          Text: 
John 6:60-69
      Subject: 
Don’t Quit On God
   Objective: 
In this text today, we will see how some have stop walking with the Lord for various reasons. However, we remain steadfast in our service to God because we have come to the conclusion like Simon Peter that when it come to Jesus Christ we really have nowhere else to go and no one else to follow.

Introduction:
In verse 66 we see that many of his disciples left Jesus and the bible says they walked with Him no more. Now this lets me know that they never really believed in Jesus in the first place. Because once you have come to the conclusion that Jesus is the Son of God, then whatever is said or done does not change the fact that Jesus is the Son of God.


These disciples only followed Jesus as long as he lined up with their way of thinking. But as soon as Jesus said something they did not agree with they quit on Him. Many folk leave the church and quit on God, because they don’t agree with something the Pastor said or something the church is doing. But just because we do not agree doesn’t mean that its not of God. 

(Read v. 60)! 

We see here that Jesus had made a statement that was hard for the disciples to swallow. In fact all of us who have read the bible or heard the preacher say something that was hard to swallow. In fact they said, “This is an hard saying who can hear it?” I recall many times hearing something hard for me to hear. Why? because I simply did not want to hear it. When I was drinking and drugging, I did not want to hear anything about drinking and drugging was wrong.

I.
  Jesus asks His disciples were they offended? (Read v. 61)!
We see here that the disciples had begun to murmur over this thing Jesus had spoken. And so often times we see church folk murmuring in the church. They won’t say anything to the Pastor or the deacons; they just talk about it amongst themselves. But what we fail to realize is that, like Jesus knew in this text. The Pastor and the elders in the church already know who is for them and who is against them. We know whom we can count and whom we can count on. 

(Read v. 64)!

The twelve was the ones Jesus knew He could count on, but the other disciples were just hanging on by a thread. And a soon as that thread broke they quit. But what I like about Jesus is even though He knew who was against him, He did not tell them to leave him; he let them go on their own accord. And I believe it is not the pastor’s job to tell folk to leave the church, even though He knows they are not with him. 

Whether you believe it or not, I have always known who was with me in New Faith from the beginning. In fact I use to talk to my wife when we were at the table organizing and doing outreach about who was with me and who wasn’t. But as time went on others began to believe and some have even testified to the fact that when we started out they didn’t believe. I even knew when brother Dukes got on board with me. God spoke to me and told me He was with me now, and I told my wife that they would join next Sunday and surely they did.

II.
  But Jesus did not let their leaving Bother Him (Read v. 66-67)!
 Many times when folk fall out with the church or leave for whatever reason. Many times folk will try to get them to stay or console them and try to change their minds. But Jesus did not do this; He simply turned to the twelve and asks if they were leaving too. Jesus knew he had these disciples he could depend on, so He did not worry about the many who had quit, he just used what he had to do what he had to do. And this is the attitude we must take when it comes to doing the will of the Lord. 

Jesus asks them “will ye also go away”? Many folk leave just because someone else left. I remember one time when I was in college. I was at a party and I was having a good time. But one of my friends was not having fun for whatever reason, so since he decided to leave the party I left too. And no doubt many of these disciples whom quit on Jesus, quit because someone else quit. But when we really think about it that’s crazy, if we are working on the same job and you get made at the boss and quit, I am your friend but that don’t mean I am going to quit with you. And just because you have backslidden don’t mean I am going to. Which goes back to the old cliché “If they jump off the bridge will you jump off the bridge too?” 
Many times we look at it with a physical eye rather than a spiritual one.  (Read v. 63)! The flesh doesn’t profit the church anything. If there isn’t any spirit then there isn’t any life in the church. It doesn’t matter that the one’s that left paid their tithes, it doesn’t matter if they were the ones that sang all the songs we liked. If they were not for us, then they were against us. If they are not helping us, then they are hindering us. So when these disciples quit, they actually did the others disciples a favor by leaving.

III.
  In spite of this hard saying the twelve still followed Jesus (Read v. 67-69)!

Jesus knew that the twelve was with Him. But He also knew that they were murmuring as well. But even though they were offended by this saying as well, they still knew who Jesus was. Amos 3:3 says; “How can two walk together except they agree”. As Christians we do not have to agree on everything to walk together, we just have to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Sis. Ross and I don’t always agree, but you will never know that we don’t. I know some of you have not agreed with everything I have done or said. But because you believe I am following God, you still followed me. As Christians we ought to be able to disagree and still love one another. Amen

Simon Peter said, “To whom shall we go?” Unlike the others disciples who quit, these disciples had sold out to God. They had left their jobs and their homes to follow Christ. So really they had nothing to turn back too. And many of us today have sold out for God, but there are still many folk in the church who have bought in, but have not sold out. Oh yes, they come to church on Sunday; they even come to bible study sometimes. But when it comes to laying down all that mess they have in their lives they can’t do it. And because they did not sell out down the road when Jesus called them, they have something to go back to when they quit on God.

I am like Simon peter, I can’t go back to the crack house because I sold out. I am not welcome back there anymore because I’ve been away too long. If I show up now they will probably think I am working for the police. I can’t go back to drafting; I quit that trade when God called me to build New Faith. I haven’t had a job in drafting for over two years, so I would have a hard time getting someone to hire me now. I can’t go back to being a player, because when I married Sis. Ross my players’ card got revoked. You see I am like Simon Peter, to whom shall I go? Nowhere else can I go but to the Lord.

In verse 68 Peter says, “thou hast the words of eternal life”. Those who quit on God quit on eternal life. In essence they forfeit their inheritance.
(Read v. 69 again)!

They said, “we believe and are sure.” Once you are sure you have the cure. You have the cure to any disease, any problem, any doubt. Once we are sure of who we are and who’s we are. Then I am convinced that if God be for me, that’s more than the whole world against me. And no weapon formed against me shall prosper.
Conclusion: 
And as I close today, I want you to be encouraged to stay with God. For I can’t quit on God because God did not quit on me. When I was shot in the back and left for dead, God did not quit on me. When I was laid flat on my back in the hospital with double pneumonia, god did not quit on me. When I was a no good preacher, with a bible in one hand and a crack pipe in the other, God did not quit on me.


And I am so glad that Jesus did not quit on me. When they marched Him form judgment hall to judgment hall, my Jesus did not quit on me. When they talked about Him and spit in His face, He still did not quit on me. When they whooped Him all night long, He still did not quit on me. When the hung Him on the cross and crucified Him, He still did not quit on me. I’m so glad that Jesus stayed the course. 

That’s why I can’t quit on God. When folk said I couldn’t do it, I couldn’t quit. When folk talk about me, I can’t quit. 

Folk are going to talk about us. They are going to try and discourage us in what we are doing. But church let us not quit on God, because God won’t quit on us!

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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