INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIP 

Matthew 14:22-23

In this text today we will talk about Individual Fellowship. And the first letter we see in the word Individual is I. And we all should be able to identify with this letter, because I represent oneself and we may not know other, but we all know ourselves.

(Read v. 22-23)!

We see here in this text where Jesus sent the multitudes away. But it was what He done after he sent them away is what we really want to focus on today.

When Jesus sent the folk away, in essence he gave them a benediction. Now in the church we all are familiar with the benediction. For many times we anticipate the benediction, because we are ready to leave. Now we know that it is good for us to come together. For God said forsake not the assembling of yourselves together. Amen But we must also realize that it is good for us to disassemble. For we must disassemble in order to get to a place called individual fellowship.

But often times the fellowship doesn’t start until after the benediction. Folk can’t get in the service, can’t say Amen, looking at their watches, and as soon as the preacher gives the benediction. Then we have small talk for 30 minutes after service.

(Read v. 22 again)!

We see in this text that Jesus also sent his disciples away. And the disciples were as close to Jesus as anyone could get. So this lets us know that sometimes we have to even separate ourselves form those who are dear to us. We have to get away form our husbands and wives sometime. Children we have to get away for our close friends, we even have to set ourselves apart from one another as children of God.

My wife can tell when I do not want to be bothered and so can I. And in order for us to have Individual Fellowship with the Lord, we must get to ourselves. Not only do we have to separate ourselves from folk, but we also have to turn off the TV, we have to turn off the issues of the day, whether it be politics, a project on the job, we have to lay down these things to have Individual fellowship.

So when Jesus had sent the disciples and the multitude away, He went up in to a mountain alone to pray. Here Jesus gives us an example of what Individual Fellowship is. But notice did not tell them how to have a Individual Fellowship, he showed them how to have Individual Fellowship. If we want our children to have an Individual Fellowship with God, then they should see us having Individual Fellowship with Him. If all our children see is Sunday fellowship, then guess what they are going to have, Sunday fellowship.

EXAMPLE: Lock a husband and wife up in a 10’ x 10’ room for an indefinite period of time. Now at first things will be fine, There will be some hello honey, sugar, how are you today, fine, praise the Lord. But over time it will begin to get a little uneasy in the room. Honey and sugar will turn to what you want. The how are you this morning may turn to well I’ve been better.

And it’s not that the love is not there, it’s just that we all need our own private time “or space as they say”. We must understand that we were created as Individuals.

Lets’ look at this word Individual: If we take Individual and draw a line between the N and the D and another line between the D and the U, we see we have three parts. We have IN – DIVIDE & UAL. In = means to be in a place. Divide means to separate and we all know whom you all are. So the word Individual simply means I’m IN a place DIVIDED form UAL.

Now it’s good to be with you all. For God said in Psalms 133 How good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. But Jesus also showed us that it is good to be away from you all. For we know that sometimes UAL (you all) can be something else. Church folk can be some of the meanest folk. Sometimes we get more love from the world, than we do our own brothers and sisters in Christ.

The reason many churches can’t have church or true fellowship is because the members do not have an Individual relationship with God. (It’s Personal) Before we can come together and praise God, we must first praise Him by ourselves. We have to worship Him at the House before we can come to church and worship Him. 

In high school when I was dating my wife. I could not get to know here when she was around her friends. I had to get her by herself in order to get to know her. We had to have some one on one fellowship. And this is the only way we can get to know God.

We must also understand that for a relationship to be healthy, we need time to ourselves. God created us as individuals and we all need time to occupy our own space in time. This why doctors do all they can to separate Siamese twins, because they know that if they do not separate them they will not live a normal life span. In fact many die as infants. And it is because our Individuality is what makes us who we are. 

And if we can’t have time to ourselves to be who God made us, then we become unhealthy and die. And this is why many Christians are un healthy today, it’s because they do not have the Individual relationship with God. The only relationship they have is in church on Sunday morning, and that will not do.

INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIP

Now that we’ve talked about INDIVIDUAL, now let’s talk about FELLOWSHIP for a few minutes. We all are familiar with fellowship, for we are about some of the most fellowshipping people in the world. We have program after program, reception after reception, reunion after reunion, Barbeque after Barbeque, and the list goes on and on. But many times we leave God out on then fellowship.

First we must understand that it only takes two to fellowship. For God said, Where there are two or more gathered in my name… Now the more the merrier as they say, But all I need is me and God. Anybody ever had church in the car and had to pull over.

Now this word fellowship is simply a gathering of more than one fellow. We must understand that the Individual is a tri-part being. We have (1) a Body, (2) a Soul, & (3) a Spirit. And within the Individual there fellows, known as (1) Our Mind, (2) Our Will & (3) Our Emotions. 

And in order for us to Fellowship with God these three fellows must come together. For many times we can get two of them together, but getting all three can be a task. It’s like getting everybody to the dinner table now, it’ hard. But many times we are at church and we have our Will and Emotions there, but our mind will be across town. Or we will have our Mind and Will but our emotions didn’t come. Meaning we are just there, can’t clap, can’t praise God, can’t shout. Folk who don’t have their emotions are usually asleep.

You see it’s Our Emotions that make us cry when there is nothing to cry about. It’s makes us laugh when ain’t nothing funny, makes you run when ain’t nobody behind you.

Our Mind is how we connect with God. This is why God said we must renew our minds. 

And Our Will is simply what we want to do. We are here because it was our will to be here today.

So when we bring these three fellows together, Our Mind, Our Will and Our Emotions, then we separate ourselves from everyone else. Then and only then can we have INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIP.

And we must grasp the power that the Individual has. For the word of God tells us that by one man (Adam) sin entered into the world and by one man (Jesus) we were redeemed.

And as I close let us remember that Jesus set the example here in this text as to how we should have INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIP with God.

We thank God for His word.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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