Text: 
1 Peter 2:9-10 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
      Subject: 
The Pattern Of The Priest
   Objective: 
In this text and others we will examine the fact that we have been chosen to represent God in the world today. And just like in the days of old, we are identified by a pattern. And we will look come to the conclusion that this pattern is what those lost in the world must see in us in order to see God.
Introduction:
 For everything that is made there is a pattern or prototype. Every new model car that is produced there first is a prototype. And all the other cars follow the pattern of the first car, which was designed and tested and found good enough to be reproduced. And we must understand that we as Christians we are to be a reproduction of Jesus Christ. And just like every new car that come of the production line, we too have to be tested. So don’t think it strange when you fall in to divers temptations, just know you are being tested because the Lord is about to drive you to your blessed place. Amen


For every suit, dress and shoes we wear there is a pattern. This is why we are able to wear the same stuff. This is how we are able to go somewhere and see someone with the same outfit or the same shoes that we have on. 
I remember when momma and them use to go to the store and buy a pattern of a dress or outfit they liked and get someone to sew it. And if I remember correctly the pattern had to be cut out before it could be sown together. And we need to understand that before God can put you together he first has to cut you away from some stuff and some folk you been dealing with. So before God can stitch us together he has to cut us out first.

And here is what we need to also understand. The stitching is done on the inside of the clothing. Meaning God has to do some work on the inside of us. I may look good on the outside, but if you turn me inside out, you will see some stitching that don’t look so good. Its what you don’t see that is holding me together!


Now in the Old Testament when God chose the nation of Israel as His chosen people. He had intended for them to be the priest to all the nations of the world. However Israel violated the Law and God chose the tribe of the Levites to be the priest to Israel. 


Now what is important about the tribe of the Levites is they had a special pattern woven in their cloth that only they could wear. And this special pattern was so they could be identified from all the other tribes. This identification was important, because when any of the other tribes wanted to bring an offering or give a sacrifice, they have to find a Levite, which was identified by the pattern they wore. 


You see in every city all the tribes lived there but only the tribe of Levi the priest could enter the temple and offer sacrifices. And just like in those days in every city there are different tribes. Now the church of today represents the tribe of Levi or the priest and those that are in the world are looking for:

 The Pattern Of The Priest

Moses was of the tribe of the Levites, and even though he had been living in the house of Pharaoh, he was still a priest. And it was this pattern cloth that was put in his basket when his mother floated him down the river that help him find his family.

If you saw the movie the Ten Commandments, you might remember the scene in the movie where Moses was taken to meet his real mother. And his mother was sitting in the chair and she had this cloth rapped around her and on this cloth was the same pattern that he had since he was found in the river by Pharaoh’s sister. 

And we must understand that the pattern is not just for the world to find us, but it is also so we can find each other. Even though Moses was living with the Egyptians, he always knew he was different. And it was just a matter of time before he found out who he really was. 

Even Pharaoh and his sister knew who Moses was. But until Moses got a revelation of who he was, he could not follow the Pattern Of The Priest and fulfill his God given destiny. And many of us that are in the church, we still haven’t found out who we really are. And until we get the revelation that we are a royal priesthood, we can’t be what we are called to be.


The Pattern Of The Priest
Text:   Let’s look at our text:

1 Peter 2:9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

The first characteristic is Holy, and we can be Holy. For God said be ye also Holy as I am Holy.

The next characteristic is peculiar, now this word means we are strange or different. And there is something peculiar about a folk that serve a God they have never seen. There is something strange about folk that speak in unknown tongues. There is something interesting about folk that can dance, shout and fallout. Can I get a witness?

The next characteristic is Praise: that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:

If you go to a church and they can’t praise God, you need to keep moving. They don’t have the PATTERN.

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, let us close with the #1 Pattern that identifies us God people: Somebody say LOVE!


John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.


When people go to church, it is not the singing, the praying or the preaching that will let them know they are in the right place, but it’s the Love that we a have one toward another will identify us as having the:

The Pattern Of The Priest

Jesus did not say with singing I have drawn many. He did not say with prayers I have drawn many, nor did He say with preaching I have drawn many. Jesus said, “With Love and Kindness have I drawn many”
And I leave you with this: 

John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
And when we get the revelation to just love one another God will do the drawing, because now we have the Pattern of the Priest!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Apostle Keith Ross
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