Text: 
Isaiah 61:3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.


Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

Psalms 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
      Subject: 
No Shirt - No Shoes - No Service
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters today we will examine the fact that many of time we do not get what we want from God because we come to him any kind of way. In essence we come to Him indecent and expect to get something decent. 


We will also come to the conclusion that many of us come to the house of God with NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, BUT WE STILL WANT SERVICE. In fact we have some in hear right now who don’t have their shirt and shoes on. And some of us will discover why God is not answering our prayers.

Introduction:
 I remember the times when you went to the restaurant and you would see a sign in the window that said. NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE. Now many of us probably never gave that sign much thought, but it was a very ethical statement.


What the restaurant was really saying was if you can’t come in this place decent and in order, then we will not serve you. They did not care how much money is in your pocket; you still were not getting served. And God is not concerned with what’s in your pocket; God only deals with what’s in your heart.

Now this also protected the other customers in the store from having to look at something indecent while they ate their meals. And I don’t know about you I sure wouldn’t want someone sitting next to me while I am eating with no SHIRT or SHOES on.

And I surely don’t want to sit next to someone in church who can’t praise and worship God. Amen, in fact we need to be more careful who we sit by in church, we need to start looking to see if folk have on the SHIRT and SHOES, before we sit down next to them. Amen


And many times we come into the house of God indecent and we still expect to be served whatever it is we want form God. But I want you to know today that God says: NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NOR SERVICE.

I know some of you may be a little perplexed about the NO SHIRT, NO SHOES. Being that you have both a shirt on and shoes. But what we must understand is that God is not concerned with what you have on in the natural. For God says, “I am a Spirit and those that worship me must worship me in Spirit and in truth. 

So the SHIRT and the SHOES we are referring do not come from Tommy Hilfiger, JC Penney, Colony Shop or Wal-mart. But they come from Heaven. How many know that there is a Spiritual storehouse in heaven? And if you know Jesus you don’t have to pay. Just put it on the Jesus account!

NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE!

           Text:   

Isaiah 61:3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

We want to focus on the “garment of praise” for a shirt is a garment. Amen and the garment of praise is our spiritual SHIRT that we must have on to come in the presence of the Lord. If you can’t thank and praise Him for what He ahs already done, why would we expect Him to do something for us today?

Psalms 100:4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

When we wake up in the morning we should get up and put on our Spiritual SHIRT, which is the garment of praise. And the way we put on this shirt is we begin to remind ourselves of all the times the Lord has come to our rescue. And if He has rescued you as many times as He has me, you will find yourself in a praise that will open up the windows of heaven.

This scripture lets us know that the garment of praise is given to combat something. “ the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;” If we come in the church and there is a Spirit of heaviness, then obviously we don’t have on our SHIRTS. And God is saying NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE.

According to Psalms 100, we ought to come in the House of God, with a praise on our lips. When we went to the club, we went to get our groove on. Amen, I wasn’t the only one at the club, and if I looked long enough I will see some of the same faces in the church. I remember being at the door to go in and we could here the music playing and some folk would begin to dance on their way in. 

But why is it that when we come to the house of God, we can’t come to get our praise on. Why is it that we have to coax you into giving God some praises? I can tell who came in with their SHIRT ON; those are the ones who are on their feet before the praise team begins to sing. They are the ones stand on their feet and lift up Holy hands without being asked. They are the ones who came in with their SHIRTS ON, which is the garment of praise.

And we do not have to be in church to put on the garment of praise, if you are at home and the Spirit of Heaviness comes. (Sometimes we need to put our SHIRT ON, and get your praise on)

NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE!

Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

I know we were Nike, Stacy Adams and other designer shoes. But these shoes have a tendency to wear out and we find ourselves constantly going back to the store to buy more. But let me introduce you to some shoes that don’t wear out. The name of these shoes is “the gospel”. I know many of us like to wear “the gossip” shoes. But they don’t give God glory!

Now the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ, and if you are not spreading the gospel is probably because you don’t have your SHOES ON. 

NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE!

Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

There is a key word in this verse and its preparation. Many of us will put on our SHIRT, the garment of praise, but we won’t sit down and let God prepare us to spread the gospel. The disciples did not get their shoes when Jesus called them to follow Him. They had to be taught or prepared to wear the shoes first. 

We have been asking and pleading with you all to come to the School of the Scripture. But for whatever reason you don’t have time to get prepared for your SHOES, but you still want God to serve you and grant your request.

And God is saying: NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE!

God has a pair of shoes tailor made for each of us. You can’t where my shoes and I can’t wear yours, but all of our feet should be shod with the preparation of the gospel. Amen, and we can’t walk in the Spirit with out our Spiritual shoes on.

NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE!

We have looked at the SHIRT and the SHOES, now let’s look at the SERVICE.

Psalms 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

How many want of us want God to give us something? How many of us want to give God something? 

God said he will give us the desires of our hearts, but first we must give Him some praise and service.

When go into the restaurant to eat, being we have on our SHIRT and SHOES. They will seat us and send a server to come and take our order. Now the server don’t bring you what they want or what another customer wants, they bring you “the desires of your heart”. 

And when we come in the house of God, we are his servants, and God wants to use us to give to others the desires of their hearts. But if we do not have on our SHIRTS and our SHOES, then God can’t use us. And if the people don’t have on their SHIRTS and their SHOES, then God said He will not use us for your benefit.

NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE!

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion my brothers and sisters, I want us to look at the church as a Spiritual restaurant. And there is a sign in the window that says NO SHIRT, NO SHOES, NO SERVICE.


Now we all know that when you get ready to leave the restaurant you have to pay the bill. Amen, they served you what you wanted now we have to serve them what they want. Amen

But what I like about this Spiritual restaurant called the church is that Jesus has already paid the bill. And it was paid in full when He gave His life on the cross for your sins and mine.


So when God grants you the desires of your heart, know it is because you have your SHIRT, your SHOES and because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has paid the bill!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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