          Text: 
Psalms 100 (Key v. 4)!
      Subject: 
Right Place Wrong Attitude
   Objective: 
Today we will examine the fact that often times we do not enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise, nor are we thankful, nor do we always bless His name according to verse 4.
Introduction:
If we will all be honest today, we will admit that there have been times when we simply dragged out to the house of the Lord, not really wanting to come. And we brought that same bad attitude we had at home to the church.  But the bible tells us that we should enter in with the right attitude. Amen


Well how do you know when you have the wrong attitude? Having a frown on your face and can’t speak to folk, definitely is not the right attitude. If you thinking about the outfit or shoes that somebody else is got on in the church, then you still do not have the right attitude. If you looking at the clock every 5 minutes, then you have the wrong attitude. If you slumped down on the pew half sleep, the you have the wrong attitude. 

If you are doing anything other than thanking, praising and blessing His name, then you are in the right place with the wrong attitude.

How many times have we recognized that the check out clerk at the store really did not want to be there? (Right Place Wrong Attitude)! You can tell the folk who are thankful for their jobs. They will have a smile for you, they will great you like you are a human being. They will serve you with gladness. 

It’s not our fault they are having a bad day. Or it’s not our fault they don’t like their job. Amen That’s like us yelling at our children because our spouse has made us mad. We shouldn’t take it out on them. Amen. And sometimes we come to church mad at other folk and we take it out on God. We can’t praise the Lord for thinking about folk who have crossed us.

I remember being on my job many times with the wrong attitude. I was in the right place but I had the wrong attitude. I know I needed to be there, but I did not want to be there. But what I failed to realize is that they were not concerned with my attitude, I was paid to do a job no matter how I felt. And God is worthy of our praise and worship no matter how we feel. Amen

We are always testifying that, “He woke us up in this morning, start us on our way; put food on the table, clothes on our backs, cars to ride in “and we still can’t enter in with the right attitude. 

I don’t know how much it takes for you, but waking me up is enough for me. Food and clothes are good, but what good is food and clothes if you don’t wake up?

Right Place Wrong Attitude!

           Body:   (Read v. 1)!
Notice it says, "make a joyful noise". And in order to make a joyful noise we first must have joy. And the only way to have joy is to have Jesus. 

We have the noise part down, but it’s the joy that we need help with. We are some noisy folk. Black folk have always been a loud people. We can make noise at the drop of a hat.

You don’t believe we can make some noise? Then let our paycheck come up short. Oh we can make some noise, somebody is going to hear us, because we have bills to pay. 

Notice is did not say happy noise. For we are also some happy folk. Soon as someone gets to shouting we say they got happy. But God said make a joyful not a happy noise. You see happiness is a temporary feeling but joy is everlasting. 

You see happiness will run out on us. That’s why we sing songs like, “I still have joy”. Happiness left last night, but I am at church this morning because I still have joy.

We made happy noises at the ball game when our team scored a point. We made happy noises at the club, when they played our song. We make happy noises in the bedroom. God said let those happy noises stay out there, but bring joyful noises in my house. 

Happiness again is temporary and God does not want temporary praise. David said in Psalms 34:1 I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

(Read v. 2)!

How many of us are glad to be here? You don’t have to say anything we can tell who is glad to be here. How you feel shows on your face!

The second part of that verse says, “Come before his presence with singing”. The choir ought to be singing on their way to church. It does not say wait until you get there and warm up. It says come before his presence with singing. You see church starts at home. If you can’t praise him at your house, then you won’t praise him in His house.

We have to stop coming to church hoping the devotion will get us in the right attitude. We should be devoted before we get here. 

If I’m waiting on you to light my fire and you are waiting on me to light yours… (You have to bring your own fire)! 

My mother and my wife live verse 2. They are singing on their way to the church. And I know there are others, but I live with Sis. Ross and I remember waking up to momma singing songs of praise and worship on Sunday morning, while cooking breakfast. And it wasn’t always the smell of the bacon and eggs, but it was the joyful noise that was coming out of the heart. You see momma had the right attitude before she got to the right place.

And we understood as children that no matter what attitude we had, we were going to the right place. We lived right across the street form a church and we had to go when they did not go. And I went many Sundays with my mouth stuck out but I went. Never would have believed God would call me to preach, because I would dodge me some church. I remember one time I hid under the bed and went to sleep to keep from going to church. But here I am now preaching the same gospel I ran from. (You can run but you can’t hide.)
(Read v. 3)!

Verse 3 let’s us know that we must know who we are and who’s we are before we can enter in with the right attitude. As long as we are thinking we are all that, then we can never give God glory. Why because we are to busy giving glory to ourselves. 

(Read v. 3 again)!

You did not make you, so why are you giving you more praise than your creator? It sys we are the sheep of His pasture. Everything we have belongs to God. And once we are fully persuaded of that, then we can come to the right place with the right attitude.

Right Place Wrong Attitude!

(Read v. 4)!

God set up the tabernacle so that He might have a place to dwell amongst His people. The church is set up for us to have a place set apart to worship God. And the only way to worship God is with the right spirit or the right attitude.

In the Old Testament, when the priest went into the temple they had to have the right attitude when they entered in. And if they had the wrong attitude they would walk in but they would be dragged out. 

Yeah, they would tie a rope around the priest leg and tie a bell on him. And when the bell stopped ringing for too long, they would pull him out, because God had taken his life. That meant he was in the right place with the wrong attitude.

But thank God for grace and mercy. For I would have been dead long ago. Coming up in God’s house with an attitude. And I wouldn’t have been by myself!

I believe we enter into our own homes with better attitudes than when we come to the house of the Lord. We are thankful to get to the house after a long day at work, get something to eat, sit in our recliners and do whatever we do best. But if it wasn’t for the Lord, we wouldn’t have a house to enter in.

(Read v. 5)!

Verse 5 tells us why we should have the right attitude in the house of the Lord.

It says, For the Lord is good, He is merciful, He is truth and He endureth to all generations.
Conclusion: 
And as I close, let us keep in mind that God does not need us to give Him praises. If you do not want to come to the house of the God, then stay at home. It doesn’t do us any good to come to the right place with the wrong attitude. Coming in God’s house like he owes us something for gracing him with our presence!


God said, if man won’t praise Him, then the rocks will cry out. We have been quoting that scripture, not really knowing what it meant. It does not mean that if you don’t sing the rocks will break out in a hymn. 


You see the earth is a rock and the mountains are rocks and when the volcano erupts and the earthquakes shake that’s the rocks crying. 

A few weeks ago we had a earthquake close to us. And if we don’t want the rocks to cry out in here in Marianna we had better start giving God His praises. You see Crowley’s ridge on the out skirts of the city is a rock, and it will cry out. 


What God is telling us is that if we don’t want our house to fall, then we better give Him His praises. Because when the rocks begin to cry out, houses start falling. 

Even the winds cry out with hurricanes and tornados. The sea cried out with the Tsunami in Indonesia that killed thousands. God is going to get His glory with or without us. For he is truly worthy of all the honor the glory and the praise.

So let us not wait until we get to church to praise God, let us begin to praise him before we get here!

Let us not just sing when we are in the choir; let us come before His presence with singing!

And let us always have the right attitude when we enter in the house of the Lord!

So we will never find ourselves in:

The Right Place with the Wrong Attitude!
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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