          Text:    II Kings 1: 5-12 (Key Verse 10)!
Subject:   SETTLING FOR THE SMOKE WHEN YOU   CAN HAVE THE FIRE
  Objective:   In this text today we will see how those who are in the perfect will of god have the immediate power and victory over their enemies. We will also come to the conclusion that as sons of God we do not have to settle for less, but we can have the best.

Introduction: Elijah was in a predicament that many of us today would have given   up to the King his captain and his fifty. However unlike many of us as Christians today, Elijah did not settle for the smoke when he knew he could have the fire. We are quick to give in or settle for less when God wants us to have it all. We surrender to the enemy when god says stand your ground.

Elijah could have asked for some smoke to run them off. You know how we use to build a fire to smoke out the mosquitoes. But the smoke does not kill the mosquitoes it just runs them off, but as soon as the smoke is gone, here comes the mosquitoes again. But Elijah asked God for the fire to destroy his enemies rather than run them off. 

If you want to get rid of something you set it on fire. I remember when we used to burn all of our garbage. They don’t let you burn your garbage now, unless you live back in the woods. But that is how we use to get rid of stuff we decided we did not want or need anymore.

First, Lets look at Fire

I.
FIRE 

A. Definition

The dictionary defines fire as a rapid, persistent chemical reaction that releases heat and light. Remember those two words heat and light. The Holy sprit is the heat and Jesus is the light. It goes on to say intensity as of a feeling, enthusiastic, brilliant, lively and vivacious. 

We know what fire is and we also know what fire does. We have all been told that if you play with fire you get burned. However, sometimes experience has to teach us what our ears couldn’t. I remember my first box of matches…………

B. Purpose

We know that the main purpose of fire is to consume.  (Read v. 10)!
That’s why Moses marveled at the burning bush, not because it was burning, for no doubt Moses had set a fire or two himself. But he marveled because the bushed was on fire yet it was not consumed. I imagine old Jeremiah marveled as well, when he said it’s like fire shut up in my bones. Jeremiah was on fire but he was not consumed. I too catch on fire like my friend Jeremiah yet I’m still here. Amen

Another purpose for fire is to purify. When the Bible talks about gold and silver being tried in the fire, it is referring to the impurities in the metal being burned off, to leave the pure metal. This is what God does to us when he sends his Holy Spirit. The fire is not sent to consume us but to burn off all that mess we got in us. So when you see me smoking, just know that God is burning off some mess, the fire is just trying me. 
We know more than anything that fire is good for cooking. I ‘d rather have a hot bologna sandwich than a cold one. The heat from the fire cooks the meat, and a good cook knows how to apply the right amount of fire. If you have too much heat you cook the outside and the inside will still be raw. It takes just the right amount of fire to cook evenly. And it takes different heat to cook different stuff. But, what I like about God is He is the Master chef. He knows just how much heat to apply to each individual. You see I may not be able to stand your heat, but God knows how much each of us needs to get well done. 

II.
SMOKE

C. Definition

The dictionary defines smoke as the vapor of small particles of form the result of incomplete combustion from fire. Like fire we are familiar with smoke. Some of us even smoke cigarettes, now it is no the fire we are after when we smoke cigarettes and it’s not the tobacco we are after, but it’s the stuff that’s in the smoke that we are after. You can have a cigarette and no fire and you in bad situation, I know because I been there. One with out the other doesn’t work.

D. Purpose

Let’s look at what smoke does, first we know that smoke gives the location of the fire. For we know where there is smoke there is fire. The fire department can just follow the smoke to get to the fire. The Indians use to talk to between tribes by making smoke signals. And we too as Christians give off smoke signals. I should have to see your fire I ought to be to see some smoke signals. The songwriter said you ought to show some sign. 

We also know that smoke can kill; science has proven that smoke is the leading cause of lung cancer. They have proven that when a person dies in a fire, it is the smoke that initially renders them unconscientious. 

Now on a lighter note, we know that smoke added flavor. For those of us who grill, know that a good griller knows how much smoke as well as fire he needs. I haven’t got there but my old man is a pretty rough with a pit. A lot of us judge barbeque by the smoke flavor. You have to apply the right amount of fire to cook the meat and the right amount of smoke to give it the flavor.

You see sometimes the preacher is on fire and sometimes he is just smoking. When the preacher is on fire God is using him to cook you and when you begin to get done, He cools him down and just lets him give off some smoke to give you some flavor. 
III.
  Getting & Keeping the Fire 

E. How do we get the fire?

When we become born again Christians we receive the Holy Spirit. In the day of Pentecost the disciples received the Holy Spirit and it was as cloves of fire that sat upon their heads. Some folk have the fire and don’t know it. We have to realize that if we got Jesus we also have the Holy Spirit. We know that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are one, so it stands to reason that if you have one you have them all. Our problem is we don not know how to recognize it. We think that if you don’t shout and turn over a bench, then you don’t have the fire. Some say if you don’t speak in tongues you don’t have the fire. But God told me to tell you that you have fire but you need to stir it up. Sometimes it will look like the fire has gone out, but if you take something and stir up the coals, and throw on another log, he fire will pick back up. 
F. How do we keep the fire?

We here it all the time the same thing it took to get it, it takes the same thing to keep it. We want to use this to get our spouse but once we have gotten them we think we can relax. 

It was the smoke that caught my eye with my wife, but after I got close to her then I could see the fire on the inside of her. Now it’s the fire that I cherish the most, the smoke is good, but the smoke won’t keep me warm. You see the fire is on the inside and the smoke is just evidence of the fire. Many of us are attracted to the smoke, but it’s the fire that we really need. I thank God my wife us a beautiful as she is, but that pretty face can’t go before the Lord for me.

Once the fire is lit something has to be done to keep the fire going. We have to maintain what we obtain. Someone can give us a new car, but we have to maintain the car to keep it on the road. We have to change the oil and rotate the tires. 

The same goes with the fire, God gives it to us but we must feed the fire. We must add fuel to the fire. We keep out fire lit through praise and worship, by studying the word of God and through prayer. Folk that don’t ever go to church, read their bibles or pray can’t have much fire. Much praise much fire, little praise little fire.

A lot of our old patriarch’s fire has gone dim. All they have left is a little smoke left and they seem to be content. They have settled for the smoke when they could have the fire. 
Conclusion: 
And as I take my seat, we want you to remember Elijah when he asked God for the fire to destroy his enemies and not the smoke to run them off. And let us as sons and daughters of God know that God has the best prepared for his children. But so often times we settle for less before God has a chance to give us His best. We sell ourselves short when we settle for the smoke when we could have the fire.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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