Text: 
1 Kings 18:20-40 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.  Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.  And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made.  And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.  And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.  And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.  And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.  And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.


Key verse: 1 Kings 18:39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.

      Subject: 
Stop Counting On The Counterfeit!
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sister we will examine the scriptures and ourselves to discover is we are serving the true and living God or are we serving false gods. Because as our text showed us, Israel thought they were serving God, but found out that the gods they where serving were indeed false. Many of us are putting our trust in people and things that are not real and we find ourselves getting hurt, why? Because we counted on the counterfeit. We will also come to the conclusion that is if Jesus is not in it, then it is counterfeit.
Introduction:
 I remember when Coca Cola put out the slogan the “real thing”. And they put this out because there were a lot of counterfeit cokes floating around. You had RC cola, Pepsi Cola, and other like Sam’s club, etc. And Coca Cola is the originator of the cola drink and those of us who are real die hard coke drinkers, know that the others just don’t taste like the “real thing”.


And we must understand that for everything there is a real and a fake. We have leather, then there is pleather. And pleather looks good, but it feels like and it doesn’t last like leather. After a while it will begin to get hard and crack on us. Amen. And this is how we can identify real folk from the counterfeit, if they are cracking on you, then they are not real.

And you can’t know the fake until you have first had the real. Many times we think we have the real thing because we have never come in contact with the real thing. 


Many women did not know their man was fake until they came in contact with a real man. Many men did not know the woman was fake until they got her home and she began to take off stuff. The you found out her hair was fake, her eyes wasn’t that color, her make up covered up the blemishes, the girdle tightened up what was loose, and men you found out that you did not have what you thought you had.


And sisters we can’t put it all on you, for now a days men are wearing contact lens and wearing makeup, and it has gotten so bad until you can’t hardly tell the men from the women. I was talking to a young man and he just told me that it is hard dating today, why because there is so much counterfeiting going on. And I told him the real women are in the church where Jesus is.


Stop Counting On The Counterfeit!


Proverbs 11:1 A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight.

God only delights in that which is real. And everything that God creates Satan tries to duplicate or imitate. But in order for us not to be fooled or hoodwinked, we have to be shown what it real, then and only then can we identify the fake. Amen!


When the bank trains it tellers, they train them on real money.  And once they have become accustom to how real money looks and feels then the slip some counterfeit money in, to see if they can detect the fakes.


And fake money has it’s place, in games like monopoly. Amen play money is for fun, but when the game is over, it don’t matter how much play money you have, you are back in the real world now and you need some real money to buy real things.


We know now that most all the stores check our money before they take it, because there is so much counterfeit money in circulation. And it has gotten so bad until banks are even giving out counterfeit money. And they check to see if your money is real because counterfeit money is just like false gods, they are useless.


And the same is going on in the church, there are so many false preachers and teachers until we have to very careful who we let speak into our lives. Just because Jesus is outside on the sign, don’t means Jesus is inside the building. And many times we let people and churches hurt us, because we simply were:


Counting On The Counterfeit!


Jeremiah 14:14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.


Just because someone says they are a prophet, don’t mean they are telling you what God is saying. Even God has warned us of prophets that are prophesying lies in His name. We must make sure someone is the real thing before we begin to receive from them.


Jeremiah 23:32 Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.


One thing we must do is follow the Lord’s instructions. And He tells us what we must do in:


1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.


In order to try something you have to feel it. We can’t try things with our eyes because magicians have taught us that the hand is quicker than the eye. I can’t count the times I have went into someone’s home and saw some fake fruit that looked so good, that I grabbed one. But I did not bite it, because it did not feel real. And because I knew what real fruit felt like, I was not deceived, why because I did not eat. (Genesis)!!!
But what we have to do as Christians is try the spirit or feel the spirit and see if it lines up with the word. Now we have to know that God’s word is the manual for identifying what is real and what is counterfeit in the church, and if you do not know the word, then you are liable to fall for anything. This is why I encourage everything to get as much personal knowledge of the word of God as you can, so you will not fall for the counterfeit.


And the best thing we can do to help anyone is to just be real. If we as father’s be real men, the our daughters won’t hook up with a counterfeit man, why because they will know what a real man looks like and feels like. Because whether we want to believe it or not, our children look for what they understand. And if a son grows up seeing his father beating his mother, then he will get a wife and do the same. Why because this is what he has been shown.


The bible speaks about covenant breakers. And many times we are let down by those who make promises they don’t keep. And God is saying:

 
Stop Counting On The Counterfeit! 


We continue to put ourselves through hardships, because we want to believe that we can change something fake into something real. But the truth of the matter is if its fake then it can’t be real, no matter what we do.


I imagine just about all of us in here have a fake plant in our homes. And the fake plants can be pretty, and one thing we like about the fake plant is they continue to look the same and you do not have to do anything to them but maybe dust them off every now and then. And I don’t what you do that fake plant is going to look the same tomorrow as it looks today. You can water it, you can put it in front of the window, but it is not going to change.


But those of you have real plants, know that there is some work involved. We have to water them, keep sunlight on them, and some even talk to them.


The point I am trying to make is you don’t have to do anything to be a fake all you have to do is sit there and look pretty. To be a counterfeit Christian all you have to do is put on some clothes and come to church, sit down on the pew, clap your hands every now and then, open your bible and you don’t even have to read along.


But to be a real Christian, there is some work involved. James tells us that “faith without works is dead” So if we as Christians are not doing anything then we are just like a fake plant, we are dead.

Like the real plants we have to be tended to, we have to be watered with the word, we must stay in the light of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and then we will see grow and blossom in the Lord.

Let’s go back to our chosen text:

           Text:   

1 Kings 18:21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

Baal was the false God Israel was worshipping and Baal represents idol gods, which is anything we put before the Lord. And many times we as Christians we put things before the Lord, like our jobs, our finances. We can’t come to church because we have to get that money man.

We have a habit of putting our trust in money. But if we look at the money in our pockets the money we put our trust in puts its trust in God. The money says “In God we Trust”, the money don’t even trust in itself, it trust in God. So what we need to do is listen to the money in our pockets and put our trust in God!

I am a witness that if you put all your trust in money, then when all the money is gone what do you have to depend on. Many of us put our jobs before the Lord, but I am a witness that you can a job today and be unemployed tomorrow.

So the only sure thing is to stay with the Lord. Because I am a witness that since I got on the Lord’s side, there have been times when I money got low, but I have never been broke. God will always send someone to put money in my hand, because I am not trusting in the money anymore I am trusting in God.

Stop Counting On The Counterfeit!

1 Kings 18:27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

One thing I know id that something that is dead can’t help you or hurt you. The god that they were worshipping was not alive. But the man of god had to let them call on their god first. And this is the process God uses with us today. He has to let us do it our way until they discover that our way is counterfeit. Then and only then can God show us His Son Jesus, who is the real thing.

God had to let me make $50,000 a year and let me think my skills was taking care of me, then I lost the job and discovered that my way was counterfeit. Then I got a taste of the real thing and I haven’t wanted anything else since.

1 Kings 18:38-39 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.

We see here that Israel became convinced that the Lord He is God. And they acknowledged this by falling down on their faces.

And there is coming a day when all will have to acknowledge that God is real and bow down to His Son Jesus. “For every knee must bow and every tongue must confess that Jesus is Lord”

But I stand here today to plead with you to acknowledge that God is God and He sent His Son Jesus to redeem us today while we have the opportunity. For the day is coming when God is going to separate the right from the wrong, the real form the fake, and my prayer is that we get real with God, and let God be real with us.

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, we must understand that if Jesus is not in a thing, then it is counterfeit. And the only way to see if Jesus is in someone is to get the Jesus in you to touch with the Jesus in them. So the first thing to identifying real is to be real. And the only way to be real is to be in Christ Jesus.


Let us close with this scripture:


Psalms 18:2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.


My brothers and sisters let us put our trust in the Lord and stop:


Stop Counting On The Counterfeit!
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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