Text: 
James 1:22-27 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

      Subject: 
The Man In The Mirror
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters, in this text and others we will examine the fact that many folk in the church talk right but they walk left. Meaning they do not reflect the glory and righteousness of God as our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And this creates a problem for the church because it makes the word of God many times to be of no effect.
Introduction:
If we be honest with our selves, we spend a great deal of time looking in the mirror. And the mirror has a purpose, Amen if it were not for the mirror, many of us would look a mess when we leave the house.


And what I like about the mirror is that the mirror always tells the truth and it has no respect of person. A mirror does not make me look any better than you. It only projects what is put before it.   Lady Ross and I use the same mirror in our bedroom, even though her image looks better than mine, its still the same mirror.


Now the mirror by itself is no good. What do I mean? If we go into the bathroom and stand before the mirror with the light off, even though we are before the mirror we will see nothing, why because the mirror needs the light to function. So if there is no light shed upon the mirror then the mirror cannot reflect our image.


Now God has given us a mirror called the scriptures, and these scriptures also need light to work. This is why He sent His Son Jesus Christ to be a light to this mirror. And the reason many folk look in the scriptures and can’t see themselves is because they don’t have Jesus. 


Jesus said himself in John 8:12 I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.


So now that we have discovered that the mirror can’t work with out the light. Then we ought to be turning on the light. Amen we ought to be turning on Jesus so we might be able to look in the word of God and see our true image.


Many folk don’t study the word of God because they don’t want to see themselves for what they really are. But we fail to realize that God only wants us to see ourselves so we can confess, repent and be changed.


I remember many times I would look in the mirror and see a dope attic, and then turn and go to church and portray holiness. When I know I was a far form being set apart for God. I was one way at home and another way at church.


The Man In The Mirror


But one day that light named Jesus shined upon me, and I saw myself for who I really was, and I confessed, repented of my sins and that’s when my life began to change. Now God has covered my sins with the blood of Jesus. And even though Satan and folk try to bring up my past against me. God says in I Peter 4:8 Love covers a multitude of sins. 


The Love of God is like the makeup we use to cover spots and blemishes we don’t want others to see. We look in the mirror and we put on the makeup to go out, and when we come home we take it off. Why because we want to portray a good image before folk, but we don’t seem to care what kind of image we portray before God.


Our daughter Kelsie is coming of age and I see her looking at herself in the mirror, more than she use to, changing close two and three times. And I tell her all the time that I want her to know that she is beautiful and she needs to know that she is beautiful for herself, so she won’t need some young man to tell her she is beautiful. 

Our ladies carry mirrors and make up in their purses. And every now and then they take a look at themselves and it something needs a touch up they have it handy. When in all reality all we need to carry is Jesus and the word of God.

I am convinced that is we would look in the word of God half, as much as we look in the mirror, we would be some sanctified, set apart, holy ghost filled church. But we send more time on the outer man than we do the inner man. God said in 1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.
         Text:   
James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.


We must understand that when we talk right and walk left we are really deceiving ourselves. When we decide to tell a lie, we lie to ourselves and say that no one else will know. When in all reality God always knows and I had to find out the hard way that what’s done in the dark has to come to the light.


James 1:23-24 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.


This like a man that looks in the mirror in the morning, shave his beard as a man, then puts on a wig, makes up his face, goes in the closet and puts on a dress and high heels, and goes out to portray himself as a woman.


This is how many folk are in the church today, we want to live as the world does, the come to the church on Sunday morning and portray the image of holiness.


James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.


This verse tells us that if we look into God’s mirror and see the inner man, and remember what we have seen and do according to who we are in God, then we shall be blessed. God can’t bless the hypocrite, this why Jesus said who unto the Scribes and the Pharisees, because they knew the word of God and yet went contrary to what they knew.


James 1:26-27 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.


The key word hear is “himself”, for God said “Let a man examine himself”. Meaning I need to look at myself in the mirror and deal with my own spots and blemishes, then I can help somebody else with theirs. 


Matthew 7:3-5 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.


We must first look at: The Man In The Mirror
Conclusion: 
And as I close, we must remember that God has created us to mirror images of Himself. When he created Adam in his image and likeness, God could look down in the earth and see himself. And when Adam sinned and fell for his state of glory. God was troubled because He could no longer see his image in the earth. When He said Adam where art thou. He knew were Adam was, but he could not see His reflection.


Today God is still looking in the earth for His image and likeness. And that image and likeness is His son Jesus Christ. Jesus was sent to show us how we are to look in the eyesight of God.


Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
And let us remember that this transformation starts with: 

The Man In The Mirror

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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