          Text: 
John 8:1-11
      Subject: 
Throw Down Your Rocks
   Objective: 
In this text we will look at how sometimes we are quick to condemn others, when we to stand deserving punishment ourselves. We are quick to forget that we too had to be delivered from something.

Introduction:
These Scribes and Pharisees who brought this woman to Jesus represent church folk. Those that have so much religion they are no earthly good. They have all the law but no grace. We have folk like this in the church today. Preachers and deacons that all they want to do is beat folk over the head with the word, but never have a kind or understanding heart for the people. There is a time to be stern and a time to show compassion. We need to be trying to talk to folk and find out why they fell so we can keep them form falling again. But all we want to do is focus on the fact that they have fallen. We try to clean the fish before they are caught. You can’t clean the fish before it is in the boat. We want to clean folk up before they come in the church, we can’t do it. That’s why every time I see someone who is out of the church I don’t say anything to them about the word of God.

These rock throwers where ready to teach Jesus and this woman a lesson, but they ended up being taught a lesson. We have to be careful when we plan to do other folk harm. “You dig one ditch you better dig two” You throw a rock you better be ready to take a rock. Our problem is we can dish it, but we can’t take it. The scribes and Pharisees were lifted up in pride, but the bible says, “Let everyman who stands take heed lest he fall”. Sometimes we have power to stand over people not considering ourselves.

I.
They brought it her to the church  (Read v. 2-4)!
A. They wanted an audience for rock throwing time  

Jesus was in the temple teaching the folk and here they come interrupting no doubt good teaching for some mess. That’s how some folk use the church today. Folk don’t have anything good to say about anybody. They can tell you when you are doing wrong, but when you do some good they don’t have a word to say. And the bad part about it is they use God’s house to start some mess. They come to the church meeting with starting something on their mind.

These scribes and Pharisees brought this woman to the church because they knew that Jesus was there teaching folk. Folk want company when they make you look bad. It does them little good when there is no one else around.

B. Not for the woman’s sake

They did not even care enough about the woman to even know her name. They did not once mention her name. Do you know that a lot of folk don’t care enough about you to know your name? That’s why in slavery times all the men were called boy. The scribes and Pharisees did not even ask her what her name was. 

This lets us know that they were just after Jesus. They were simply using this woman to get to Jesus. We all have been used before, sometimes we found out and some folk have used us and we still don’t know we have been used. 

C. To find fault with Jesus

They wanted to tangled Jesus up in the law because he was teaching folk better than they could, He knew the law just as good as they did. I don’t care what you say but most folk don’t want anybody to be better than them. Some preachers don’t let certain preachers preach at their church because they feel they can preach better than them. Jesus was taking their thunder and they did not like it. So they devised a plan.

Note: that sometimes to find fault in other folk we put ourselves in fault. They caught this woman in the very act. But to catch folk you have to be there too. If I see you at the hotel with so in so, some one has the right to ask me why was I at the hotel. Sometimes we can’ say anything because we too are doing dirt. You see you have to be in the liquor store to see me getting drink. It must have been some other folk committing adultery too, but where were they. 

To show you how it was not about Jesus they did not bring the evidence they needed to condemn the woman, which was the man. It takes two to tango. Yet the man was not brought, because they were after Jesus. Now this man could have been a Pharisee or some one with high status in the community that they did not want exposed. And we still pick and choose whom we want to send to the slaughter. We don’t go and tell everytime we see someone doing wrong, if its our friend we look over it.

II.
They had a good plan, but against the wrong somebody (Read v. 5-6)! 
D. They planned to cross Him up in the law

They knew that if Jesus had said stone her he would break the law because no Jew under roman law could condemn anyone to death, this is why they had to take Jesus to Pilate, also if he had of condemned her it would have made him look insensitive to the sins of the people. Now this puts Jesus between a rock and a hard place so it seems. Yet these rock throwers did not know whom they were messing with.

E. Jesus ignored them (Read v. 6)!
In verse 6 we see that Jesus stooped down. I’m so glad that Jesus was not too high to stoop down. Some preachers are so high they can’t come down to see about the folk. If you ever feel like I’m too high then something is wrong. When the folk can’t talk to their pastor then they don’t have one. Jesus came down to their level to help them all.

He stooped down and with his finger we wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. Sometimes its best to just to keep quiet. Jesus already knew their motives; He knew they came to accuse Him. Some things folk say don’t even deserve a response. Sometimes we say more by keeping quite than giving them a so-called peace of our mind.

F. Jesus turned their plan against them (Read v. 7-9)!
After they kept asking for it, my Jesus rose up and said let he who has no sin cast first stone. And verse 8 says again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. Some may ask well why did He write on the ground. We must remember that man came from the ground. Amen. Now when Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground the first time, I believe He was getting to know the rock throwers.

You see God does not have to ask anybody about you. The ground speaks to Him, the four winds will tell on you. And the second time he stooped down and began to write, He was writing on the hearts of the rock throwers. That’s when they began to see themselves, and all I can see is rocks hitting the ground. And the bible says they left one by one. They came together they came as a group, but they left one by one. 

THROW DOWN YOUR ROCKS

The scribes and Pharisees were lifted up in pride, but the bible says, “Let everyman who stands take heed lest he fall”. Sometimes we have power to stand over people not considering ourselves.

And what I like about this picture is when all of them had left; no one was there but Jesus and the woman. You see when all is said and done you can’t depend on anybody but the Lord.

III.
  Their mistake was that they brought sickness to a Healer (Read v.10-11)
G. They did just what God wanted them to do

They brought a patient to the doctor. Sometimes folk do things for bad, but god will turn it to good. Many folk come to the church with mess on their minds and leave with Jesus on their mind. You see these rock throwers came one-way and left another. That’s what happens when you come in contact with the Lord. Folk are scared to go to church for fear of being changed, you are not going to be able to keep going to church and not be changed. If you keep hearing, eventually you are going to start doing.

H. After he treated her He gave her a prescription (Read v. 11)
Jesus told her like we should tell others, He said go and sin no more. He gave her the prescription to stay healthy. He gave her the remedy for her adultery. You see must understand that one sin leads to another. We start fornicating end up committing adultery. You see its sin that has many of us sick today. But Jesus is the only one that can heal us from our sickness.

Folk been trying to cleanse themselves for years and they can’t do it. We want to get it together then come to Jesus, but it is not going to happen.

He knew that she was guilty, but He just told her to go and sin no more. Thank God for grace and mercy.

Conclusion: 
We should learn from the mistake of the scribes and the Pharisees and not be quick to condemn those who are in need of help. Yet we ought to do like the rock throwers and take folk to Jesus. For just like He healed us, he is the only one that can heal them. And if we remember that we too live in glass houses, we won’t be so quick to throw rocks. You see these rock throwers wanted to throw rocks at this woman, but because of Jesus they could not. And many folk want to throw rocks at us, but because of Jesus they can’t. We all have wanted to throw a rock at someone and couldn’t, and it was because Jesus stood in the gap. If we never pick up a rock, then we won’t have to worry about throwing it down.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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