          Text: 
Luke 15:8-10
      Subject: 
Lost In The House
   Objective: 
In this text today we will look at the fact that the coin was not lost outside but it was lost inside the house. This particular scripture also ties to the church today. For many of us are in the house of God, yet we are still lost.

Introduction:
 My brothers and sisters, today we want to focus on the fact that the church is a house. And everyone that is in the house is not found. Jesus said himself that every one that says Lord, Lord will not see the kingdom of God. This tells me that there are some lost coins in the house of God. And it is my job it is also your job to sweep the house that the lost coins may be found.

I.
What seems small to us is great in Gods’ eyesight (Read v. 8)!
We see that the woman had only lost one piece of silver; she still had nine pieces left. However, she needed not to tend to the nine pieces for she knew where they were. Her focus was on that which was lost. Many times we as pastor’s and churches, we tend to focus more on outreach than on those that are lost in our own particular congregations. Sometimes we must take time to do some in reach along with the outreach. Like this woman we must sweep our house to find, that which is lost. Remember the coin was not lost outside, but it was misplaced inside the house.

The verse says, doth not she light a candle and sweep the house and seek diligently till she finds it? This verse tells us that the woman needed some tools to find the coin; first she needed some light, then she obviously need a broom. When the preacher is preaching and they begin to talk about Jesus, they have turned on the light. For my bible teaches me that Jesus is the light of the world. The broom is simply the word of God. And when the word of God is preached, the house is being swept. It was the light and the broom that found us. 

A lot of folk don’t come to church because they do not want to be found out. I had a brother tell me one day that he don’t like to go to church because the preacher is always talking about folk business. You see that light and broom hurts sometimes. Folk must realize that it’s not so much the preacher, but it is the word, it is that broom (the word of God) that rubs us the wrong way. I am a witness because I have felt that broom, dig into a few of my cracks and crevices, stuff the preacher did not know about, but God did. You see a broom was designed to get in the corners, the cracks and the crevices. You may be able to hide from me, but we cannot hide from God.

Verse 8 goes on to say that she seeks diligently. Many of us would have done a quick search and been done. Sometimes we seek for those who are lost but not diligently. Many of us would have been content with the nine coins and said the other one will turn up one day. But what if God had been content with those whom were already found. Then he would not have sent his son Jesus, and then we would have been lost. Jesus said in Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. Those whom are already saved have no need of a savior. Our mission in the church is the same as Jesus’, to find that which is Lost, and some are already in the house yet they are still lost.

 Sometimes we have to loose something before we will sweep the house. This woman’s house may have been filthy and she would not have cleaned the house until she lost something that was important to her. So in the process of searching for the lost coin, the house was cleaned. Many of us are the same way, when we go to looking for something, which was lost, we sometimes find that we really need to clean up. We have junk under the bed our closets are junky. But we had to loose something before we found out we needed to clean house. 

In verse 9 we will see that she call her friends and neighbors to rejoice with her.  And many of us do not clean house until company is coming. Amen. Want to see how a person keeps house, then show up unannounced. Even in the church, if you want to see how clean a church is spiritually, you need to show up unannounced. When you go to an evening program, sometimes that is not a true reflection of the house. They knew you were coming and they had a chance swept the house before you got there. 

II.
She had a party for the one coin (Read v. 9)!
Due to her diligent seeking, she found the coin, which was lost. I imagine she shouted by herself for a while, but then she wanted to have some company to help her to celebrate. Notice she did not rejoice until the coin was found. We shout and rejoice in the church all through service, but when one comes down to the alter to rededicate their lives we have nothing to say. When the bible teaches us that when one is found, then we should shout for joy. Instead we say to ourselves, I wonder how long are they going to stay in church this time. We extend the right hand of fellowship but we do not rejoice as this woman or the angels in heaven do when one is found.

III.
  Rejoicing is reserved for the Lost (Read v.10)!
The verse shows us that the angels in heaven are always anxious to rejoice for one that has been found. We must also understand that when we were found, the angels also rejoiced over us. But this is a one time heavenly rejoicing, for whom the son sets free is free indeed. So once Jesus has found you, then you cannot be lost again. The angels’ praise is reserved for the newcomers. The woman did not rejoice over the nine pieces of silver that she had not lost, but she rejoiced over the one piece that was lost in the house.

Conclusion: 
And as I close today, let us remember that it is our jobs to turn on the light which is Jesus Christ, and take the broom which is the word of God and sweep until we find that which is lost. This means the lost cannot find themselves, this means we have work to do. Many of us are here today, because some one turned on Jesus and swept and swept until we were found.  I’m so glad that God so loved the world, that He sent His son Jesus, to sweep the house to find that which was lost. When my Jesus healed the sick, He was sweeping the house, when He fed the hungry, He was sweeping the house, when He raised the dead He was sweeping the house. And when He was crucified on the cross, He was still sweeping the house. And when God raised Him from the dead, Jesus stopped sweeping and passed the broom to the disciples and told them to sweep the world to find that which is lost. And our task here today is to take the Light of the World, who is Jesus Christ and take the broom which is the word of God and sweep the house until we find that which is lost.

The only way to God is through Jesus and the only way to Jesus is by hearing the gospel.


Let us remember that many are lost in the house and we must sweep the house of God until they are found.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross

PAGE  
2

