Text: 
2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
      Subject: 
JESUS People!
   Objective: 
My brothers and my sisters today we will examine the fact that we all are called some kind of people. But we will come to the conclusion that the only people God has saved from destruction is JESUS People!
Introduction:
 All of us label people by how we see them. We are called black people because our skin is dark. We call white people white because there skin is white. We have some folk we call lying people because every time we see them they are spreading lies. We have stopped calling midgets, midgets now we call them little people. We have a label for all kinds of people.


The church has even been split up into different categories. We have the Baptist people, the COGIC people, the Methodist people, the Church of Christ people and the list goes on and on. They all use the same bible but they do things differently, and they all talk about each other. Failing to see that denomination is not important, what’s important is the blood of JESUS. Because when He comes back he won’t be looking for Hampshire, He won’t Kingdom Connections or any other church, but He will be looking for JESUS People!


We even categorize our acquaintances by how we view them. And we have two general categories. Either you are good people or you are bad people. For instance is someone ask us about a good friend of our, we may say “Oh yeah, I know Rev. Ester he is good people”. However, if that person is not so good, we won’t call them bad people, because we learned at an early age that if you can’t say anything good, don’t say anything at all.


But how many know, no matter how good you are good won’t get you into heaven. I heard and old preacher say, “ It’s a lot of good people in Hell and on their way to Hell. Simply because they have not accepted JESUS!


(Are you JESUS People?)


So I no longer consider myself black people, I no longer consider myself good people, but from this day forward I want to be known as JESUS people. 

After today, the next time we have to fill in our race on an application, they usually have a blank down there that says other. I don’t know about you but I am going to write in JESUS People. Why? Because I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. And Jesus makes it plain that is we are ashamed of Him before men, He will be ashamed of us before the Father in Heaven.


(Are you JESUS People?)
           Text:   Let’s look at our text:

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

Let’s talk about the name for a minute, for we know that there is much in a name. Our authority to preach, teach, baptize, even casting out demons is done in a name, and that name is Jesus. 

Now I know we customarily call ourselves Christians. And there is nothing wrong with that, but we must have some understanding of what the word means. We know that they were called them Christian first at Antioch.

The word Christians comes from the root word Christ. Amen, But how many know that Christ is not His name. Christ is His anointing, and we are anointed through His Name. 

Even though He was called the Christ, the scriptures let’s us know that His name was JESUS. Matthew 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
(Are you JESUS People?)

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

We don’t have a problem being called by His name, but the reason we are in the mess we are in is because we fail to do the rest of the verse. 

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves” The reason God has "humble themselves" first is because He hates pride. And pride is what keeps us form humbling ourselves. How many know can’t nobody humble you, but you?

Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.

Proverbs 29:23 A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.

This is why God says to us first, “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves”!
“and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways;”

Notice it says from their wicked ways. How many folk are blaming stuff on the devil that you thought up and carried out on your own. Some of us have plenty of wickedness in us without Satan lending us a hand. 

God says, “then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

Notice the word their, God never promised to do anything for anyone but His people. You want to find out who is a Jesus person, look at their land and their homes. Is the harvest plentiful on their land, ever noticed how one man’s field will reap a plentiful harvest and another man’s land right next to his will be unfruitful. Or how you can have peace in your home, but the folk next door fight all the time.

There is a healing going on in our land, because some JESUS people have humbled themselves, prayed, seeked the face of God and turned from their wickedness.

How do we identify Jesus People?
We will get to how God tells us to identify them. But the easiest way to is to watch them, why? Because wicked people act like Satan and JESUS people act like JESUS.

According to the scriptures, we know that Satan is a liar, a thief, a deceiver and a murderer. So when we see people doing these things and the like we know they must be wicked people.

According to the scriptures, we know that Jesus taught the word of God, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and had compassion on his fellowman. So when we see people ding these things and the like, we say they must be JESUS people. But hold on, for we know that many look like Jesus People, but they are missing one key ingredient. 

Satan has crept in the church unaware, and there is the proverbial wolf in sheep’s clothing. But a wolf can’t stand wool, after while that in sheep’s clothing wolf will begin to itch. And sooner or later he is going to have to scratch that itch. How many know that what is in you must come out. Many folk say oh that slipped out, I really did not mean to say that! Lord knows I did not want to curse them out like that!

God says how can we say we love God in whom we have never seen and hate our brothers and sisters we sit next to in church. 

We shout sing, pray and preach together on Sunday, but on Monday we can’t even speak to the person you sat next to in church. There is something wrong with that!

God says we do good things but we must have love, and love will make you speak to folk you know don’t like you.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

God is very clear on how to Identify JESUS People. He was talking with His disciples on how people will know they are His people in:

John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

Notice he said, “love one to another”. This is very important to the church, because if there is no love for one another in the church, can’t no love for one another go out of the church. 

(It starts at home)

Conclusion: 
And in my closing, First, we must understand that there are only two categories of people that the church should concern ourselves with and that is wicked people and JESUS people. And make no mistake about it, we can’t be both, either we are JESUS People or we are wicked people. And both are clearly identified in the scriptures.


Secondly, we must be clear and confident in this very thing that JESUS is the Son of GOD and He did die for our sins and was raised from the dead and now sits on the right hand of the Father.


Thirdly, JESUS is coming back for His people who are called by HIS name. So let us not get focused on name of our church or what denominations we uphold, but let us come together on JESUS!


Those looking for us will only know us by the love we have for one another


And lastly, remember this, we are not called to black, white or blue people (we were born that when we came into the world). We are not even called to be good people, but we have been called to represent Jesus Christ, so that makes us JESUS People!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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