Johnnie Watson Endowed Scholarship
Johnnie Watson Endowed Scholarship. Carolyn Watson-Perkins and her husband, James Perkins, have established The Johnnie Watson Endowed Scholarship in memory of Carolyn’s father. Mr. Watson, born in 1938 in Wheatley, Arkansas, died in 1989. Mr. Watson built a career of forty-one years with True Temper Company, located in Wheatley, AR. He was also a faithful member of Wheatley Church of God In Christ, where he served as Sunday School Superintendent and Y.P.W.W. President.  Maintaining farming and carpentry interests as well, Mr. Watson earned a widespread reputation for initiative, integrity, and fairness, which the scholarship recipient would be wise to emulate. 

Description:

Two Scholarships ($500 each) for one female and male’s tuition for one semester is available.

Criteria:

· Entering freshmen

· Full-time student

· High school cumulative GPA of 2.5

· Any degree program

· Residence of a rural community ( population less than 15,000)

· Evidence of regular church involvement

· Must attend a Historical Black College and University (HBCU)   

Procedure:

Submit essay, demographic information, letter from your Pastor discussing your church involvement, and contact information to: P.O. Box 252, Forrest City, AR  72336 or caw20@aol.com by March 15.

Selection Made by:

Joy of Life Ministries Scholarship Committee

For:  Immediate Release

Purpose

Joy of Life Ministries announces its Johnnie Watson Endowed Scholarship.  The purpose of the scholarship is to assist rural youth attending Historical Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) with college costs. 

Problem

As I look at the college attendance rate among residents in the Delta, I am disturbed.  Education attainment is very low in the Delta, resulting in lack of opportunity and hopelessness among rural residents.  According to the 1990 U.S. Census, only 16 percent of rural residents in the Delta achieved a bachelor degree or higher, compared with 21 percent in other Black-majority areas.  Furthermore, it was reported that 18 percent of residents residing in the Delta had completed less than the ninth grade, compared with 12 percent in other black-majority areas.  In an effort to address the low education attainment rate among residents in the Delta, the Joy of Life Ministries has established the Johnnie Watson Endowed scholarship.  

Joy of Life Academic Enrichment Program

Joy of Life Ministries plays a crucial educational and spiritual role in the development of rural youth. Although academic excellence is important, Joy of Life Ministries believes that prayer, fortitude, and faith are extremely important for the development of the whole man. It is imperative that our rural youth are empowered to meet future challenges with confidence and hope.  In an effort to assist rural youth in meeting those challenges, Joy of Life Ministries will continue to recognize the importance of educating the whole person (spirit, mind, and body).

Why HBCUs?

Approximately thirty of our HBCUs are church-related.  The Black Churches were the birthplaces of Black schools and of other agencies that sought to promote the development of Black people (Nelson, Yokley, and Nelson 1971).  

Furthermore, as a graduate of two HBCUs (University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff and Grambling State) and presently a Ph.D. student at Jackson State University, I strongly recommend a HBCU. My college experience has encouraged me to give back to my community.   

Request

I am requesting that you make copies of the scholarship announcement and distribute it to your High School students.  Also, I am asking that you post it on your web-site.

Sincerely,

James and Carolyn Perkins[image: image1.png]



