Text: 
Isaiah 5:20-21 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

      Subject: 
The Bitter And The Better 
   Objective:   In this text we will come to understand that sometimes we have to    become BITTER before we become BETTER. And sometimes we also have to eat that which is BITTER, before we can get BETTER.
Introduction:
The medicine they gave us as a child was often times BITTER, but because we ingested it, we became BETTER.

Before the children of Israel mage it to the Promised Land, they had to eat bitter the bitter herbs.

Exodus 12:8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.

But when they crossed the Jordan into the land of Canaan. They stopped eating the BITTER and feasted on the BETTER.

Amen, just because life is BITTER now, we have a promise that it will get BETTER later.

Sometimes we have to take the BITTER with the sweet. They have this a candy out that is real popular with the young people. It is sour on the outside, but the inside is sweet. But you have to get past the BITTER to get to the BETTER.

Our problem is we don’t want to go through anything BITTER, we want everyday to be sunny, we want it all to be peaches and cream, we want everything to be sweet, we even put sugar on our beans, greens, grits, rice, etc. because we like it sweet.

But God wants us to know that sometimes we have to have some stuff to be sour in our lives. It’s the sour that helps us appreciate the sweet; it’s the BITTER that helps us appreciate the BETTER. If you have not been through nothing you can’t appreciate nothing.

The lemon is a representative of BITTER or sour. But what we must understand is that God created the lemon. God made BITTER, so He could make it BETTER. And He had a purpose for the lemon; if there was not lemon we could not have lemonade or lemon meringue pie.

But what makes the lemon bearable is the sweetness we add to it. (You need to add a little Jesus with your BITTER)  If we take our BITTER situations, trials, tribulations, etc. and add Jesus, we will find that they did not taste as bad as we thought. In fact we will come to the conclusion that, all things both BITTER and SWEET, work together for our good.

Now, sometimes we know the word of God can be BITTER. And I don’t care who you are, or a how pretty you are if you put something bitter in your mouth, you are going to get ugly. Because what happens inwardly shows outwardly.

I wish some of you could see the expression on your face right now. Some of you look like you have been sucking on lemons, before you came to church. And we as pastors have to look at your BITTER faces and preach the word, so you can get BETTER.

The Bitter And The Better
  Text:  Let’s look at our text:

Isaiah 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  

Verse 20, talks about folk calling BITTER stuff BETTER, and BETTER stuff BITTER. In other words he talks about confused folk.

Folk are out there now calling us BITTER, but they are confused, for if they knew like we knew, they would call us BETTER. Now what bothers me about folk calling BITTER SWEET and SWEET BITTER is that they have not even tasted. And the only way to tell if something is BITTER or SWEET is to taste it.

Psalms 34:8 says, O taste and see that the LORD is good:
 Anybody tasted the Lord for themselves, and found out He is the best thing that you ever tasted.  Oh, I know we have some folk in here that can really cook, but nothing compares to what the Lord is serving.

Isaiah 5:21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and       prudent in their own sight!

How many know that we all look good to ourselves. We are all wise when it comes to ourselves.

Let’s compare these two words BITTER and BETTER. We find that the only thing that is different in these words is one letter, “BITTER has and I and BETTER has an E”.

Now the “I” represent selfishness, we were born with this trait. Some call it and I, MY, ME mentality. And this mentality is often times what makes us BITTER. And we get BITTER because we can’t have our way. Tell a child they can’t do something they have set in their hearts to do and watch them get BITTER. And little ones will sometimes fall out in the floor.

Some of us are BITTER right now, because the Lord won’t let you have our way. 

You know how we always think our way is the best way. But Proverbs 14:12 says There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

Now that we have looked at the “I” in BITTER, let’s looks at the “E” in BETTER.

“E” represents Eternity. The only way to get better down here is to be born again and get eternally minded. Colossians 3:2 says, Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

Many of us can’t get BETTER, because we are too busy trying to make a life down here on earth.  

Paul acknowledged in Philippians 3:14 that he was BETTER because he pressed toward the mark, he pressed toward Eternity. And that turned his BITTER to BETTER.

   Conclusion: And in my conclusion, I want us to go to Luke 22:39-42 And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him. And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.


Jesus asks for this cup to pass because it was a BITTER cup. But is most important is that because Jesus drank from this BITTER cup, we now have the opportunity to become BETTER.


In this BITTER cup Jesus drank from was a horrible death. And we all have a BITTER cup to drink from, and this means we all have to die to ourselves. We have to deny self, and this is a daily process. 


Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.


The conclusion of the matter is this:


We all are BITTER in one-way or another, but if we accept Jesus Christ, we can and will become BETTER.


And let’s stop being BITTER with one another and start being BETTER with one another, in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


The Bitter And The Better
     Invitation: If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son (Jesus Christ), that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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