Text: 
1 Kings 18:21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.
      Subject: 
Paper or Plastic!
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sisters we will continue with teaching on choice. For many of us are still at that mountain of decision and we are caught between two opinions. But today we pray that you make your choice and believe me God will honor your choice, whether you choose Him or the world, God just wants us make up our minds and stop being like the lunatic boy, in the fire one day and in the water the next.


Revelation 3:15-16 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
For we all have a choice to make and choice is simply to serve God or serve the world. And make no mistake about it we can only serve one or the other. 

Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Paper or Plastic!

Introduction:
 I know many of our youth may not remember when the grocery stores used only paper bags. But for many of us we remember the paper sacks. And before my time I heard they used Crocker sacks before the paper sacks came along. And when the paper sacks came along, it wasn’t long before the Crocker sacks faded away. Amen Which lets us know that sometimes one product will eventually replace another because it works better or is more excellent.


How many know that God is doing something new in a more excellent way. And what I want you to understand that what God is doing new will eventually replace the old.


Now, I don’t know much about the Crocker sacks, but I remember the paper sacks very well. And I remember when the plastic bags came along in the 80’s. And when you got to the counter the cashier or the bagger would ask you if you wanted “paper or plastic”!


But if you noticed a few years after the plastic bags came out. They stop asking you if you wanted paper or plastic, why because all the store has now is plastic.

So what we must understand is that just because you have a choice today, don’t mean you will have a choice tomorrow. This why Joshua told the people to choose ye this day…

Joshua had the same dilemma we have today. Folk say they are with God one day, but when tomorrow comes they are serving the world. And I know how Joshua must have felt, because my prayer lately is that folk would go ahead and make up their minds, either you are with us or you are against us, but make your choice!

Paper or Plastic!

Now when the plastic bags first came out, many of us kept getting the paper bags because we were familiar with them. We did not know anything about those plastic bags, so we just stuck with what we knew. And sometimes this fear of what we do not understand stops us from benefiting from things, which have been sent by God.

If we were to analyze the bags we would find that indeed the plastic bag is much better than the paper sacks. Why, because there are other uses for the bag once we get it home. We use to throw the paper sacks away, but we keep the plastic bags, for garbage bags, carrying items, etc.

But many of us would have stayed with the paper bags if the choice weren’t eventually taken away from us. Why because of our familiarity with them.

And here we are at Kingdom Connections, with the same choice:

Paper or Plastic!

Now for your understanding, Kingdom Connections represents the “Plastic” and the traditional church represents “Paper”. Now just like the grocery store did, God is giving us a choice and that choice is:

Paper or Plastic!

Now just like when we were in the store with the choice of bags, we have the same familiarity with the traditional church, which lends us to stick with the traditional church because we know how it operates and how we can fit in. We know what the traditional church service is like. Amen, we know who is going to pray, when they are going to pray, who is going to sing and when they are going to sing. But the Holy Spirit here leads us at KCC “Where Jesus is Lord”. And we just do not know what He is going to do on any given Sunday.

But what we fail to realize is that the same God that gave the Paper bags is the same God that is providing the Plastic bags. And it is for our benefit, but fear of what we do not understand, because we lean to our own understanding, hinders us from receiving the blessing that God himself has sent to us. Amen

Paper or Plastic!
           Text:   

1 Kings 18:21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

Elijah was asking the people how long will you keep listening to what they say, instead of what the Lord says. How long will you let their words be your words. Now remember when you repeat what some one else says their words become your words.

“And the people answered him not a word.” Ever notice how when the man or woman of God speaks, people don’t have anything to say then, but wait until they get home. 
But we must remember that God will always prove whom he has sent. Many of us are familiar with this story, but for those who are not lets’ read the story.

1 Kings 18:20-40 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.  Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.  And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made.  And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.  And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.  And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.  And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.  And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

The prophets of Baal represented “Paper” and the prophet Elijah represented “Plastic”. While Elijah remained, the prophets of Baal were destroyed.

Paper or Plastic!
Conclusion: 
My brothers and sisters, in my conclusion. I want you to meditate on that fact that we have a choice being set before us today. And that choice is simply if you believe that God is with us, then choose us. But if you believe that God is with them, then choose them. But stop being caught between two opinions.


The servants of the true and living God represent “Plastic” and the servants of the god of this world represent “Paper”.


And choose ye this day some you are going to serve:


Paper or Plastic!
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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