          Text: 
Acts 5:1-11
      Subject: 
If You Don’t Tell I Won’t Tell
   Objective: 
In this text today we will look at how we as Christians often try to deceive one another, while all the time God knows our true intentions. 

Introduction:
 We all have had the If you don’t tell I won’t tell syndrome. We all have at some time or another gotten our stories or lies together with someone else. I remember often times as growing up doing something with my cousins we did not have any business doing, but we thought we were in the clear because we thought had our stories together. But we would always have a crack in the story and end up getting a whooping. This is what happened to Ananias and Sapphira. They told themselves if you don’t tell, I won’t tell.


When the police are settling a dispute, they always separate the parties, so they can see if everybody’s stories line up. And just so happened on this story the Holy Ghost had them separated so that one would not be able to blame the other.

I.
First, They had the wrong motive (Read 4:34-37)!
We see that other folk were selling their land and possessions and laying the money at the apostle’s feet. The reason they had sold the land in the first place was to do what someone else was doing. Many folk in the church don’t want to do anything until they see someone else do it. They don’t want to see anybody out do them, wrong motive. They don’t want to lead a song until you lead one. They don’t want to put on a program until you put on a program.

When they sold the possession they may have wanted to do right, but there is something about money that makes folk do stupid things. If we look back on some things we done that did not make any sense, I sure you can find a trace of money in the situation. Amen no doubt Annanias and Sapphira had a greater love for money than they had for God. And it is hard to let go of something you love. And many folk in the church are the same way. That’s why they don’t pay their tithes, and many folk you turn in a tithe envelope still are not paying their tithes, but If you don’t tell I won’t tell.
II.
They told a lie they did not have to tell (Read v. 3-4)!
In essence Peter is telling Annanias that the lie you are telling in unnecessary. He said the possession was yours to do with what you pleased. God did not require them to sell this possession they took it upon themselves to make this pledge. But God said in Ecclesiastes 5:5 Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.

Anybody ever told a lie you really did not have to tell? I know I have told lies that I have said to myself, you know you really did not have to tell that lie. They wouldn’t have known one way or the other. But there are some folk that seem to lie for a living. I say that because every time you see them they are lying. And like Peter here it frustrates us so that we sometime shave to confront them and catch them in their lies.

Peter told Ananias, thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. We need to understand that when you come to the church in deception, you are not trying to deceive man but God. When say we are doing this, when God knows we are not, you can fool man but you can’t fool the Holy Ghost. 

I have gotten to the point where I can look at my boys at home and tell when they are about to lie. There countenance changes right before they lie. Some folk call it the goofy look; they stop looking at you and start looking at the walls and the floor. And I imagine Ananias had a goofy look on his face as well, which prompted Peter to ask him why hast thou lied to the Holy Ghost.

We see that there were dire consequences to Ananias’ and Sapphira’s deception. And we as Christians should take a lesson from this husband and wife and not lie to anyone, but certainly not to God. For Ananias dropped dead without saying a word and the custom in that time was that they would be wrapped in grave linens and be buried. The family did not have to make funeral arrangements you were just buried

III.
 Sapphira had the chance to set it straight (Read v. 7-9)! 
IF YOU DON’ TELL I WON’ TELL

Verse 7, tells us that Sapphira showed up about 3 hours after her husband. Now I had to ask myself why did they not come together in this web of deception. But after I thought about it, I came to the conclusion that it was possible that Sapphira went shopping. For the record has it that they sold a possession and kept a portion of the money. For often we know that when we get a few dollars in our pockets the first thing we want to do is go shopping. (Amen ladies) And my wife likes to go to the stores even if she doesn’t have any money. But when she does have some money, I can’t go with her, why because she stays a little too long for me.

And I imagine Sapphira wanted to go to the store and Annanias knowing his wife said, I’ll go on down to the church and give this thing to the Apostles and you can come on down when you get back from the store. 

So she shows up three hours later, not knowing her husband was dead. Yet she knows what amount her and her husband has agreed upon to tell the Apostles. But she still has the opportunity to tell the truth. We must understand that we make the choice to lie. Satan cannot make us do it, he can only tempt us, but he cannot make us do anything.

(Read v. 8-9)!

IV.       This was a bad situation yet something good came out of it. (Read v. 10-11)!
Only God can take a lie and produce good fruits. Satan meant it for bad, but God meant it for good. These sudden deaths brought great fear upon those who heard and witnessed these events. Sometimes we have to be shown that God does not play. And death has a way of getting our attention. So the good thing is that through this entangled web of deception that this husband and wife weaved is that others had a witness to the power of God. And an example has been set on how to not to lie to God.

Conclusion: 
And as I close, my brother sand my sisters; let us not take the (IF YOU DON’T TELL I WON’T TELL) attitude.  Let us be honest and truthful in our dealings. Especially when it come to the church. If you do not pay your tithes then don’t pretend to. If you don’t like somebody, then don’t pretend to. We don’t have to agree with everybody, we just have to love everybody. Don’t smile in their face then talk about them behind their back, just go and find someone you like.


And remember like He did Ananias and Sapphira, the Holy Ghost will tell on you. 

And when it comes to my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, I can’t take the (IF YOU DON’T TELL I WON’T TELL) attitude. For I have been commissioned by God to tell the good news wherever I go. That Jesus is alive and well. 

Oh I know they crucified Him on the cross. I wasn’t there, but I know that He died, for I too had to be crucified in the flesh. 

I know they laid Him in the grave, and I wasn’t there but I know that they did, for they left me for dead on day and wrote me off, said I would never be nothing but a drug addict.

But on the third day morning, the bible says He rose from the grave. I wasn’t there when He rose but I know that He did, for one day He rose up in me, and I haven’t been the same since.

For when Christ rose I too rose from the grave, of drugs, I rose above the things of this world. Now my eyes are set on heavenly things.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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