          Text: 
Judges 18:1-6
      Subject: 
Father May I?
   Objective: 
In this text, we will come to the conclusion that God’s permission is necessary to prosper in anything we do. In our endeavors we sometimes forget to ask, “Father May I”.
Introduction:
When I was a child, there was a game we played called Father May I. And in this game in order to participate one had to ask the designated leader “Father (or Mother) May I”. 


In our Old Testament class, we talked about (3) wills of God. (1) His Perfect Will which is how God wills a thing to be, (2) His Permissive Will which is how we will a thing to be and (3) His Providential Will which is how God makes provision or provides for His people.


We all are familiar with all these wills. Amen we know how God said to do things in His perfect will. We know how God allows us to have freedom to do things our way. We can even witness to how God provides for us in Hid providential will.


But of these three the one we usually operate in is God’s permissive will. Every since the Garden of Eden, man has leaned to do things his way. And this can be dangerous because we know that God said lean not to thine own understanding. Amen


Now sometimes when we ask God for permission, He may say yes and He may say no. No is a response we really don’t like to hear. It’s easy for us to say no, but hard for us to hear. Many times God will not let you go into His Permissive and Providential Wills until you are in His perfect will. (Let me explain.)

When God told me to organize New Faith. And make no mistake about it, I did not ask for New Faith it was God’s will. And once I step into Hiss perfect will and established the church. Then He allowed me to His have permissive will. Meaning I was allowed freedom to do some things as I willed. (Let me help you with that.)


There were times when I had to ask, “Father May I”. You see even Adam and Eve had permission to do things their way. There are times when I ask God can I do certain things here at new Faith. And the reason I have to ask His permission is because New Faith does not belong to me. I can’t do with it as I please. 

In fact we are just stewards over everything we have. It does not belong to us it belongs to God. In our purpose Driven Life journey last week we found out that God just loans us some things and when we die he loans them to someone else.

There were times when I would be here at the church and I would pray and ask God for enhancements to our building. I remember being here at the church in prayer asking God for a pulpit right here, for a foyer at the front door, for a fellowship hall, a kitchen. And because I was in His perfect Will, meaning I had done what he had commanded, he allowed me to have His permissive will. 

And when God gives you permission, He then allows you to go into His providential Will, where He provides for what he has permitted you to do. When God approved my plans for the building, He sent the materials and the people to bring it to pass. We have seen God’s (3) wills operate here at new Faith right before our eyes. When others said no, God said yes.

We must understand that God does let us make our decisions sometime. God knew that I He had given me a talent and educated me in architecture and interior design. So therefore He could trust me to layout the church. So if someone ask who laid out the interior, I can say I did for the most part, although I had influence and input form New Faith. But it was because God allowed me to in His Permissive Will.

God will allow us to have some credit, but we can never get the glory. The glory always belongs to God, but God will give credit where credit is due. God will give a preacher a message, but He allows them to deliver the message in their own way, using their own talents. God will give you a song, but he will allow you to sing it your way. Understand what I am saying?

We as Christians must understand these three wills. For many times we do not receive what we want because God has not received what he wants. Many of us are out of God’s will. You won’t do God’s perfect will and pay your tithes but you want his permissive and providential wills to get a new car. There is a divine order in these three wills and you must follow the order.

(We are going to the scriptures, but I want us to understand these (3) wills of God first, Amen!)

Remember we Have (1) God’s Perfect Will, (2) God’s Permissive Will and (3) God’s Providential Will.

I don’t care how grown we think we are, we still have to have permission. I remember when I was a teenager in high school; I had a truck, folks kept me with a few dollars in my pocket. I had permission to charge stuff at the store. But even though I had these things I still had to have permission form my parents to go places.

And if I was out of my parent’s perfect will, then I was not given permission to do and go where I willed. And we as parents have our children all confused. The reason they can’t do God’s will is because we had showed them the wrong order of the wills. 

What some of us do is we put the providential will first, meaning we provide them everything they need and want first. Then we let them have their permissive will to go and do as they please. Then when we want them to do our perfect will, when we tell them to clean their rooms or take out the garbage. They disobey, because we have taught them the wrong order of the wills.

Why should they do your perfect will, they already have their permissive will, they do as they please. They already have all everything they want. They have no incentive to do what you command. We give our children too much authority and freedom, they don’t know how to ask, “Father May I.” 

           Body:   (Read v. 1)!
We note that in this time the children of Israel have no king and they have been split up into 12 tribes according to Jacob’s sons. And here the Danites are the tribe of Jacob’s son Dan and they are seeking land in which they might dwell. For they were the last tribe to receive their inheritance and what was promised had not been fulfilled.

And New Faith is like the tribe of Dan. God has promised us some things that have not come to pass. But in order for us to get what God has for us, we must remember His (3) wills.

(Read v. 2)!

We note here that they sent (five) men to search for land that they may possess. We know that the number 5 is grace. So in essence they sent grace to search for a home. 

We know that David said in the 23rd number of Psalms, “grace and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life”. But we can also send grace and mercy. I send it with my family every morning as I pray.

We also make mention in this scripture that they stayed with a man named Micah. Now Micah was not a man of God, in fact he was a man made priest, meaning he had no authority of God to be a priest. And if you read on down you will discover that the Danites killed and plundered Micah’s house on the way to their new homeland.

This let’s us know that sometimes God allows us to sleep with the enemy.  (I believe that’s a movie isn’t it?) And sometimes I imagine many times we felt we were sleeping with the enemy when we lay down with our spouses to sleep at night. (But that’s another message)

(Read v. 3)!

It says that when they were at Micah’s house who was a false priest, they heard the voice of a Levite or a priest. For we know that the tribe of Levi or the Levites were the tribe of priest. So in our terms they heard the voice of a preacher. Many times we have turned our heads to someone, because they sounded like a preacher, I know I have. “Man you sound like a preacher”

On many occasions I have been in unfamiliar places around people I did not know. And people would hear me talking and come and acknowledge me as a preacher. I wasn’t preaching I was just talking. But they heard the voice. (Somebody say the voice) It was not my voice they recognized but it was the voice of God.

The scripture said they recognize the voice of the Levite. God said my sheep know my voice and a stranger they will not follow. It’s the voice of God that we hear and follow, not the voice of the individual.

I don’t like to hear myself preach, because I don’t really like my own voice. And Sis. Ross told me once that you just sound funny to you, but we know the voice. And it occurred to me that its not me your hearing but it’s the voice of God.

(Read v. 4 & 5)!

Notice in verse 5 what happens. They ask the priest to ask God’s permission. 
You see God gave Israel the Levites or the priest that they might seek God. And this order still exists today. God always has a man or woman of God who we can go to for counsel and to seek God’ will. Even I have to go to other Pastors for advice and counsel. You see the preacher is not above the word; the same rule applies for me that apply for you.

And God has put the Pastor in place for our benefit. But how many of us really go to our man or woman of God for advice in the will of God. And I don’t care what you say, God will not tell you everything, for some things we must go through the pastor or minister.

Our problem is we seek counsel from the ungodly. We run to the folk in the world who do not have a clue what the will of God is. We go to folk with marital issues that have never been married. That’s like going to the drunks and asking them how to quit drinking. He doesn’t know he is still drinking. He will be like” when you find out let me know”.

(Read v. 6)!

It doesn’t say this, but after the request was made the priest more than likely went to God in prayer. Now sometimes God will quicken our spirits immediately with His will, but sometimes we as God’s servants we have to lay before the Lord for his will. This is why we often say let us pray about a thing.

And we must always pray and ask God’s permission when going and doing things in the church. I remember one time I took an engagement, without asking God’ permission. And he let me go, but I was by myself. And I remember saying man them folk over there are dead. But God spoke to me and said, no your were dead because you went alone.

And from that day on I always ask God before I take an appointment, because God does not want us to go anywhere without His permission. .

I remember going places as a young man without my parent’s permission. And something bad would always happen because I was somewhere I did not have permission to be.

Conclusion: 
So in our conclusion we see that in verse 6 God had told them to go in peace. And many of us do not have peace of mind; we do not have peace in our homes, because we are out of the will of God. The only way to have peace is to do the will of God. And if you do not have peace then that’s a sure sign, that god has commanded you to do something and you haven’t done it.


I remember once God told me to preach something and I didn’t and that thing bothered me so, I couldn’t eat or sleep. And everybody in my family knows I am going to always eat and sleep in peace. But I learned a valuable lesson, that if I want peace I must do God’s will. 

And God will not give us another task, until we have finished the previous one.

And let us remember that we must always ask God’ permission to operate in His Permissive Will. In essence we must remember these words: 

Father May I?

Even Jesus asked God’s permission. In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus said “if it be thy will let this bitter cup pass form me”. But it was God’s will that His son Jesus die for our sins. For without the shed of innocent blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

Jesus did the will of His father and so should we. God’s will for us today is that we accept His son Jesus and be an example to the world.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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