          Text: 
John 2:1-12 (Key verse 7)
      Subject: 
Empty Vessels
   Objective: 
In this text we will examine the first miracle of Jesus. We will also understand that God is looking for empty vessels in which He may fill with His spirit to pour out on those who are lost in this world.
Introduction:
 First let us understand that in those days they had a feast when there was a wedding. In fact the celebration would last for a week. But this lets us know how much they believed in the sanctity of marriage. We have gotten to the point now where marriage is just something to do. Today we have a small ceremony a reception and it’s done. Amen and some of our marriages don’t last as long as the weddings do. Because we have turned marriage into something we do, instead of something that God does. 

           Body:   (Read verse 1)!

Notice it says and the (third day): now the number three is a holy number, it represents the Godhead. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. In bible study we learned this is called the (Trinity) and tri means three and (nity) come from the word unity. Which lets us know that they are three God’s in unity.

We also know that man is made up of three parts: Body, soul and spirit. Our soul is also made up of three parts: Our mind, our will and our emotions. Our body is made up of three parts: The head, the upper body and lower body. We have three joints to each finger; we have three parts to each arm and leg, the upper arm, the forearm and the hand. And we also know that Jesus rose on the third day, so when you read your bible and you see three or third, know that there is something godly in that scripture. Amen

(Read verse 2)!

We recognize that Mary was at the marriage first; Jesus and his disciples were following his mother. We have to keep in mind Jesus is not well known yet. In fact he hadn’t performed any miracles yet. This is his first miracle. They were invited in and they accepted, because in those days it was an insult to turn down and invitation. But we do it all the time and think nothing of it. Folk invite us and we do not come. Yet when we have something we expect them to come. But to have friends one must first show himself friendly.

 (Read verse 3)!

A lot of folk use this verse to say that Jesus drank wine, but what this word wanted means is they lacked wine. This doesn’t mean the wanted to drink wine, but the feast lacked wine. When we say I want for nothing, really means I lack nothing. Amen
Mary said they have no wine: they are at a feast and there is no wine. In those days it was an embarrassment to invite guest and run out of food or wine. 

If I invite you to a barbeque and when you get there, there is no barbeque, then you’re probably not going to be there very long, especially if you are hungry. What I want you to see here is that the life of the party was gone; the spirit of the party (the wine) had left the wedding. 

I remember going to parties and when all the liquor was gone then the folk began to leave, why because the life of the party was gone. When I went to the dance club and the music stopped, I knew it was time to go why, because the life of the party is gone. 

The wedding party was dead and on the third day Jesus was here to resurrect the party. 
(Read verse 4)!

We see here Jesus is having a conversation with his mother. Some say he was chastising or being harsh with his mother when he called her woman. But in those days it was a common form of addressing women. Now a day you say woman and you might have a fight on your hands. I have learned that women do not like to be called out of their name. 

Now we men folk can call each other man and nicknames all day, hey man, what’s up man, good job man. But let a little child call us man, then we are offended as well, because it’s disrespectful because we have a name. That’s why we teach our children to say sir and mam, out of respect. Amen

Jesus tells his mother this is not my business, when he said what have I to do with thee? He was saying why not tell the folk over the feast, the governor. But Mary knew that this was urgent because the spirit of the party was leaving and this no doubt was the wedding of her friends and she knew that her son Jesus could help. 

I don’t know about you but when the spirit leaves the service, I’m ready to go too. What good is this feast with no wine and what good is a church service without the Holy Spirit?

(Read verse 5)!

Mary did not know what Jesus was going to do, but she knew it would be a blessing. You see even though Jesus had not done any open miracles. His mother knew what he was capable of doing. Just like all mothers know what their children are capable of doing.

She had confidence not just in her son but in God. She told them to just do whatever he says. It reminds me of a Nike commercial, when they said just do it, they are really was saying just buy it, I know it cost $150, but just do it. And a lot of us just did it too. Amen and we as Christians when God tells us to do something, it may not make sense to us and it may cost us, but just do it. 

(Read verse 6)!

We have six vessels here. Now the number six represents man, why? Because God created man on the sixth day. Amen. In the Old Testament when you see the number six it usually ties to the purification of man under the law. These water pots were there for the people to cleanse their hands before they entered the feast. A person who had not washed their hands where considered unclean. We all wash our hands before we eat, whether they are physically dirty or not. The washing of the hands and feet were symbolic of being clean.

When Pilate washed his hands, they did not have dirt on them, but he considered himself cleansed from the crucifixion of Jesus, that no blood would be on his hands.

Now the bible says that they all held two or three firkins each. Now this is about 20 – 30 gallons for each empty vessel. So we are looking at between 120 and 180 gallons all together. Now we have to keep in mind this was not a little get together, this was a feats. And a couple bottles of wine weren’t going to get it. What works at a birthday party won’t cut it at a family reunion. This weeding needed a miracle. This wedding needed Jesus.

A lot of our homes are like this wedding. We have run out of wine. Our finances are gone, but the guest (our bills) are still thirsty. The food pantry is low, but our children are still hungry. And we need a miracle.

Many of us as Christians are like this wedding, we have run out of wine. We have nothing to pour out. We have become EMPTY VESSELS. We have nothing to give those in need because we have run out of spirit.

Empty Vessels
(Read verse 7)!

Now when I read this scripture, the first thing that stuck out was they filled them to the brim. Then God spoke to me and said, in order for them to have to be filled, they first must have been empty. Now the 6 empty pots were ceremonial vessels used for the cleansing of the people. But how can and empty vessel cleanse anything? We can’t drink from an empty cup.

That’s like having six empty deacons on the deacon board; they can’t give what they don’t have. The people can’t be cleansed by the word, when the pulpit is full of empty vessels. The choir can’t move anybody, when it is full of empty vessels. Can’t nobody say amen, or have a testimony, because the pews are full of empty vessels. Nothing from nothing leaves nothing. 

And they filled them to the brim: We all like a full cup, Amen. We want a full cup of coffee, a full glass of beer, whatever your beverage is we want a full cup. The restaurants know this, that’s why the waitress if she is a good one, will keep your glass full. Ever noticed how a good waiter will keep your cup full.

The Servants filled the pots to the brim. We note the servants didn’t did not go halfway. They did all they could for Jesus. Are we doing all we can for Jesus or are we just doing enough to get by? Many of us are just doing enough to keep a little water in our vessels. But we do not give our all to the Lord that we might be filled to the brim.

The servants did not ask questions or hesitate either. They simply were obedience. To be obedient means to follow orders when they are given. Many times we want to do when we get ready. Many times we do what the Lord tells us, but we do not do it immediately and therefore we are still disobedient. 

(Read verse 8)!

Jesus said because you have made a deposit, now you can make a withdrawal. Before you can get any money out of the bank you have to first make a deposit. Amen. 

Jesus said draw out now, and go show it to the governor of the feast. Go and take it to the one who let the feast run out of wine in the first place. We need to draw out that spirit Satan told you was dead. Take it and show it to someone who has ran out of the spirit. Tell them, say look at what Jesus did for me. Jesus made the servants witness to the power of God. We are all witnesses to the light, and that light is Jesus Christ.

You see the Governor had let the feast run out of wine because he did not stop to take inventory. If the governor had stopped feasting to check the wine supply, he would have known that they needed more to carry on the feast. 

We all forget to take inventory of our spiritual lives. We don’t have a problem with the natural inventory. Amen. When the food is getting low, we run to the store. When the gas tank is about on empty, we get to the gas station. When our clothes and shoes, get worn out, we make our way to the mall. Amen

But when begin to run out of the spirit, we are not bothered. When we feel ourselves not wanting to read our bibles, we need a filling, when we find ourselves not wanting to come to service and bible study, we need a filling When we feel ourselves becoming empty vessels, its time for us to get on our knees and pray to God, to fill us with water, and once you have been filled with water, then Jesus can turn your water into wine.

(Read verse 9)!

This verse let’s us know that we need to go back to those that do not know God, or have backslid. But we first have to wait until our water in changed to wine. You see a change has to take place. You can be full of the word, you can know the bible backwards and forwards, but if Jesus has not touched you, then your change has not come.

The scripture said that the governor knew not whence it was. The governor had not tasted of this wine. When you have changed folk are not going to recognize you, because you won’t look the same, you won’t talk the same you won’t walk the same, because you have been turned from water into wine. Wine don’t taste like water and water don’t taste like wine. 
Verse 9 also says that the servants knew from whence it came. Meaning the servants could bear witness to the work of the Lord. You see those that obey God know his work. 

Folk go to church Sunday after Sunday and think we are fooling someone. Just because you come to church don’t make you a Christian. 

There is a something called a spirit of discernment, and it is a gift from God. We can see those who are here for something and those who are just here. God has given us this gift and we can read others like a book. There is a saying it takes one to know one. That’s true, and it takes a Christian to know a Christian.

Now we see that Jesus turned this water in to wine instantly. For those who may not know it takes wine time to make. There is a natural process that has to take place. Wine comes from grapes and it takes time for it to ferment.

But this was a miracle, and a miracle is God intervening in the natural to make the Supernatural. The governor would have sent out for more wine, to be brought in. And Jesus could have done the same. But Jesus wants you to know that you don’t have to go through any process for what you need. Jesus can work a miracle in your life. You don’t have to go to the doctor to be healed. You don’t have to go through the 12-step program to get off drugs and alcohol. All you have to do is just fill the vessel. Many times our deliverance is waiting for us to be obedient to the will of God.

(Read verse 10)!

He said other folk serve the best until the folk are drunk, then they put out the cheap stuff. Because once you are tipsy , it all taste the same. But the governor said you all have been holding back on us. 

Usually when you are at a party the good stuff is set apart. The cheap stuff will be on the table, but you have to know somebody to get the expensive drink. 

You see you have to know Jesus to get the good stuff!

(Read verse 11)!

This is why God does miracles, so we may believe on him. Not for his sakes, but for our sakes. We are a touchy, feely, seey folk if we can’t touch it, feel it or see it, then sometimes we don’t believe. God is still a miracle worker, I know because he worked a miracle on me, I was once an empty vessel. But one day I got filled with water, and Jesus turned my water into wine. 

(Read verse 12)!

We see here that the relationship has changed. At first Jesus was following his mother. Mary was at the wedding first and Jesus were invited to come. But now that Jesus has manifested himself and began his ministry, he is now the leader. Like Mary we as God’s people have to know when it is time to follow. You may be the boss on your job, but in God’s house we are the follower. 

God is the leader, and he leads his people through the pastors and the officers of the church. We have to understand that when we talk about the church we are talking about spiritual things. 

My mother and Father will always be my natural parents, and when they tell me to do something I still must obey. But when it comes to spiritual things, God has made me the leader and now they have to follow me.

Conclusion: 
And as I close, Let us remember to keep inventory on spiritual things in our lives. And when we begin to get low, let us get our filling that we may be able to pour out God’s spirit for His glory.

And know this, the preacher can only give you the word, he can only fill the vessel with water, but Jesus is the only one that can turn your water into wine.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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