          Text: 
Exodus 12:1-13
      Subject: 
The Blood
   Objective: 
In this text and others will discover the power of the blood. We will also some to the conclusion that the life is in the blood.
Introduction:
 The word blood is mentioned in the bible over 350 times. Yet somehow the significance of the blood has eluded us. As men and women of God we have been taught to go to the cross. But we sometimes overlook the blood.


The cross did not redeem man; it was the blood of Jesus. We don’t sing “Oh the cross of Jesus”, we sing “Oh the blood of Jesus….”


The cross has never done anything but kill. In fact it was designed to kill, that was the purpose of the cross. Jesus was not the first nor was He the last to be crucified on the cross. Satan wants us to go to the cross and meet around the cross, because the cross-symbolized death and as long as you are around death you can’t live.


But the cross did not redeem us; we were redeemed by the blood, the blood, the blood of the Lamb of God.


God inspired the movie the Passion of the Christ, because man had given us the pretty image of his son on the cross with a few trickles of blood in his side.


But the reality of the crucifixion was one of much blood. It wasn’t the cross that had us speechless after watching the movie. It was the blood.


In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus knew what was about to happen, He knew that without the shed of blood, there is no remission or forgiveness of sin. He asked that this cup be passed, because He knew that for blood to be shed, his body had to be broken.


And I don’t care who you are, we do not want our bodies to be broken, and we definitely don’t want to shed blood. Why because life is in the blood and we want to live.


THE BLOOD!


In our communion service there is an order we must follow set by Christ.


Matthew 26:26-28 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.  And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.


The reason we present the bread before the wine, is because the bread represents the body and the wine represents the blood, and the body has to be broken first, before the blood runs. Jesus had to be beaten and cut for the blood to flow.


It wasn’t the dieing he was praying to the father for, it was the agony of the death. Jesus knew that his natural body had to die, because of Adam’s sin. A man born of a woman is but a few days and full of trouble that applied to Jesus as well.


Jesus could not have been hanged and the world be saved, they couldn’t have poisoned Jesus and our sins be forgiven, His blood had to be shed. 

Without the shed of blood, there is no remission of sin according to Hebrews 9:22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. (Or forgiveness) The forgiveness for our sins is in the blood of Jesus, not the resurrection. The resurrection is victory over the grave, but when Jesus said it was finished our sins had been forgiven.

At that very moment our sins were forgiven. This is why once we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior we are saved. We don’t have to wait until the third day morning for our salvation. We had to wait on our victory but not our forgiveness.


We know that by His stripes we are healed!


Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.


What the movie The Passion showed us is that the strips drew blood. When they were whipping Him, the blood was healing us. We were being forgiven of our wrongs with every lash. It wasn’t so much the strips, but it was the blood, the blood, the blood.


When we ere coming up big momma, momma and daddy healed us with some stripes. If the children of this day took what we had to take, the world would be a better place. We got whipped with switches, extension cords and straps. 


By His stripes we are healed!


I remember getting a whipping and seeing the whelps on my body. God said without the shed of blood there is no remission of sin. And if you looked close enough at those whelps, you see blood. Oh yeah we were some sick little devils, but by them switches, by the strips we were healed.

THE BLOOD!

In the Old Testament, when they gave the sacrifices, it wasn’t the offerings that forgave their sins; it was the blood of the lambs. It’s not your tithes and offerings, it’s the sacrifice of you, God wants our blood, he wants our life.


Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.


God wants our blood, why because life is in the blood. How do we know that life is in the blood? I remember them old preachers saying, “You ought to come while the blood is running warm in your veins”. Why because once the blood is cold, life is gone, why because the life is in the blood.


The blood bank needs us to donate blood while we are living, because the life is not the blood, but the life is in the blood. If the life was the blood we could follow the dead around and get there blood when they get to the funeral home. But once you are dead the life is gone out of the blood.


This is why we can’t give our life to Christ after we are dead, because we don’t have any life to give. In order to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, we must first have life. Can’t present a living sacrifice if we don’t possess a living sacrifice.


LIFE IS IN THE BLOOD!


We know like is in the blood because when we go to the doctor, they want to take some blood. They sometimes tell us we have to wait for the blood to be analyzed, why because life is in the blood.


When the doctors tell us to slack up on the fried foods, they saw the high cholesterol in our blood. You can lie to the doctor all you want, your life is in your blood. You can lie about that weed you smoke, but all they have to do is look in the blood. You say you have stopped drinking, but Budweiser is in your blood, and the blood does not lie, blood simply bears witness to your life. 

Your life is in the blood!


Everything about us is in the blood. Our DNA, who we are, is in our blood. Science can trace your ancestors through the blood. 


And just as the natural doctor looks in the blood, the spiritual doctor has to do the same. The man and woman of God have spiritual discernment by which we test your blood. You can say you have left that woman alone, but the blood will tell off on you. You can say you love your pastor and his wife, but the blood will testify on your behalf.

           Body:   Let’s look at our text.
(Read Hebrews 12:5)!

The Lord spoke to us in our revival a few weeks ago and let us knows that He is looking for some lambs. Sheep couldn’t be sacrificed because they had grown too old. They had come into the knowledge of their private parts. This is why the sacrifice that to be the blood of a lamb in his first year, because inn the second year, the male lamb wanted to get with the female lamb.

There was a time when we could care less about the opposite sex, but at a certain age something comes on in us. And we find it hard to stay away from each other. I remember when my daughter would cry because little boys were trying to call her on the phone. But now she stays on the phone, but that’s all right, because she is covered, had to be here Wednesday for that one!

And we also see in verse 5 that the lambs had to be separated from the sheep and the goats, so they would not become tainted. The blood that was shed must be pure, unspotted unblemished. God only accepts the best, God can’t accept an old offering, can’t pay your tithes from January in March. God said the first fruits of your labor. The offering we bring to God must be pure and from our hearts.

God is still keeping the lambs pure. God is still separating lambs away from the sheep and the goats according to verse 5. This is why young Pastors and ministers have begun to come together and line up with God’s vision. All division is not bad God also divides to keep His lambs pure and untainted.

We also know that disease is in the blood. We know this because science has told us how not to get aids and venereal diseases. They tell us not to come in contact with the blood of those who are infected, because the disease is transmitted through the blood. Many folk have contracted disease from blood transfusions of tainted blood.

Many pastors and preachers are infecting their members with disease because their blood is infected. Folk are wondering why it’s so much hell, sickness and confusion in the church. We do recognize that Satan is in the church, but sometimes infection gets into the church because the blood of the Pastor is tainted. 

The blood, the blood, the blood!

(Read v. 7)!

The blood of the lamb had to be used as a sign on the doorpost. If we have truly accepted the Lamb of God Jesus Christ, there ought to be a sign on the doorpost. The doorpost is your life, and if we profess Christ in our lives, then we ought to show some sign. I ought to see the blood of Jesus in your life.

Notice God did not instruct them to put the blood on the window but on the door. We should wear the blood of Jesus on the front door, meaning Jesus ought to be first. I shouldn’t have to look through your window to see the blood; it ought to be out front. I should see the blood when I first meet you, I shouldn’t have to search for the blood of the Lamb.

(Read v. 13)!

There is also protection in the blood. The death angel is still running loose in Egypt. And his instruction is still to Passover the houses that have the blood on the doorpost. You can tell who has the blood on the doorpost, just follow the undertaker.

When the young men and women are dying one after the other in a household there must not be any blood on the doorpost.  Many times I knew I should have died, but momma and daddy had the blood of Jesus on the doorpost. We must be covered in the blood of Jesus, to be protected.

The blood, the blood, the blood!

The only way we can come together is in the blood of Jesus. We can forget about coming together on the bible, we have a done a fine job of dividing ourselves with the bible.

Let us close this bible study with this scripture: I John chapter 1
1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)

3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.

5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Conclusion: 
As I close, we need to understand that God wants to cleanse our blood. Many of our kidneys have gone out, and the purpose of the kidney is to clean the blood. When the natural kidney goes out, we have to go take dialysis to cleanse the blood.


God says its dialysis time; there are some of us who have issues of the blood. I am reminded of the woman with the issue of blood. And it was not just sickness in her physical body; she had some spiritual issues that were bleeding her soul to death.


We all have an issue of the blood. My issue was crack cocaine, but I came in contact with the blood of Jesus and I was delivered. Your issue of blood may be lying or cheating, your issue of blood may be adultery and fornication you can be cleansed tonight. Maybe you can’t stop gambling, it’s in the blood.


Maybe your issue of blood is your children, you can’t sleep at night, you can be delivered through the blood of Jesus. Maybe someone has tainted your blood; you can be cleansed today in the name of Jesus. He said whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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