          Text: 
I Peter 2:1-3 (Key verse 2)
      Subject: 
From Wearing Diapers To Changing Diapers
   Objective: 
In this text we will look at the natural needs of a newborn baby as well as the spiritual needs of a newborn believer in Christ. We will examine ourselves to see if we are still wearing diapers or are we now changing diapers.

Introduction:
 It is interesting to me how when an infant is born their desire for milk is also born. You see while they were in their mothers womb, they essentially ate what mother ate. But as soon as they were born all they desire is milk. This is how we as believers are as well. Before we accepted Christ we ate what ever the world gave us. But when we became born again believers, we then thirst after milk, which is the word of God. You can easily tell a newborn babe from one whom has grown, because the desire for milk is much stronger in a newborn babe. 


A newborn babe also has to keep a diaper on. Amen and we as the grown ups must change the diapers as needed. Just like newborn babies mess their diapers, so do we as newborn believers. Well one might ask how do I mess my diaper when I’m grown? When we have been born again and fall back into our old sinful ways, we have essentially messed our diapers. I remember calling my wife a many of times after I had fell back into drugs and saying baby I done messed up, and she would say what you do Keith. All I had done was messed my diaper. I couldn’t change any ones diapers because I was still messing my own diaper. And this is where many of us are today; we have been babes for too long. And it is because we are not being feed milk or because we are not drinking the milk.

I.
After we are born again we must put down some things (Read v. 1)!
It is essential that we lay aside every weight that so easily beset us. Some of us can’t feed on the milk because we have not made room for the milk. Before we can get something new in us, we have to throw something old out of us. This is why a lot of folk still have the same old furniture in their homes. It’s not because they can’t afford new furniture, its because they do not have any room for new furniture. I see my mom do it all the time, she gives something away and next week there will be something new to replace it. We must throw out sin, before God can come in. Now if you haven’t thrown anything out of your life, then do not expect God to put something in your life. God can’t give you peace of mind when you still got envy and strife in your heart. God can’t give you a husband when you still messing your diapers messing with somebody else’s husband. Got to give up something to get something. I had to give up drugs and alcohol, before I could get the vision. 

II.       After we have put down some things we then must have a desire (Read v. 2)!
The scripture says desire the sincere milk of the word. That word sincere also means pure. It is essential that we give the babies pure or good milk. If we drink sour milk it will make us sick. Now many of us are not growing because we are getting sour milk. Well how does the milk become sour? Now remember for newborn babes in Christ, milk is the word of God. We know that the word of God is pure because God is pure. But when we take the word and turn and twist it to justify our sins, which turns the word sour. Then we give it to a baby and they get sick, you tell how healthy a baby is by their diapers. You see babies are supposed to mess their diapers, it’s us grown folks that look bad when we mess our pants.
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(Read v.2 again)

That we may grow thereby, we cannot grow as new babes in Christ without the word of God. Folk have been in church for years and still have not grown because they do not desire and feed of the pure word of God. We grow stronger and faster when we feed off pure milk. And the only way to make sure the milk is pure is to get it straight from the cow. By this I mean we need to study the word for ourselves, personal bible study is essential to our growth. Hearing the preacher is great and necessary, coming to bible study is great and necessary, but studying by yourself for yourself is the best way to grow.

III.
  Now that the desire is there God says now taste of me (Read v. 3)!
After a baby gets its first taste of milk, the only thing that will satisfy them is the milk that you started them out on. Once you have tasted God’s sweetness you won’t desire anything else. But our problem is we won’t get close enough to taste of God. We can smell from a distance, we can hear from afar off, we can even see way down the road. But in order to taste something we must get close to it. But every body wants to sit at the back of the church, oh you can hear from back there, you can see from back there, but you can not taste until you come down to the alter. We come to the alter for pray to get close to God. God said draw night to me and I will draw nigh to thee. This is why we ask the sinners to come to the front in revival; they need to get close to God. I remember when I use to sit at the back of the church, but now I want to be right up front. In the congress this week I went to the front of the class. I don’t care who is looking at me I want to get close to God. God wants you to know that the closer you get to the Pastor then the closer you get to Him. And the closer you are to the supplier then the better the milk. And if you know someone who is not close to God, then it behooves you not to get close to them.

When a baby needs changing they will let you know, either you will smell them or they will cry out. And the elders of the church can smell the babes when they have messed themselves. We have a different look about us when we have sinned. My wife could tell when I had messed up. Again we can smell when a baby has messed their diapers. And we too as Christians can smell one another when we mess up. Some folk I don’t care to be around because they smell. The children at school, who smell, tend to be by themselves, its not that they are not nice, it’s just the fact that they smell. Some of us smell in here today, and when I open the doors of the all I’m really doing is trying to change your diaper. You see if you don’t change a baby’s diaper a rash will come and then it’s hard to get them to stop crying. We do the same as born again believers, when we don’t get our diapers changed we too get a rash. That’s why some of us are always crying. Every time you see us we complaining about something, something is always wrong, we have a rash. 

Conclusion: 
And as we close, let us examine ourselves to see if we are wearing or changing diapers. For there is no in between, either you are messing them or changing them. Some may say well I mess my diaper and I can change my diaper. I want to serve notice on you; a baby can’t change its own diaper. This is why many of us are still messed up today, thinking we can change ourselves. Folk won’t talk to anyone else about their mess, that’s why they are still in their mess. I had to get someone to change my diaper and then I had to be taught how to change a diaper, before I could actually perform the task. So if you have not changed a diaper, then chances are you are still wearing a diaper.

Invitation  
I’m so glad that God loved us enough to send Jesus to change our diaper. You see Adam messed himself when he disobeyed God and the Bible said that messed all of us up. But Jesus came and cleaned us up. He died that we may have a right to the tree of Life. And they crucified Him and buried Him in a borrowed tomb, but early one Sunday morning he arose with all power! All you have to do is accept Jesus as your personal saviour and you will be changed.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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