Text: 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

      Subject: 
The Church – God’s Washing Machine
   Objective: 
In this text and others we will study the fact that we all are filthy when we compare ourselves to the Glory and Holiness of God. Yet God has provided a source for us to be cleansed through the blood of Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit. And we will come to the conclusion that the church is God washing machine that he used to cleanse us form all unrighteousness.
Introduction:
 First we must understand that just like our clothes don’t wash themselves, neither can we cleanse ourselves. And in order for the clothes to get washed, somebody has to put forth some effort, to sort the clothes, put them in the washing machine, add the detergent, take the clothes out of the washer, put them in the dryer, take them out of the dryer and put them in their proper places to be used. Amen


And the reason many folk are not being cleansed from their dirt is because they are coming to church, but they are not in the church.


The Church – God’s Washing Machine

Just like the clothes have to be in the washing machine to be cleansed, we as believers must be in the church to be cleansed as well. Many folk come, but they are not involved or a part of the church. Don’t come to prayer; don’t come on Wednesday nights, and even late for service on Sunday.


And you can’t get clean when you have missed the washing cycle. You see you can put some clothes in the washing machine late and they not get clean like the clothes that were in from the start. You see some of you all are coming in on the rinse cycle and that’s why you can seem to get clean!

We all can testify to doing some dirt in our lives. We can even testify to have thrown some dirt on someone else. But with all our old dirt we can claim to have been washed by the blood of the Lamb. We say it all the time “Things I used to do, I don’t do anymore”. “Places I used to go I don’t go anymore”. In essence all we are saying is the dirt I used to do, I have been cleansed from that.


Now do we still have some dirt in our lives that we need to be cleansed from, YES! This is why we keep coming. I am not here because I got it together; I am here to get it together! Amen


The Church – God’s Washing Machine
I remember the old washing machines, and they only washed the clothes, then you had to put them in the foot tub of water to soak, then you had to take them out of the tub and run them through the ringer. The ringer was used to get the excess water out, so the clothes could dry.

Anybody ever felt like God was running you through the ringer? And sometimes we had to run the clothes through the ringer twice. Anybody ever found themselves in the same situation you just come out of? That’s God, running you through the ringer to get some stuff out of you!

James 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

The washing can’t work for you if you don’t let it do what it is purposed to do! The divers temptations James was talking about are part of the washing process; we have to go through some things to be cleansed! Amen, so the next time you find yourself in a trying situation, say thank you Lord for running me through the ringer, or the rinse cycle.

The Church – God’s Washing Machine


Let’s look at the text:  READ FROM THE MESSAGE BIBLE

Text:  

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

On thing we must always remember is that we too had to be cleansed. When people come into the church with their dirt, we can be quick to remember their past sins, but we must have compassion and consider ourselves, because we too was caught up in fornication adultery, idolatry and such the like: But like the scripture says “such were some of you” but now we have been washed by the blood of Jesus.

We also have examples in times past where God had to cleanse Israel before he could use them. When he delivered them from Egypt, it took 40 years to get them cleansed. Now God can’t use what is not clean Amen.

He even said He will not dwell in an unclean temple, so in order for God to use us, He first has to cleanse us! This is why we wash our clothes, because we do not like to wear things that are dirty! Amen

There were times when God had to re-wash Israel. After a period of time they had begun to go backwards and serve idol gods and turn from the law of God.

Jeremiah 33:6-9 Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth. And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me. And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.

God put them back in bondage to cleanse them, because he wanted to use them, but they had become dirty by mixing and mingling with other nations and their Gods. And we too mix and mingle with the world and we have to come and be re-washed.

But what I love about God is he will never turn us away or throw us away. When I was ready to give up on myself and throw my life away. God accepted me back, over and over again. I am thankful today, that He kept cleaning me and running me through:

The Church – God’s Washing Machine
Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion: We must understand that Jesus is coming back for a church without a stop or a wrinkle! That means He must be cleansing us! But he only cleans what is in the church, he is not coming back for the world, he is coming back for the church. Amen


1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


The first step in becoming clean is to first admit that you are dirty. Then we must confess with our mouths to God that we need cleaning, then we must accept Jesus into out lives and then we must get in the church to allow the Holy Spirit to cleans us with the word of God!


I urge you to let God cleanse you today, He is waiting to remove the dirt and filth in your life, but you have to come to Him. 


Jesus says: “Whosoever will let him come”. You can come today and be cleansed from that unrighteousness. 

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Apostle Keith Ross
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