Text: Leviticus 27:30-34 & Malachi 3:7-12
Subject: Is God worth a dime?
Objective: In this text we will look at the tenth, why it was instituted and what do we benefit from giving our tithes to the Lord as well as the consequence for not giving them. 
Introduction: God is only asking us for a dime for every dollar, time and talent we possess. And when we look at it, it takes a pretty stingy thoughtless Christian not to want to give God a dime when he has given us a dollar. If I give you a dollar and then discover that I need a dime to make a phone call, and you tell me you don’t have it, when I know you do because I just gave it to you. That not only makes you selfish but that also makes you a liar. And that’s how many of us as Christians are we say to God we just don’t have it. We got bills and we need gas money to make it next week, little John John got sick this week and I had to take him to the doctor. Excuse after excuse, but God did not ask for an excuse He asked us for a dime.
First,

I. Let’s look at the history of tithing.
A. Kings have always received offerings from those they ruled.
Throughout history those in authority have always received gifts from the people. It was customary then and it is still customary today. When folk came to see King Solomon to ask him of something, they brought a gift with them. Even today those that are in authority receive gifts. I was watching a documentary one day how even criminals pay honor to their crime bosses. The mob has a hierarchy where the mob boss does not do anything but collect from all the other bosses under him. Every time they make a dollar a percentage of that goes to the boss. This is done out of respect and honor for authority.
B. Our father Abraham gave his tithe to the Lord (Read Gen. 14:19-20)
19 And he blessed him, and said, blessed be Abram of the most High God, a possessor of heaven and earth: 
20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.
Abraham knew it was God that gave him what he had. So therefore he showed his honor and respect by giving a tithe on all he had. When we do not tithe we let God know that we do not thank Him for what He has done for us.
C. Taxes are nothing but a form of tithing
Like God our local, state and federal governments tells us what percentage we will pay as far as taxes and we pay them. Oh yes, we pay our tithes to the government. There is a saying I don’t have to do nothing but die and pay my taxes. We pay our taxes with no problem, why because we do not want the government coming after us or taking our possessions. Yet God has also told us what to pay but we ignore Him. We fail to realize that God is the one with all the power, the only power the government has is what God gives them. Jesus told Pilate that the only power he had is what his Father in heaven gave him. It is right to pay our taxes to the government and it is right to pay our tithes to the Lord. When they came to Jesus and asked him if it was right for them to give a tribute to Caesar and Jesus told them to show him a coin and on this coin was the mark of Caesar. He told them to render to Caesar that which belongs to Caesar and render to God that which belongs to God. And if we look at our money it has the United States of America on it and in God we trust. We are to pay or taxes and our tithes.
II. What to tithe?
A. Our time
Some of us pay our money but we don’t want to give our time. We want to give a donation but we do not want to help out. We have become do nothing Christians. Some folk send their money to church but they are too busy to go to church. God has given us each day, each hour, and each minute we have and all He asks for is a dime of our time. All the rest we can do with what we choose.
B. Our Talents
We all have different talents and these talents like everything else we have is a gift from God. What you can do I can’t do or maybe you can do it better than me and vice versa. That’s why it takes all of us working together to make this thing work. We have folk that can sing, but they don’t want to. And when they do you have to beg them. Some folk have a gift to speak and they won’t even testify. Some of us have many talents. While some of us are just good at one thing. But however many talents we have God only wants a dime of our talents.
C. Our Possessions
Our material possessions are the hardest for us to let go off. Sometimes we can pay our tithes, we can use our talents, but giving up our possessions is hard. The rich young ruler came to Jesus and asked him what else he needed to do. He said I have kept the commandments and live by the word. But Jesus told him to sell all that he had, give it to the poor and follow him. And he went away heart broken, why? because he did not want to give up his possessions. Jesus had told him to lay up treasure in heaven. We are like this rich young ruler, we have clothes and shoes we don’t even wear but we won’t give them away. Or we say it has sentimental value, I don’t use it but somebody gave it to me. Well if they gave it to you, look like you can give it to someone else too. We must pass our blessings along. Some have more earthly possessions and money than they can use, yet they do not help the less fortunate. And when we do give stuff away we give to folk who don’t really need it. To whom much is given much is required and that covers our time, our talents and our possessions.
III. Why the tithe? (God gave Sis. Ross something on this in her thought for the week)
A. It shows gratitude and honor
Like our father Abraham, we must understand that God is worth a dime. He is our benefactor and our tenth shows our honor and gratitude for God’s blessing. Some folk pay their tithes grudgingly, meaning they really don’t want to give, or they give it looking for something in return. We must be in the right spirit when giving because, God loves a cheerful giver. If you don’t want to give it then don’t. 
It takes faith in God to tithe and if you don’t have faith in God then you can’t tithe. My faith use to be in money, my faith use to be in my job, but when He took both of those things from me. I had to put my faith in something else, I had to put all my faith and trust in God. And you know what, once I totally depended on God, then He began to bless me more than I could fathom. I lived better with out a job than when I had a job. When you realize who gave you your dollar, you don’t have a problem giving Him a dime. Some of us think that we got everything we have on our own. Sometimes God has to take some stuff from us to realize who gave it to us. It was Job who said the Lord God giveth and the Lord God taketh away. Sometimes we can’t see because our possessions have us blinded.

B. It opens up a window for more blessings (Read Mal. 3:10)
10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of host, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room to receive it.
When you bless God’s storehouse, the church, then He in turn blesses us. Any household needs money, food and furnishings to be a home. If all the needs are not meet then it is not a happy home. The church is God’s home and it needs everything our individual homes need. In our responsive reading this month we see how Israel was adorning their houses while the house of God lies waste. God said if we will give Him a dime, He will give us more. We sing the song “You can’t beat God’s giving”. And I ‘m a witness the more you give the more he gives to you. He will not let you beat him giving.
C. It builds a fence around us (Read Mal. 3:11)
11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruit of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of Host. 
A lot of folk lose what they have because they did not pay honor and respect to the one who gave them what they have. But if you pay your tithes, God said He will not only bless us, but he will also protect our blessings from our enemies. Doing God’s will builds a hedge around us, that the enemy can’t penetrate.
Conclusion: We as Christians short change ourselves when we do not obey God and pay our tithes. Even those who say that the tithe has been done away with, we still need to ask ourselves is God worth a dime. And if we love him for who he is and what he has done for us, I think we all should agree that he is worth much more than a dime, yet because he is so good he only asked for a dime the other 90 cents is for us.
DEATH BURIAL RESSURECTION (AD-LIB)
God only wants a dime, but our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ gave his all. We have been bought with a high price and that price was the body and the blood of Jesus.
INVITATION:
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