Text: 
Psalms 1:1-3  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

      Subject: 
Premeditated Praise
   Objective: 
In this text my brothers and sister we will examine what it means to premeditate praising God or to think about before time. We will also come to the conclusion that if we can’t do something at home, we certainly can’t do it when we get to church.
Introduction:
The word premeditate when it is broken in half simply means to think on or plan ahead of time. Amen


When someone is convicted of premeditated murder, the jury has come to the conclusion that this person had thought about and planned to kill this person before they did it.


And we all know how to premeditate, because everything we do, we first think about it. Some of us think about things a little longer than others, but we all think before we do. Amen


Now when we were in the world, we all made plans for Friday, way before Friday came. Around Wednesday we picked out what we were going to wear and put it in the cleaners on Thursday. When Friday came we already had it planned what was going to happen when we got off work. Go by the bank cash my check, stop by the cleaners and get my clothes, hit the liquor store cause I got to get my drink on, then we gone hit the club around 10:30 or 11:00 get our groove on, then when the club shuts down we are going to hit the Waffle House … and so on and so forth.


Yet the point I am making is before Friday came we already had it figured out, because it was premeditated.

And maybe clubbing was your thing, maybe you liked to hit the casino, or maybe you just liked to go out to eat and go to the movies, or maybe you just like to go the ball game. Whatever you liked to do, you thought about it ahead of time. Amen


Yet when it comes to Sunday morning, seems like we forget how to Premeditate. 


Premeditated Praise
We thought about what we were going to wear to the club on Wednesday, but we will find something to wear to church Sunday morning. We put our club clothes in the cleaners, but we might not even iron what we wear to church.


You see, the same affection we had for Friday we ought to have for Sunday. When we give our lives to Christ our TGIF should turn to TGIS!

While the folks are out doing what they do on Friday we should begin to start planning our Sunday morning praise!

We sing that song “I don’t know what you come to do?” But I been meditating on the praise for three days and I don’t know why you are here, but I am here to get my praise on!

You see I been meditating on this word for a few days, so that enables me to preach it. When someone has a testimony, we can tell if premeditated. When someone sings a song for the Lord we can tell if it’s been premeditated.

If you can’t testify at home, then how can you testify in the church? If you can’t sing unto the Lord driving in your car, then you are going to find it hard. If a preacher can’t preach when he is all by himself, then he can’t preach to folk.

When a person needs a crowd to do what they do, that’s called a show!

But God says where there are two or three, and how many know that the Holy Spirit is a person, so all God needs is you and the Holy Spirit to give him Praises! Amen

We do not need a crowd of folk when we sing in the shower. We do not need crowd when we dance in front of the TV. Amen

And we certainly did not have to be at the club to dance. When they played the electric slide, it did not make any difference where you were… when they say it’s electric, it’s on! I know they have new dances now, Soldier Boy, and soon at it comes on, here we go.

And what we have yet to grasp is that it takes practice to learn these dances. We had to take some time and mediate on these moves. Yet when it comes to the church, we don’t have time to practice, or we practice to long and it don’t take all that!

Premeditated Praise

Some of us not only have a premeditated praise, but we also have what I call a problematic praise. We still have praise even though we have a problem. 

Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.

Psalms 42:5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance.

Psalms 42:11 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

Psalms 43:5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

Psalms 71:14 But I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee more and more.

These scriptures let’s me know that even though we have a problem we still ought to have praise on our lips! (We should have a anyhow praise?) I know I am going thru something right now, but I am going to praise God anyhow!

When folk know you are going thru, yet you continue to have a praise with your problem, that’s let’s them your God is real to you. You see it’s easy to praise God, when things are well, but when hell shows up, now we are going to see what you are made of!

(You see praise is what I do!) I don’t do problems I do praise! If we praise the problem solver, our problems will go away!

When the children of Israel were about to go into battle, they asked the Lord whom should they send first. He said send Judah, Judah means praise. He said send them that praise me first. 

You see it’s our praise that defeats the enemy. Many of us can’t come out of our situations because we won’t praise the Lord God. 

If you want to get out of that problem, praise your way through!

Premeditated Praise
God said in the Psalms 100, “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise”

God says don’t come in thinking about praising me, He said enter in with praise. The time to think about or meditate on praising God is before you enter. Amen

This is why it is so hard for the praise team, because we have to many folk who come in and they do not have their minds made up to praise the Lord. And as the praise team give praises unto the Lord, some eventually make up their minds to go on and give God some praise.

Premeditated Praise
Text:   Let’s close with our text:

Psalms 1:1-3 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
Conclusion: 
What please is God is what pleases the world, somebody say attention! God wants our undivided attention, He wants us to meditate, He wants us thinking about him, taking to Him.


Sometimes the best gift you can give someone, is a phone call or a text message, or just a card to let them know that you are thinking or meditating on them.


And when we meditate on the Lord and study His word, we show Him that we love and cherish Him!


And I leave you with this:


Let’s be Premeditated Christians, meaning let’s think about God and before long we will find ourselves being like God!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Apostle Keith Ross
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