Text: 
James 3:10-12 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?  Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.
      Subject: 
The Sweet & Sour Christian
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sisters we will examine the fact that sometimes we as Christians send mixed signals because sometime we are sweet and sometimes we are sour. But God tells us that this ought not to be. We should be either sweet or sour and not a mixture of the two.
Introduction:
 In fact many times when we come in the church we have to taste folk to see what flavor they are. They may have been sweet last Sunday, but this Sunday they may be sour. Last Sunday they was speaking, smiling praising the Lord, but this Sunday they won’t speak, mean mugging folk and won’t even clap their hands.


And when you ask them what is wrong, they always say nothing. But after today we will understand that they are just “Sweet and Sour Christians”.


And some of us are like Baskins and Robbins, we have 31 flavors and you just never know which flavor we are going to get. We all know some folk that you have to see what flavor they are each day, so you will know how to treat them. If they are sweet we know we can talk and work with them, on the other hand if they are sour we know to kind of leave them alone and give them some space to keep down confusion. Amen


But his ought not to be so with God’s people; we should be sweet all the times, so we can lead those that are sour to the Lord. Even if they are sour we should not get sour with them. Because sometimes we let other folk’s attitude rub off on us. Amen


Even when we are feeling sour, we should not speak sour. On our bad days, we should still have a smile and praises should be on our lips. 


The Sweet & Sour Christian

Now we can never be judgmental to those that are still struggling with the sour, because those of us who are sweet hadn’t always been sweet. Amen


It’s kind of like that candy the young folk like today, that is real sour on the outside, but after you lick off the sour, the rest of it is sweet. And all of us had to have some sour licked off of us. Oh we hadn’t always strived to live right, but over time we have laid off those sour attitudes and ways to become a sweet savor unto the Lord.


In Revelation 3:15-16 God says I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.


God wants us to be sweet or sour, but if we are sweet and sour, He will spit us out. Why because God does not like what we like. I know we like stuff that is sweet and sour. And these things are all right in the natural.


We have sour apples and sour grapes, and that sweet and sour flavor taste good to us.


We have that salad dressing named “Sweet and Sour” and it we put it on our vegetables and it taste good, don’t it. But that is in the natural. In the spiritual we ought to always be sweet.

           Text:   

James 3:10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

God is simply telling us we ought not to speak the word of God on minute and turn a round and speak evil. Our conversation ought to be consistent. In fact the word of God says we will know one another by our conversation.

James 3:11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?

If me and Pastor Johnson would preach the word on Sunday and come back the next Sunday and curse you out and talk about you like to stole something, I don’t believe many of you would keep coming to this church. Amen

And this is how the world is looking at us when we are not here, When we are out there they are looking for the same holiness and blessing they receive form us when we are at church. And when we do not give them that, then they have the right to label us as:

Sweet & Sour Christians

James 3:12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.

We simply cannot be something we are not. We cannot be spiritual without the Holy Spirit and we cannot be sweet with out sweet Jesus.

And what goes in must come out, sweet in sweet out, sour in sour out. Many of us are sweet and sour because we let the sweet in on Sunday, but Monday we take in the sour.

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion, let us examine ourselves daily and taste our selves before we leave the house and make sure we are sweet and not sour before we start our day. Because if we start sweet chances are we will end sweet.


And remember lets us be either sweet or sour, because God does not want us to be:


Sweet & Sour Christians
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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