          Text: 
Genesis 3:1-13 (Key verse 8)

Genesis 3:1-13 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.
      Subject: 
Playing Hide And Seek With God
   Objective: 
In this text we will discover that to play hide and seek with God is useless, for God is all seeing and all knowing and he is everywhere at the same time. And we will also discover that like Adam and Eve, our sin makes us shame and prompts us to try and cover our sins.
Introduction:
Hide and Seek was a familiar game we use to play when we were young. Children don’t play games like this any more; the video games have taken the place of these outdoor games. But in hide and seek, there would be one person who’s task was to close their eyes count to ten and then try to find where everyone else was hiding. (We remember hide and seek!)


Some of us are all grown up now, but we are still playing hide and seek. We wait until the dark of night then we go out to do our dirt. We have and affair in another city as to keep other folk from knowing. We drive to the next county where no one knows us to buy our liquor. (That’s playing Hide and Seek.)

But once we have been uncovered, instead of doing right, we keep right on playing seek, but we stop hiding, because we have been found out. This is many folk in the church are today, what was done in the dark has come to the light, but we continue to play the game like no one can see us. We have let Satan deceive us into thinking that no one can see you, when the covers have been removed.


I remember when I was preaching in one area and doing dope in another. And I thought I had myself covered, I thought I was hiding; I was ministering in Marianna, and living in West Memphis. But little did I know that the Lord has spies he has secret agents all over the place. Folk who you don’t know, know you. And the covers got removed, then I had to make a choice to keep playing seek without the hide, for give up the game altogether. I came to the conclusion that I could not win in hide and seek with God, so I straighten up started being one minded and being the same way no matter where I was.


As we go to our text we will discover that Adam and Eve here also felt compelled to play Hide and seek with God to no avail.
           Body:   (Read v. 1)!
Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

We note that Satan waits until Adam has left Eve, Eve is alone now and in a place she should not be, it is evident that she was close to the forbidden tree, for verse 6 will show us that she looked at the tree and saw that is was good. It does not say she went to the tree, she was already at the tree, she was somewhere she had no business. Because the instruction from God was that they should not even touch the fruit. 

Eve was flirting with sin; many times we flirt with sine before we partake. We get close to the forbidden fruit and before long we have touched it, and then we take a bite. Men we need to stay away from other women as to not temp ourselves. Because as soon as we get close to that forbidden tree, Satan will come and tell us we can have a little bite. It won’t hurt, no one else will know, it will be between you and her.

God gave Adam & Eve a whole garden full of fruit, but sometimes we are not satisfied with what God gives. God gave me a garden when He gave me my wife. And Lady Ross has some sweet succulent fruit in her garden. And everything I need for my flesh is in her garden. She is my fruit from God, but to every other man she is forbidden fruit. Even if the man does not know she is forbidden, she knows she is forbidden.

Satan used the word of God on eve to distract her. He says in verse 1 “And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not 

eat of every tree of the garden?” Satan also knows what God has spoke, so let’s not be easily distracted when someone quotes scripture to us. Everyone that knows the bible is not of God.

(Read v. 2)!

Genesis 3:2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

The first mistake Eve made was she entertained the question Satan posed to her. Ladies you should not even give the other man conversation. If you are married it ought to be Hi, praise the lord and good bye, be sure and give God some glory! Amen

She should have told Satan to come back later when my husband is home. Some decisions we can’t make on our own, why because they will affect both of us. I can’t go buy something I want without first checking with Lady Ross to make sure she hadn’t set that money aside for groceries or for me. Sometimes we cut off our own blessings in hasty decisions.

(Read v 3)!

Genesis 3:3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

Eve knew what god ahs spoken, because Adam had told her.  But because she was the weaker vessel, she succumbed to Satan’s devices.  Many of our women have been fooled to think they are stronger than what they really are. They think they don’t need the protection of a man, when God says otherwise. 

If a man persist long enough with a woman, and she stays in his company long enough, he will find that button. Oh it’s just a matter of time before he says the right line that gets you to thinking. But because you thought were strong enough to keep him off you, you found yourself taking a bite like Eve.

And young ladies you need to know that until you get married, you need to consult your parents, before making decisions. My daughter does not get to decide whom she talks to on the phone. She has this young man who talks to on the phone, and I told him that if I find you unworthy, I’m going to cut you off.

(Read v. 4 & 5)!

Genesis 3:4-5 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

Satan here creates doubt in Eve concerning what God had spoken. If Satan can get you to doubt God, then he has his foot in the door. 

How many times have someone told us something contrary to the word and we listened. Her eve had another opportunity to get out of the conversation, but she listened. The problem with the church today is we take counsel from the Ungodly.

Instead of going to the man and woman of God we go to the psychiatrist, who might worship Buddha or Satan. Instead of going to the pastor about marriage we go talk to someone who is not saved and been divorced.

Psalms 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

Our blessing and deliverance is hinged to whom we let speak into our lives. 

Here Eve is taking counsel from the ungodly. And this counsel leads her to make a bad decision.

(Read v. 6)!

Genesis 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

We know that what looks good to us is not always good for us. I am on a diet, and a big piece of apple pie with a scoop of ice cream on top would look good to me, but it won’t be good for me.

And she gave to Adam and he did eat. It doesn’t say this but I believe Adam pondered this thing for a minute. I believe Adam looked at eve and saw a twinkle in her eye he hadn’t seen before. I believe Adam said God I know what you said, but Eve has never looked at me like this before. 

It the scripture doesn’t say the Eve said anything. Men we know how our wives can give us a look, they don’t have to say a word, but we know exactly what time it is. That’s called a twinkle; Adam saw this twinkle in Eve’s natural eye and lost his spiritual mind.

Eve was deceived but Adam made a conscious choice to disobey God to be with the woman he loved. 

(Read v. 7)!

Genesis 3:7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

When Adam ate of the fruit and change took place. Adam was not changed when Eve ate, but when Adam ate of the fruit both of their eyes were opened. The change in the house starts and ends with the man, if the man is unstable then the home will be also. I don’t care how spiritual the wife is, until the man gets lined up with God, the home will never be at peace, oh there will be many good peaceful days, but when the man decides to get with God peace comes to the house. Even the dog and the cat have to get along in the house.

I know women sometimes hate to her that a man has to rule his home. But it is true, because God said it 1 Timothy 3:5  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)

The problem is the world has us to believe that to rule is to be domineering, for the man to sit in his recliner and the wife wait on him hand and foot. Some even think that they are to beat their wives in to submission. 

I rule my home with the love of God, when folk know you love them they don’t mind doing what you say. I don’t have to raise my hand all I have to do is speak, and things get done. And this is how it should be in the church, God should speak to the Pastor, the pastor should speak to the people and things should get done out of love. Amen

(Read v. 8)!

Genesis 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

Adam and Eve were playing Hide and seek with God. Notice the scripture said, “they heard the voice of the Lord God walking.” God is a spirit and He does not have a body, so they did not hear footsteps, “they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the cool of the day”. (Somebody say THE VOICE)

God said in John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

We are to listen for the voice of God, not footsteps. If you hear some footsteps and turn and no one is there. That’s not God that’s Satan. God does not have feet, he has a voice, God speaks And his words walk the earth in search of one who will hear and hearken to his will.

(Read v. 9)!

Genesis 3:9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

God being all knowing knew were Adam and Eve were. He saw them hiding amongst the trees. But he was not looking for them; God was looking for His image. Man was made in the image and likeness of God and when He looked in the garden he did not see His reflection.

And God is still looking in the earth for His Image and likeness. God is looking for His spirit and when He sees His spirit He communes with His Spirit. If you want to fellowship with god, we have to get in the spirit. For those that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in truth.

(Read v. 10)!

Genesis 3:10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

Adam had heard God voice many times before and had not been frightened, he had also always been naked, but because he had sinned against God, now he was afraid and aware of his nakedness.

Many times we are afraid to come to God, because we know we have sinned against his commands. And our disobedience causes us shame and we see our nakedness before the one who created us. Now that Adam and Eve had come into the knowledge of their private parts, they were ashamed for God who created them to see them.

It’s like our children who once they reach a certain age, they come into the knowledge of good and evil, they come to the knowledge of their private parts, they become ashamed for even mom and dad to see them naked. Parents when our children begin to close the doors, and cover themselves up, this means they have come into the knowledge of good and evil.

(Read v. 11)!

Genesis 3:11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?
Once again God knew that they had eaten of the tree, but He wanted them to confess. Our problem is we just won’t come clean with God, God already knows our sins, but He can’t forgive us until we confess our sins.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Read v. 12)!

Genesis 3:12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.
Here Adam is trying to blame Eve for what he had done. We must understand that no one can make us do anything including Satan. Neither Adam nor Eve had a foot to stand on, because they both knew what God had said. 

But Adam did confess in verse 12 that he did eat of the tree. And eve also confessed in verse 13.
Genesis 3:13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion let us remember that we can’t play hide and seek with God and win.  And the sooner we come clean with God and confess our sins, the sooner He can forgive us.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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