Text: 
PROTECTION: Job 1:10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.
Psalms 91:10-11 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.


CORRECTION: Proverbs 3:11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.

DIRECTION: Proverbs 3:6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Psalms 25:9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.

REJECTION: Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.
1 Samuel 15:23-26 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.  And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD. And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.

      Subject: 
Protection, Correction, Direction or Rejection!
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sister we will examine these four phases of a believer. We will also tie these phases in our personal relationship with the Lord and with the church. We will also examine ourselves to see what phase we are in and what phase we are going into. Then we will come to the conclusion that we as a church are also in a phase and we must come together to get to the next phase.
Introduction:
 We know that Job had a hedge of protection around him, that Satan asked God to remove so he could try Job’s faith.


Psalms 91:10-11 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
First we must understand that when we are born again and first accept Jesus Christ as our personal savior we are in the first phase of protection. And God also puts a hedge of protection around us.


Just like when a child is born, the parents are in a mode of protection for that child. We do not chastise newborn babies, because they are not aware of good and evil or right from wrong. So all we do as parents is nurture and protect them.


And God does us all the same way we are first born of the spirit, being that we are babes in Christ, God places a hedge of protection around us to protect us from all hurt, harm and danger. And in this phase God looks over our errors because we are just infants and really don’t know any better.


But as we begin to grow, the protection slowly diminishes, because as we grow, we learn better and are expected to do better. Amen


There even comes a time when mother and father stop running to every cry from the child after it has begun to grow up. When they were newborns we rushed to their every cry. However as the grew, we did not move a s fast, sometimes we might even let them cry for a while before we went to them.


And God does us the same way, when He used to run to your every call, He know waits a while to allow you to grow in patience.


And when the child begins to come into the knowledge of right and wrong, we begin to spank them or correct them. And according to the word of God, if we love our children we will correct them. And any child that does not get correction is on a path to rejection.


For we all need correction at times, for without correction we would not know that we have done wrong. And for a child to believe they do no wrong is a child that will believe that everything they do id right.


Now when it comes to us being believers, after we have been in the church for a while and have heard and learned. Then God begins to hold us accountable, now we move for the protection phase to the correction phase. This is the area where God prepares us to go to the next phase of direction.


And believe me those who can’t receive correction, is not worthy to receive any direction from God. Amen

Protection, Correction, Direction or Rejection!
Text:   

Proverbs 3:11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:

Many of us do not like to receive correction, why because it hurts. Be it physical or verbal correction does not feel good. We all like to think that we are doing what is right, but we fail to forget that just because something is right in our eyes does not mean it is right in God’s eyes.

And we as Christians must understand that correction is our friend, because if God did not correct us we would keep doing that which is wrong and eventually be destroyed.

When I was a child I received a lot of correction or whippings that I thought I did not deserve, but when I grew up and had to correct my own children I understood why my parents corrected me.

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.
And we have a lot of folk in the church who have a hard time receiving correction. And God says anyone who does not want any correction is foolish.

We even have leaders in the church who feel they are above correction. It does not matter what position we have in the church, we are subject to the same chastisement.

Even our children can correct us as parents. we may not receive it or like it, but God can use whom He wills to correct us. And I am persuaded that parents are worthy to correct their children, because they too had to receive correction form their parents.

And we as leaders in the church must understand that we too must be ready and willing to receive correction, because if we get the big head and start thinking that no one can tell us anything, then God will deem us unworthy to correct others.

Therefore, if no one can tell you anything, then why would God use you to tell someone else something?

Protection, Correction, Direction or Rejection!

Now let’s look at direction: For after a child receives correction, know they are in a state of mind to receive direction

Proverbs 3:6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

God can’t give us direction until we first acknowledge HIM! The same goes with us in the church, until we acknowledge someone as a man or woman of God, They cannot give us direction from God.

And sometimes God can’t direct our paths, because we won’t acknowledge Him in all our ways. Oh we can acknowledge him when we are at church, but who will acknowledge him in the streets, on our jobs, in our conversation, in the way we dress, etc… 

I remember when I would acknowledge I was a preacher in church, but on my job I was just one of the guys. I was not acknowledging God in all my ways and therefore I was not worthy to receive His direction.

And there are many of us in here today who are wanting to receive direction for your life, but we are not living up to the standard God has set for us, and that is to acknowledge him in all our ways.

Psalms 25:9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.

Many of us fall short of this thing called being meek. Sometimes we can get lifted up in pride, we can get so stuck on ourselves until God can’t guide us in the direction we need to go. And all of us have a measure of pride and God says in Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

And lastly we must visit rejection: For God is not short of cutting us off if we refuse to receive correction and direction.

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

We see here that many times we are rejected simply because we reject the knowledge and wisdom of God. And just like don’t deal with folk that don’t deal with us, God is the same way. God says here in Hosea 4:6, because you have rejected me I will also reject you, but not just you, I will also forget your children.

Now if we love our children, we ought to get it together so they don’t have to suffer for our mistakes. Amen and Believe me God will do just what He says!

Don’t believe me ask King Saul:

1 Samuel 15:23-26 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.  And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD. And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.
King Saul was rejected because he had allowed pride to come into his heart and he had rebelled against the direction given to Him by God, therefore God had rejected him.

And Saul had done great things in the name of the Lord God, and now he was rejected by his acts of rebellion. And we must understand that God will reject us as well.

And God does not reject us like he did Saul; He simply removes the Holy Spirit and turns us over to a reprobate mind.

Let’s go to Romans 1:28-32

Romans 1:28-32 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, I want us to begin to examine ourselves, to see where are we with God? Are we infants and in the protection phase, or have we began to grow in the things of God and believe God is correcting us, or maybe we have received our correction and now we are looking for God’s direction for our life. 

And God forbid that any of us have received our direction from God and been disobedient to His will and been rejected.

It’s self-examination time, and it is not only time for us to examine ourselves individually, it is also time we as a church begin to examine ourselves.

For Kingdom Connections Church is in a phase as well, and we need to fast and prayer for the church, so we can identify what phase we are in together, so we can do what we need to do to get to that next phase in the Lord, so God can continue to perform this great work he has begun in us. Amen!

Protection, Correction, Direction or Rejection!

We give God glory for His most Holy and Divine Word!
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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