          Text: 
Exodus 4:1-5
      Subject: 
The Rod
   Objective: 
In this text we will examine the many uses of the rod. We will discover that the rod has multi purposes. The rod is uses to deliver, it is used to support, it is used to comfort, and it is also used to chastise. We will also come to the conclusion that many of our children are wrong, because we did not do what was right by using the rod.

Introduction:
 In our text, when God sent Moses to Egypt, Moses asked him what shall I use? And God said what is that in your hand? And Moses said a rod. And God said cast it down. What God was really trying to get Moses to understand was all he had to do was use what he had.


So often times we have the Moses syndrome. We feel we cannot make a difference, because of all the things we recognize that we do not have. But we never stop and think to use what we have. Some of us can’t sing like others, some of us can’t preach like others, some of us can’t talk like others, because we all have different rods. And God wants us to use the rod that he has given us.


I can’t preach folk out of the world. But I sure can do my best to teach them out. No sense in me standing up here whooping and hollering trying to preach to folk, when that is not my rod. My rod is teaching so like Moses, I have to use what I have in my hand. 


Rod = Deliverer

First we want to recognize that the rod is use to deliver. In the 7th chapter of Exodus, we know that the rod was used to set Israel free from Egypt. Moses stretching forth his rod brought the 10 plaques upon Egypt and they were delivered. If we haven’t read it, we have seen the movie.

(Exodus 14:16)!  

But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 

When God parted the Red Sea, He told Moses to stretch forth his Rod. And we know that the children of Israel were delivered again from Pharaoh and his army. So here we see again that the rod is use to deliver.

(Numbers 20:11)!  

And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 

Once again we see that God delivered Israel through the rod of Moses. They were dying of thirst and the rod was used to bring forth water that they might drink. So we all should be able to agree that the rod is used for deliverance. Amen.

Rod = Support
No we also must understand that the Rod is also used for support. All the men did not carry rods because it was the fashion of the day. The rod was used for support when one is walking on a long journey. We see folk who walk with canes, and its not that they just like canes, but it is because they need the extra support. And as Moses got older, I imagine he leaned on his rod more than his rod leaned on him.

And we must look at the word of God as our rod or our support. When we say we stand on the word, we really mean we stand with our rod. And as we grow older we tend to lean more on the word than the word leans on us. 

I hate to see folk especially preacher come to the house of God without their rods. If the bible is our support or our rod, then how can we walk without it? Many of us can’t stand for God because we do not have the rod, which is the word if God. Amen

Rod = Comfort

(Psalms 23:4)!  

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

David acknowledged that the word of God comforted him. I also can witness that many times the word of God has comforted me in the valley of the shadow of death. When I was in the crack houses for days at a time. I remember feeling like death was all around me. And even though evil was all around me, I still had comfort, because I still had God’s word in my heart. His rod and his staff they comforted me.

The only difference between the rod and the staff is the staff has a hook on the end. And this hook was used to reach out and grab a sheep when they had slipped down the cliff. The shepherd would use that hook to wrap around the sheep and pull it back up. And I’m so glad that the Lord is my shepherd and when I slip down that slippery slope called trials and tribulations, He reaches down and pulls me back up, where I am suppose to be.

David said thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Sometimes we look for comfort in our spouses and its not there. We look for comfort in our friends and families and its not there. We look for comfort in the streets. We even look for comfort in our jobs and our possessions but still comfort is not there. Oh we get some satisfaction from other folk and possessions, but they do not comfort us.

The only true comfort is in the rod of the Lord. You want peace its in the rod, you want love, it in the rod. You want joy its in the rod. 

Rod = Chastisement

(Proverbs 23:13-14)!  

Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell. 
The rod is used to chastise. According to the word of God, those of us who do not beat our children with the rod are sending them to hell. We have parents who don’t use the rod and don’t want anybody else to use the rod on their children. And God said spare the rod spoil the child. And the worst part is that most of the parents who don’t chastise their children are in the church. 

God gave it to me like this, He said a child that has too many rights, will have too many wrongs. If we look back over an unruly and disobedient Childs life, we will find that they had to many privileges. Children should have some rights, but the rights that they have must be earned. For when we give children rights they do not deserved, we give them a false sense of reality. And we when they get in the real world they can’t function. Why? Because they have been brought up to believe that they can do want they want and still be rewarded.

Privileges can be used as a rod and as reward. In my house when my children misbehave, I might grab the belt of I might take something away that they enjoy. If you want to do wrong, then give me a right. When God is spare not the rod, He did not mean beat them all the time. 

The worst beating I ever had was when I had stole some money off my mom’s dresser and lied about it. She did not beat me with a belt. She just left me behind on a trip to Atlanta, GA. My cousins got back and told me about all the fun they had and I was whooped. That was the rod, and I have forgotten many whippings, but not that one. That one taught me a valuable lesson.

(Proverbs 29:15)!  

The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. 
It says here that the rod and reproof gives wisdom, so when we use the rod we should also use the word. 

I saw my cousin whip the boys for doing something they knew was wrong. But what I like about it is he opened up the bible and showed them what God said about what they had done, and then he tore their butts up. Now I see that he put a (Proverbs 29:15) on them. He used the rod and reproof to give wisdom.

When we use the rod we should use the word as well. We should read (Proverbs 13:24)!  

He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes. God also said whom He loves He also chastises.

This won’t make the pain any less hurtful, but maybe they will understand that we are doing it out of love. I know it does not feel like love when we are on the receiving end of the rod, but bye and bye we will understand.

Now I understand how much my parents loved me when they used the rod. Because now I have to use the same rod that was used on me, and it is because I love them and do not want them to go to hell. We as parents are going to have to give an account of the times we spared the rod and spoiled the child. We are going to have to answer for not doing what God has told us to do to our children.

The reason God said we send them to hell when we do not use the rod, is because if a child is unruly and disrespectful, then how can they hear the word of God. The reason the teachers can’t teach them is because they are unruly and disrespectful. The teacher tells them to answer a question, and they look at them like they are crazy. They tell them to be quit and they keep on talking because they are unruly and disrespectful.

And if they won’t hear the teachers at school, then guess what? They won’t hear the preachers at church. And God said faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. So if they can’t hear the word and accept the word, which is Jesus Christ, then hell awaits those who are spoiled by lack of the rod.

And there is also a thing called hearing by the rod. Yeah, when a baby is not able to understand speech. All we have to do is tap their hands. When they reach for something they have no business reaching for, all we have to do is tap their hands. We have not said anything, but they are hearing by the rod.

And God does us the same way, many times we find ourselves reaching for stuff we know we don’t need to mess with. And because He loves us so God taps us on the hand. And just like a child we reach for it again and again, and God keeps tapping us on the hand until we hear by the rod. And once we have been tapped enough we move on and do what thus saith the Lord.

Conclusion: 
And as I close let us remember the purposes of the rod. 1 to deliver, 2. to support, 3. to comfort and 4. to chastise. And every one of these purposes is born out of love. 

For Jesus is referred to as the Rod of Salvation. As Moses stretched out his rod to deliver the children of Israel from Egypt, Jesus Christ was stretched out on the cross that we might be saved and delivered from this sinful world.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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