Text: 
Matthew 18:18-20 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.
      Subject: 
The Power of Agreement
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters tonight we want to examine the fact that there is tremendous power in agreement. For one of the most important Christians doctrines we must believe is that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are one. Yet we know they are three separate persons but the key is they agree. And agreement forms a bond of unity. And according to 1 John 5:8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.

And the scriptures also teach us that two are better than one and a three-strand cord is not easily broken. Amen.

We will also come to the conclusion that many times we do not get what we desire simply because ewe do not feel the need to touch and agree with someone else on what we desire to have. When Jesus clearly says in Matthew 18:19 …That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.

Often times we suffer hardships longer than we have to because we do not understand the POWER OF AGREEMENT. And believe me you do not need everyone to agree with you, just one other person that has a relationship with the Lord will do. 

The Power of Agreement
Introduction:
 Often times we see folk going around getting others to sign a petition. Now what a petition does is it shows that a number of people agree on something that they want to see done.  And believe me the government understands the power of agreement. And when one person is complaining about something, usually they won’t pay them any mind. But get 100 folk to agree on the complaint and I assure they will at least stop and talk about it. And that’s what we are talking about THE POWER OF AGREEMENT.


And agreement is also known as a contract, and believe it or not when we joined the church we made an agreement. Know I know most of us do not even know what the agreement is because we haven’t been taught. 


Matter of fact we did not even try to understand what the terms of the agreement were before we joined. In most of our churches we have the agreement or the covenant on the wall. And I guarantee you there are very few of us who know what it says let alone follow it.


Now a person who makes and agreement without understanding the agreement is a foolish person. This is why so many folk get a divorce, why because they did not understand the agreement, so the POWER OF AGREEMENT was not there to keep the marriage together.


And often times folk divorce the church simply because they did not know what they were getting in to. 


I bet every in here that has a cell phone, knows the restrictions in there contract. We know when our free time kicks in, we even know when the bill is coming, when we have to pay it and how much is due. And we made sure we understood this before we signed the agreement.


But when it comes to the church, we don’t have a clue of what our end of the agreement entails. Oh we know what God is suppose to do, but we did not take time to find out that we had a part to play as well in this agreement with the church. Yeah we are quick to remind God what he is suppose to do for us, but we get upset when he reminds us what we are to do for HIM.


And over and over in the word of God, we see this two-letter word called IF. And every agreement God has made with us has the clause in there “IF”. 


Let us look at one: Exodus 15:26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.

Now in our cell phone contract, if we do not pay they do not have to give us service. If you don’t believe me don’t pay your bill and see what happens. And believe me there is POWER IN AGREEMENT.


Now in the event that we decide we no longer like the agreement we have made, this does not give us permission not to keep up our end of the contract.


There is POWER IN THE AGREEMENT and they can still hold you responsible for your payment even if your phone is turned off. I am telling what I know not what I heard. We better be mindful of the agreements we make and whom we make them with, because if we are not careful we may even make and agreement with Satan.


And Satan may come to you looking like some one you know. This is why it is important that we agree with God, so we won’t have to worry about getting hoodwinked and bamboozled by the enemy. Amen


Matthew 5:25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.


There are a lot of folk in jail right now, because they did not believe in the POWER OF AGREEMENT. 


Matthew 5:25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; (Settle up, the interest is piling up).


lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. If they take you to court you may do some time, why, because there is POWER IN AGREEMENT.

Text:   

Matthew 18:19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.

Notice it says if to of you and not just you, thus let’s us know that we need each other. Folk running around talking about they don’t need nobody is suffering from a lack of understanding.

And Jesus is speaking here and He said, “Anything that they shall ask, it shall (not might, but shall be done) by my Father which is in heaven”.

This let’s me know that the POWER OF GOD responds to UNITY.

Folk that can’t come together can’t have and impact on the community. In the Civil Rights movement, Dr. King had no power by himself, but the POWER WAS IN THE AGREEMENT OF ALL THE BLACK SAYING ENOUGH IS ENOUGH.

And we too can have that same POWER to change Marianna, if we just put aside our differences and let the POWER OF AGREEEMENT work for us.

The Power of Agreement

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Notice the verse says two or three. Which lets us know that three is good, but it only takes two. Because where there are two, there is three and the third one is Jesus.

Make no mistake about it the POWER lies in the one in the midst. And that one is Jesus Christ.

Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

We may both be going to Wal-mart, but if we do not agree with each other we can’t go together. Even some of the disciples had to separate because they had lost the POWER OF AGREEMENT.

And Jesus understood this POWER, because He sent the disciples out in twos. I do not care who bad you think you are, there will come a time when you will need someone to watch your back.

I imagine when the disciples went into the various cities, while one preached, the other one was watching. And it was this POWER OF AGREEMENT that kept them alive.

Ecclesiastes 4:11 Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?

It’s cold out there by yourself. I agree with the scriptures the bed is much warmer with Lady Ross next to me. It also has been proven that people have survived freezing temperatures that would have killed them alone, but by them agreeing to bundle up together, they were able to produce enough heat to save everyone.

(THERE IS POWER IN AGREEMENT)
Conclusion: 
In my conclusion, let us turn to: 

Deuteronomy 32:30 How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?

Now simple math used with this scripture should prove to us that there is POWER IN AGREEMENT. If one can chase a thousand and two then thousand, don’t take a rocket science to see that there is much POWER IN THE AGREEMENT of two.

Now as I take my seat, let me leave you with this, If we really want some POWER to get back what the devil has stolen form us, we must first Agree with God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

For God says “If I be for you, that’s more than the whole world against you!”

And I for one AGREE with God, and give Him glory for revealing to me the POWER OF AGREEMENT!

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

Our POWER is in Jesus Christ and the agreement with one another is how we increase that POWER.

Let’s give God glory for the:

The Power of Agreement
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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