Text: 
Hebrews 11:13-16 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
      Subject: 
There’s No Place Like Home
   Objective: 
My brothers and sisters today we want to use the word of God to confirm the saying that “There is no place like home”. For all of us have more than likely heard this phrase and some of us have even said “There is no place like home”.  And at the close of this message we will show you how to find your way home.
Introduction:
Now, first let us establish that the home that I will focus on today is not that home we will go to when we leave here today.  But rather the home I am talking about is that Heavenly Home, that Home where God resides. Amen!


And Amen, I know that our home is more comfortable to us that someone else’s. Amen We was out of town last weekend and we were glad to get back home to our bed. Because I don’t care how nice someone else’s home is, or how comfortable their beds are, there is still “No Place Like Home”.


I even remember when I left home for college, it did not take me long to realize that I had it pretty good at home. And even though I had started to manage out on my own. Still every now and then I would get to thinking about home. Because I don’t care where you go and what you do there is still “No place like Home”.

When I was coming up a lot of the songs we sang talked about going home. Songs like “This world is not my home”, “I’m going up yonder”, “One my way home”, Some glad morning”, I’m bound for Mt. Zion” and there is one in particular that I loved and it went, “The storm clouds are rising, let’s go home”. I don’t know about you but went I look at the news I see the storm clouds are rising. And we better start looking for another Home because this one is on the brink of destruction.

But it seems to me that we have become a people that have been so blessed, that we do not sing about going home anymore. Our ancestors had life a little harder than us, and those songs were sung because even though this life was hard they knew that there was a place of rest. In other words they knew this world was not their home. 

But now we don’t sing about going home much anymore, and maybe it’s because we have gotten comfortable with this world. We have fine home and cars now, we have good jobs, we can wear what we want when we want and just maybe the church has gotten comfortable with this world.

But Colossians 3:2 says Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

Matthew 6:20-21 says But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

I discovered one day that I had a heart condition; my heart was set on the treasures of this earthly home. Instead of seeking after God I was seeking after material things that the scripture declares these things were not going to last anyhow. 

And we as parents must be an example to our children, and show them that there is more to life that attaining stuff. 

Let’s call on a witness.

Luke 12:13-21 And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

My brothers and sisters the more we focus on the issues of life, the less we can focus on God and getting to our Heavenly home. And believe me “There is no place like this Home”! 

(Is there anybody in here on their way home?)

This world is truly not our home; we are but strangers passing through. And I remember them saying in the church of Old. “This is a tedious journey, and every now an then you come across another traveler, that is also on their way home. Amen!

Let’s look at our text:

Text:   

Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

It says here they confessed they were strangers and pilgrims, and some of us need to confess that we are strangers in this world. Because if we don’t confess that we are strangers then we are saying we are already at home. And I can’t speak for anyone else, but “this world is not my home, I’m just a stranger passing through”. 

Hebrews 11:14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.
Here we see that the scripture declares that they seek a country. Is there anybody here seeking a better place? Because I assure you if you are not looking you will not find it. Amen!

Folk that move from one house to another one had to first find another house, before they could move out of the old house. And believe me a home can’t find you, you have to find a home and:

There’s No Place Like Home

Hebrews 11:15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.
A key word here is mindful, and this simply means what is your mind full of. This scripture declares that if their mind was full of going back to the country the left, they might have returned there, but they have something else on their minds. 

And we as Christians we must renew or minds to think and dwell on spiritual and heavenly things. I remember when I mind use to be full of drugs, alcohol and partying. And these things represented the country I come from, but now I and headed to another country.

Hebrews 11:16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
My brothers and sisters there is a better country, there is a better place. And we must stay mindful of this place called Heaven and keep forward on our way home.

I am reminded of the children of Israel in the wilderness. The bible declares that they dwelled in tents until they made it to the promised land. They dwell in tents because they were constantly moving, and we as God’s people must keep moving forward until we make it home. And we can’t make it home sitting down on God!

Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion: John 14:2-3 says In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Many folk get excited about the mansion that is prepared for them, some are excited about getting to see their loved ones that have gone on before, some say they want to see the streets paved with gold, some are excited about seeing the pearly gates, but what I like about this scripture is when Jesus says “that where I am, there ye may be also”.

Is there anybody else that just wants to be where Jesus is? I have fallen in love with Jesus and when you fall in love with someone you want to be with them every chance you get. 

So you can have my mansion, you can even have my cattle on the hills, but just let me get to my Jesus, and then I will know I have made it home!

And finally, I can’t talk about home without telling you how to get there. And you can’t get home unless you know Jesus! 

(Do you know the way home?)

John 14:6 says Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

And I’m so glad that God loved us enough to send His Son Jesus down through 42 generations, to show us our way back home. For we had lost our way home in sin and were wandering the earth lost. But Jesus said, “I am come to find that which was lost”. 

I will be the first to admit that I was lost until I found the way home, and that was, is and will forever be Jesus Christ, the son of the Living God.

And I leave you with this, if you have not accepted Jesus Christ in your life, I urge you to do so today, while there is still time.

And if you have accepted Jesus Christ, I pray you set your affections on your Heavenly home, for truly:

There’s No Place Like Home
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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