          Text: 
I Corinthians 11:1-7
      Subject: 
The Covering
   Objective: 
In this text we will examine the need for all of us to have a spiritual covering. We will also come to the conclusion that the only coverage that we can depend on is the Lord.
Introduction:
 We all are familiar with covering. From the moment we were born, we have been covered with something. We were covered with a diaper, then we were covered with baby clothes, then they wrapped a blanket on us, for protection. Even Jesus was wrapped in swaddling clothes.


When we go to sleep at night we sleep under the covers. When we go outside and it’s a little chilly, we might put on a jacket. If it’s down right cold we will trade that jacket for a coat. And if it’s freezing, we will go back, take off the coat and the clothes, and put on some long handles or long boys, (that’s thermal underwear for you young folk), and then we try it again.


We are all familiar with natural covering, but who has their spiritual coat on? It is some folk in here right now that are freezing in the spirit realm because they don’t have any covering.

Husbands it is important that we cover our wives and children. I don’t mean go out to the mall and buy them a mink coat. Amen a mink coat will keep our wives warm in the natural, but they will freeze to death in the spirit.

When my family leaves the home I don’t have to worry about them, because they are covered. I know they are covered because I put their coat on. When my son left for basic training, my wife got a little worried. She told me about three or four times to talk with him and pray for him. I done it for her sakes but I wasn’t worried because I knew he had his coat on.

Men when we let our wives leave the house naked, we are inviting the enemy to have his way with them. There is such a thing as spiritual rape. Many of our women are depressed, sick, and can’t sleep because they are being spiritually raped, because they don’t have any spiritual covering. 

All covering is designed to protect, we wear boots to protect our feet, we wear gloves to protect our hands, and we wear safety glasses to protect our eyes.

And we protect these things because they are precious to us. And my wife is precious to me, so I have to protect her. I make sure she has on some boots to protect her feet; because she has to go places I can’t go. I make sure she has on gloves to protect her hands, because sometimes she has to do stuff for me. And I most certainly want to protect her eyes, so she can help me see the enemy coming.

So men since our wives are precious to us, let us protect them they way Jesus protects and covers us.

And men we must had coverage to be able to cover our wives and children. You see we can’t give something we do not have ourselves. I can’t help deliver you if I have not been delivered.

We wear raincoats to protect us from the rain, and it may not rain for a while but when it does, it good to have a raincoat. The roof on this church represents covering. Oh we could have church without the roof, but the sun would be a distraction, the rain would make it hard to read our bibles. So we need the roof to protect us from the elements.

Covering is so important to us as Christians, until Jesus told the disciples to go and wait for their covering. Jesus told them to tarry until the Holy Spirit came. Why, because Jesus knew the world was a cold place and they were going to need some protection. 

All the while they were waiting, there measurements were being taken. Before the seamstress can sew they have to first get your measurements. Before their spiritual coats could be made they had to be measured. And on the day of Pentecost, they coats were delivered. And everybody received their own coat. 

Amen we have it bad trying to put on other folks coats. We want to sing when we really can’t sing. We want to preach when we really can’t preach. We need to wear the covering or anointing that God has given us. If we all had the same coat then we wouldn’t need each other. Amen one size doesn’t fit all in the body of Christ.

They were also waiting on the insurance policy to be issued. The Holy Spirit has been charged to keep us. We even refer to insurance as coverage. Amen (we are still talking about The Covering).  

When we get into an accident the first then we want to know is do they have any coverage.

Coverage is not for things that are going to happen. It is not a matter of if but when we will get into an accident. If you don’t run into someone, someone will run into you. Jesus knew it was just a matter of time because the disciples had a run in, and would need some insurance.

Now in order to have coverage, we must pay our premiums. If we have not been paying the bill, then don’t bother contacting your insurance company, because you are not covered.

Jesus has our insurance policy and He is our insurance agent and we must pay the premium that has been set in the word of God. 

Well what is the premium?

He said in Matthew 16:24 If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  That’s a payment!

He said in Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. That’s a premium!
In Matthew 6:33 He said, But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

All through the bible we can find what needs to be paid in order to have coverage. If you haven’t paid the premium don’t call the insurance company. You can have the insurance card in your glove compartment, but if you have not paid the monthly premium, it’s no good.

If you have not denied yourself, presented your body as a living sacrifice and put God first in your life then don’t even call on the Lord when you have an accident.

But when we have paid the premium or the bill. We can file a claim when we stuff happens. When we have run-ins with folk who talk about and mistreat us, all we have to do is fill a claim on our coverage. “Lord you said you would fight my battles if I just keep still”. 

When we have run-ins with our finances and the bills are pilling up, we can file a claim. “Lord you said you would supply my every need”, I need a settlement check. When we have a run-in with the spirit of infirmity and we get sick in the body, when can file a claim. “Lord you said by your strips I am healed”.
           Body:   In our text we see that it is important to have coverage.

(Read v. 3)!

The only way we can cover our woman men, is to have Christ covering us. And the only way Christ can cover us is because he has the Father covering Him. If we are not under the umbrella, then we can’t be protected from the rain. Everybody has to be under or submitted to someone else.

Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

Colossians 3:18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

Ladies I agree with you when you say I don’t need a man. But you do need a spiritual man.  Stop praying for a man and pray for a spiritual man. A natural man can supply some physical needs, but what about that thing that lives forever. I thank God for a natural woman, but when my spirit is low I need a spiritual wife to minister to my spirit.

Every spirit needs a body to operate in the earth. This is why He said present your body as a living sacrifice. Women if your husband has not submitted himself to God, then you better get under a Pastor that has, so you can have some coverage.

You see the Pastor can fill in as your spiritual coverage until your husband gets his own insurance policy. We have women in the church today, but their husbands are still in the world. If you have an anointed Pastor, don’t worry your covered.

(Read v. 4)!

What this means is, if the preacher is preaching and all you can see is the man, then he has covered up head, he has covered up Jesus. When the man or woman of God is covered, we should not see them we should see Christ. If you see flesh, then they don’t have an insurance policy, they are not covered.

We should be a reflection of our covering. When I am asked to speak, I go to Jesus for guidance. When my wife is asked to go and speak she comes to me for guidance. When my wife is called to speak somewhere, I make it my business to be there because I am her covering.

And when she is speaking because she is submitted unto me, folk should not see her they should see me. And when they look at me they should not see me they should see Christ.

(Read v. 5)!

We have been taught that this verse means women must have on hats when they are up speaking in the church.  Which symbolized them being submissive. But the last time I checked a hat has never made no one submit. If submission is in the hat, then men all we have to do is go to the store. 

We have first ladies sweating all their makeup off `in the church, because they have on this hat and its 95 degrees. If you want to cover your head with a hat wear it because you want to, not because someone told you to wear a hat.

We must stop reading a spiritual book with natural eyes. The covering this verse is referring to is a spiritual one. We have the first ladies in bondage, telling them they must wear a hat. They tried to lock my wife up in that prison, but she was covered.

When I see a woman ministering the first thing I want to know is, does she have coverage? I need to know that you have some insurance for you to speak into my life. 

This verse talks about a woman without spiritual coverage is like a natural woman being shaves, it is shameful to women to be bald headed. This is why when our mothers get up in age and lose their hair, they get a wig. Now there is nothing wrong with wearing a wig, (Amen mothers) my wife wears one sometimes and she has plenty of hair.

Conclusion: 
As I close, I am reminded of Joseph who had a coat of may colors. And the many colors represented the anointing on his life. And because Joseph had found favor God and his father Jacob. He found discourse, envy, jealousy and strife with his brothers.


And we must understand that we, the body of Christ, is like the anointed son Joseph, meaning we have been given a covering of many colors and the world hates us because we have found favor with God.


So if you are like Joseph and have a coat of many colors, don’t worry about your brothers and sisters, don’t worry about it when they try to sell you out.


Because if you know the story, the same brothers that sold Joseph into slavery because of his covering, found themselves needing the same covering they sold to survive when God brought famine into the land.


So when folk mistreat you with jealousy envy and strife, just wait until the famine comes. God wants you to know tonight that the same folk that have sold us out because of our covering. Will one day need the same covering they had despised and tried to destroy.


So be encouraged if you have been covered in the blood of Jesus and if you are not covered you ought to get you a policy started while you have the time.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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