          Text: 
Romans 10:13-17

Romans 10:13-17 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
      Subject: 
Faith Cometh
   Objective: 
In this text we will discover that faith in God comes after belief. We are not born with faith in God it has to come and God says it comes by hearing the word of God.
Introduction:
 We all are familiar with what the bible says faith is. Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.


When God gave Lady Ross and I the vision of New Faith. We had the substance but not the evidence. And we had more than everyone else had. After we took the vision to the family, many had belief that God could establish New Faith, but the faith wasn’t there. Faith came with each and every move of God. Every time God provided for New Faith, faith came, why because we first believed. 

Romans 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.

Abraham is called the Father of faith. Why, because Abraham moved on what he believed. And because Abraham moved on that belief faith came. (FAITH = Forward Action In True Hope) If we have faith then our actions will show our faith and where our true hope lies.

We can believe and not operate in faith. Satan himself believes but he has no faith. For if he had faith in God he would still be in heaven. Amen Many believe that there is a God, but they don’t have faith in Him.

Faith can’t come where there is unbelief. Jesus himself was constrained by unbelief. Matthew 13:58 And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
Because we first believed in New Faith, now we have faith in New Faith. But there are many who still do not have faith in New Faith, why because they never believed in New Faith. And many will never have faith in us because they have never believed in us.

What I want you to understand is faith follows belief. Where there is unbelief faith can’t come. Like John the Baptist was the forerunner for Christ, belief is the forerunner of faith. 

And as faith follows belief, blessings follow faith. Many times we don’t receive our blessing because of our lack of faith, which stems from our unbelief.

New Faith is a blessing to us, why because we first believed and we acted on that belief and God sent blessings our way. It is good to believe God for he said in Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Belief is the first step, but not the only step. I first had to believe the vision before I could move toward the vision. But we could have believed until the cows came home, but until we moved on that belief, New Faith would have never came to pass. There are many great things God has ordained to be, but because those he gave the vision to did not move in faith, it could not come to pass at that time.

If I did not begin to look for a building on faith, I never would have seen this place. We would still be at Mom & Dad’s believing God for a building.

Let’s look at our blessing as a coin. And a coin has two sides and if the coin has a head and no tail, then it is no good. The head that which is first is belief and the tail represents what cometh and that is faith. And with out both of them we can’t receive the blessings of God. 

Some of us are trying to spend a coin with one side. We taking God our belief and trying to bet a blessing and God is saying He needs the other side of the coin. God is saying come with belief and faith and then you can ask what you will and it will done unto you, according to John 15:7.

We were all born with the principle of faith. We had faith in Mom and Dad as a child to supply our needs. We all have faith in money but we first had to believe in money and once we used that money and got what we wanted then faith came. As a child I had no faith in money, because mom and dad supplied my needs. But the first time I was sent to the store with some money in my hand to get something, and when I gave them the money and they came me the stuff, then faith in money came. 

The fisherman has belief in his ability to catch the fish, and the more fish he catches the more faith comes.

FAITH COMETH!

           Body:   (Read Romans 10:13-17)!

Romans 10:13-17 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?  So then faith come by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Our Faith comes from what we hear, if we hear God’s word, then faith in God comes. If we hear man’s words then faith in man comes. If we only listen to ourselves then faith in us comes.

I preach faith in God, because faith in me will get you in trouble.  

Romans 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;

If the man or woman of God is not preaching faith in God, then their preaching is vanity. In order for faith to come it must be preached. And sometimes it does not come as soon as you hear it. Most of the time faith has to run and catch us. Many times we believe God, and we hear the preacher, but because we are in such a hurry to get back to the house or what ever we want to do. Faith sometimes has to run and catch us, and sometimes it takes a while for faith to come because it has to catch up.

And sometimes in our hearing we want to pick and choose what we hear. When the preacher is preaching on someone else we are all ears, but when he gets to us we close our ears. We want to tell God what we need to hear. Why he is he preaching on tithing? I need to hear how to get a husband. Not realizing that you husband is tied to your obedience in tithing which is tied tom your faith in God, which is tied to your belief.

FAITH COMETH!

And once faith cometh it must be exercised to grow. P.E. is apart of the school curriculum, because exercise is important for physical and mental growth. If we never exercise our faith it will become weak faith and won’t be able to do anything in our Christian lives.

I exercise my faith as much as possible. I exercised my faith recently by calling the A/C repairmen for the church. Didn’t know what it would cost, but my faith in God, let me pick up the phone. $300.00 bill but I am still exercising my faith that God will provide. And the more I exercise my faith the more it grows.

We have the title and deeds tom our property by faith. When we signed the loan papers we had faith we could make the payments. And when we paid it off by faith we got the deed or the title. 

Now stuff comes and goes, but faith stays. We pay off furniture and when we want some more its gone, and we get more by faith, why because if we paid that off, we can do it again. And this is how we should be with faith in God. I God did it last month so I believe he will do it this month. 

Our finances at home are not fixed, which forces us to have more faith in God, than the dollar. Lady Ross often ask me how much time I have this pay period, and I most of the time I don’t know, because I faith is not in that pay check its in God. My check may be short but God is tall. I have faith in God to do what he has been doing and that’s keeping me.

And thinking has nothing to do with believing. This is why God says in Romans 10:9-10  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Belief in God is not in the mind it is in the heart. Many folk have a lot of head knowledge of God, but they lack the heart knowledge. Many preachers have the art, but they don’t have the heart!

James 2:18-26 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?  And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
Now that we understand that faith follows belief, we must also understand that works follow faith. Mark 16:17 And these signs (or works) shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

Our faith shows in our actions or works. We don’t have to say anything, our faith in God will tell on us. People see our works by faith we don’t have to tell them. When I hear folks boasting on their god works, it signifies what they are doing, not what God is doing. And God says they have their reward.

Folk don’t have to ask if New Faith has faith, all they have to do is look and they will see our faith in God. Our works here are a by- product of our faith and our faith is a by-product of our belief in God.

Conclusion: 
And as I close, let us remember to believe in our hearts and hear the word of God that our faith may come after our belief. And once we have faith in God, let us exercise that faith that it may grow from that grain of a mustard seed into a tree of faith. Then we will be like that tree that has been planted by the rivers of water and shall not be moved.


And lastly, remember that faith is coming but we must slow down so faith can catch up to us so we can receive the promises of God.

FAITH COMETH!

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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