaron did not speak, they did not get into an argument with the people, they simply heard the people, then left to hear from God.

Let’s look at verse 6 again:

Numbers 20:6 And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them.

Sometimes the best policy is to leave the situation, fall on our face before the Lord and He will give us the right thing to do in a wrong situation. Amen And there are times as leaders of the church, our homes, our jobs, that we can not answer a thing until we have hear from the Lord.

We must be leery of those we go to and they always have the answer to our issues. Sometime the man and woman of God has to get with God, then get back to you, why because we do not have all the answers but we know the one who does have the answer. Amen

But what I like about God, He did not tarry with a response, why because His children were thirsty.

Numbers 20:7-9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him.

What we must focus on here is the fact that the instructions to Moses were to speak to the Rock. However we will find out that Moses did not speak to the rock, but he struck the Rock, not once but twice in his frustration. Remember frustrations can cause us to:

Do The Right Thing The Wrong Way

Let’s turn to Exodus 17:6  I want us to see something important there.

Exodus 17:6  Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

One thing that was revealed to me is that sometimes want to do what we have done in the past, but that may not be what God wants us to do now. Now this wasn’t the first time that they had been thirsty and God gave them water from a rock. But notice that the first time God told Moses to strike the rock, but this time He told Moses to speak to the rock. How many times have we said well we have been doing it like this since I can remember. But what worked yesterday may not work today.

And the fact that God told Moses to speak to the rock this time, should let us know that sometimes all we have to do is speak and cause those things, that be not as though they were. We don’t have to put our hands on the situation, all we have to do is speak to the situation. 

When Ezekiel was in the valley of dry bones, God did not tell him to grab the wind, He told him to speak to the winds and they will obey. The power is in our obedience to God, Ezekiel’s and Moses’ mouths had no power, but because God said speak, things happened, because they were obedience to God’s instructions.

Numbers 20:10-12 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.

Now even though the man of God,  Did The Right Thing The Wrong Way

God did not cause the people to suffer, for we see that water did come from the rock and the people and the animals drank. Isn’t that assuring that even if me and pastor Johnson do something the wrong way, God will not let you die in the wilderness for our mistake.

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion let us close with verse 12.


Numbers 20:12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.


Now again we see that the Lord spoke again only to Moses and Aaron, why because it was Moses and Aaron that received the instructions. And it was their task to follow God’s instructions, it was not the peoples responsibility but the leaders that God had established.  And I say to all of you who are leaders in the church it is your responsibility to do the right thing in your area of responsibility, because when instructions are given they are to be carried out in the manner in which they are given.


And because Moses and Aaron both received the instructions they both received the punishment. And that punishment was that they would not make it to the promised land. And happened simply because they:


Did The Right Thing The Wrong Way


And finally my brothers and my sisters, let us be mindful of what we do and what we say, for we must understand that there is a right and wrong way to do anything. And we as God’s people must always get with he who is right in order to do the right thing.


And believe me if you do the right thing the wrong way, God will honor the right thing, but He will not honor you because you did it the wrong way.


We  thank God for his most Holy and divine word!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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