          Text: 
Acts 9:1-3
      Subject: 
The Light
   Objective: 
In this text we will discover the power of the light and the necessity to have the light not only in natural lives but also in our spiritual lives.
Introduction:
What does the light do? The light illuminates, it brightens… When we walk into a room the first thing we do is reach for the light switch. Even if the power is out we still click the switch. Why, because we need the light.


Every light has a power source and there must be a connection for the light to come on. The light bulb screws into the receptacle, the receptacle is connected to the switch, the switch is connected to the breaker box, breaker box is connected to the meter, the meter is connected to the light pole, the light pole is connected to the transformer, the transformer is connected to the power plant and the power plant is connected to God.


Let’ look at Genesis

Genesis 1:1 reads as such Genesis 1:1-4 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.

Light originates from God, man did not invent light, light was before man was made. In fact the light had a hand in making man. If we have studied our Bible we know that Jesus is this light that God speaks about in verse 3.

God said let there be light, let there be Jesus, in the beginning. A lot folk think Jesus came on the scene about 2000 years ago on Christmas morning, but Jesus was in the beginning and is now and forever more. 

God said let us make man in our image.

If you don’t believe Jesus was there in the creation let’s go to John 1:1-5 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

Now in back in Genesis 1:2 we see that darkness was upon the face of the deep. Now this darkness was Satan and when then the light was called who is Jesus a fight broke out. (Somebody don’t believe that)

(Read v. 3-4)!

Genesis 1:3-4 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.

God had to break up the fight; notice is says God divided the light from the darkness. God said the light was good but he said nothing about the darkness. God was the one who established “if you can’t say anything good somebody, then don’t say nothing at all.”

God separated the light from the darkness, He separated Jesus from Satan, God pulled Jesus off of Satan, oh yes Jesus was winning. Anybody ever had to break up a fight, and when a fight breaks out, somebody always gets whipped. And we had to pull the winner off the loser. And we had to keep them separated because if they ever got close the fight would start again.

We have been separated from the world because God separated light and darkness in the beginning. But light and darkness are still fighting. This is why folk hate you and you have done nothing to them. This is why folk mistreat you and you just love them to death. And most of the time they fight us because they don’t understand, you see darkness does not understand light.

John 1:5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

God told me that many folk don’t come around us because they don’t understand what we are doing. They don’t come in our untraditional churches because they have not seen the light. God said don’t blame them they just don’t understand. 

We are referred to as a peculiar people; we do strange things to those who are in darkness. When we were in the world we could understand staying in the club until daybreak, but we could not understand staying in church more than 2 hours. But we had not seen the light.

The Light!

 The light also represents knowledge and understanding; in fact we sometimes call knowledge and understanding, enlightenment. When I was a child, I remember looking at the funny papers and whenever the cartoonist drew a light bulb over the characters head that meant they understood something.

God said in Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

Know that we know that light brings understanding, and that Jesus is the light. Then what God was really telling us is “out of all your getting get the light, get Jesus in your life”. 
Another reason the darkness can’t stand the light is because the light also exposes the darkness. If we are not living right we get uncomfortable around those who are living right. Darkness loves darkness and light loves to be around light. Birds of a feather flock together.

Many of us in the church are feeling our way through this Christian life. What do you mean? We have become so familiar with having church; we feel we don’t need the light anymore.

If the power if off at home, we can feel our way around in the dark to get what we want. Why because we know where everything is. 

Even when we come in the house off God, we just feel our way through the service, because we have become familiar with the church, we know what is going to happen. The brethren are going to read a scripture sing a hymn and prayer; mothers will break out in a congregational song, choir might sing, if they feel like it. We’ll come down to the altar and pray, the preacher will say something; don’t remember what he said and then we will go home.

The light is off in God’s house why because we have gotten comfortable feeling our way. 

The light helps us to find things. We sometimes say, “let’s shed some light on the subject”. When we look for things under the bed, we might get a flashlight.

If we don’t have Jesus on when we study the bible then we won’t find knowledge and understanding. And if when we are listening to the preacher, the first thing we should be looking for is knowledge and understanding. We should be like an insect and hone in on the light.

We all have seen how the insects are drawn to the light. This is because of something on the inside of them that makes them come to the light. And God said in Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. 

And in the world is the insect, have you ever wondered why you can be in the dark and the insects seem to find you. It’s because God said we are the light of the world. There is a light that we emit when we have Jesus. And the whole world can see it, because we are the light of the world.

The light also directs, the stoplight tells us when to go, slow down and stop. On the seashore they have the lighthouses and they direct the ships into the docks. The lighthouses are positioned to lead the ships straight in to safety, because to the left and right are the rocks and shallow waters.

And in the lighthouse is a person called the light keeper. And all he has to do is make sure the light stays on. When the light blows they have to replace the light. 

The church is the God’s lighthouse and when the light goes out, it has to be replaced or somebody won’t make it in safely to the dock. It is our responsibility to keep the light on in the church. Even Motel 6 leaves the light on, why because they want us to find them.

A church that is looking for a pastor is changing the light. And they ought to be looking for some light. We need to stop looking for a feeling your way and get some light back in the house.

Lets look at our text:

           Body:   (Read Acts 9:1)!
We see that Saul is in darkness and threatening slaughter against the Lord. I know the verse says “the disciples of the Lord”. But when you mess with a disciples you are messing with the Lord. When folk mistreat our children, they are also mistreating us. 

He said, “what you do unto the least you do to me. So before we go around threatening folk, we better know whom we are threatening. 

(Read v. 2)!

This is what Satan is still trying to do to the body of Christ, he is doing all he can to bind us into religious tradition. And he has been using preachers like Saul to do it.  You all did not Saul was a man of the cloth; he was a Pharisee of a high order. Saul is in the pulpit today keeping folk bound in tradition. But everyday the light is changing Saul to Paul. 

I remember when I was Saul, but thank God for the Light, that found me on my road to Damascus.

(Read v. 3)!

We all have been on the road to Damascus; we all have been on the right road with the wrong attitude. There was nothing wrong with the Damascus road there was something wrong with Saul. We all have come to church with the world on our minds; we have come to the house of God just to see who will show up, we have come to the church meeting to start some mess. That’s the road to Damascus, the right wrong but the wrong attitude.

Saul had to have an attitude adjustment. And this is what the Light did for him. Verse 3 says the light shined round about him. We sing that song and I love to hear momma sing it, “Shine on me, let the light form the lighthouse shine on me”. But some of us really don’t know what we are asking for. We want the light to shine on other folk, but not us. But God said let a man examine himself.

Notice the light shined upon him, and we have already established that the light exposes darkness. And Saul had a lot of dark stuff in him, and he could not see it until the light was shined upon him. We can’t see Christ until we see ourselves. Once the Lord shines the light on us we see who we really are, then and only then can we be delivered from ourselves. 

Jesus shined upon Saul, to set him free from himself. Our biggest fight is with us. God said lean not to your own understanding. But like Saul we have it all figured out, like Saul we are sincere in what we are doing, but we are sincerely wrong.

As soon as we admit we don’t know anything, then we can be taught. We must realize we are in darkness to come to the light.

(Read v. 4)!

The light was so awesome, that it knocked Saul to his knees. And he could not look upon this light with his natural eyes. I can imagine Saul attempting to look into this light, but it hurt his eyes and he was blinded.

Folk can’t stand to look at you when you have Jesus, because the see the light form heaven. 

When you see folk who don’t look at you when you pass them on the street or in the store, they can’t help it the light hurts their eyes. They can’t stand to see the glory of the Lord shining in your life.

The Light!

Conclusion: 
As I close, we should all now understand the power and the importance of the light. We should praise God for the light we should all thank God for giving us the light, which His Son Jesus Christ.


And if you don’t have any light, then today you can pay the connection fee and get plugged into the source of all light, which is God the father, but Jesus connects you to the father.


All you have to do is accept Jesus Christ as you personal savior and you too can walk in the light.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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