 Undercover Christians

Matthew 23:13-33

We have here an account of Jesus giving woes to the scribes and Pharisees. Now for those who may not know, a woe is simply a warning. Jesus is denouncing the scribes and Pharisees for their wickedness. The scribes and the Pharisees were the lawyers and the religious leaders of the community. They were the ones who knew the scriptures and taught or interpreted them to society.

Now, the scribes and the Pharisees in this text were hypocrites. Now we know that a hypocrite is like an actor on stage, one, which acts like someone, they really are not. A hypocrite also says one thing and does another.

Now the scribes and the Pharasees were undercover as well, the word undercover means to act or carry out in secret. Now we all of us have more than likely done something undercover or in secret. Whether we were somewhere we had no business and did not want anyone to see us, or with some one we shouldn’t have been with. See when you go through the back door and not the front, more than likely you are undercover. 

We have all seen a movie where the police officers go undercover. In fact there was very popular TV series called New York Undercover, in which the police officer went undercover, they wore regular street clothes, they got in with the criminals and at times they pretended to be criminals also. Now you have to be careful when you go undercover, because their have been some cases when the police officer stays undercover too long they actually become the criminal they were pretending to be. 

That’s why the UNDERCOVER CHRISTIAN should beware, for if you keep coming to church and pretending, something will eventually get a hold of them and they will find themselves being the Christian they were just pretending to be. If folk keep playing church, one day they will find themselves having church.

Now each of these woes (warnings) had a reason attached to them. For Jesus always had a reason and a purpose for everything he says and does, Amen. 

The scribes and Pharisees used religion as a cover to hide their real intentions and to make others think they were good folk. We still have folk today who go to church so folk will think they are decent people. 

Remember we are talking about (UNDERCOVER CHRISTIANS) 

We have politicians who don’t come to the church and claim to be Christians until it’s election time, but they are not coming because the want God’s help, they are coming because they want your help.

(Read Verse 13)!

Jesus warns them because he knew the scribes and the Pharisees new of His coming. They did not want to humble themselves and repent. They did not want to accept Jesus and they did not want anyone else to either. Now it’s bad enough to keep oneself away from Christ, but its even worst to keep someone else from him. See its bad enough for parents not to go to church, but when you have children you are also keeping them from God as well. When we do this as parents we cause little ones to stumble. There was a time when if the parents did not go, they still sent the children to church. 
By the scribes and the Pharisees not accepting Jesus for who He was, they were a hindrance to many others, who were simply following their leaders. You see many people did not believe in Jesus because their leaders did not. There are still so many folk who don’t lead good Christian lives, because their leaders don’t lead good Christian lives. 

There are a lot of folk who don’t go to church because they see that it has done nothing for you, you still live the same life you lived before you became a so-called Christian. You are still at the club, still getting high. A lot of folk are really looking for a way out. But because we are hypocrites, and proclaim Christ and yet are sinners, we cause those who want to come in to the church to look elsewhere.

When we proclaim to be a child of God, we must understand folk begin watch us, some are watching because they want you to succeed, while others want you to stumble and fall. Because when you stumble and fall back in the world, its make them fell better about themselves. 

When I announced my calling, folk began to watch. When I announced what God had spoke to me concerning New Faith, preachers began to watch. And many were wishing that we would fail and some still are. How what kind of Christian would want a church to fail?

UNDERCOVER CHRISTIANS

Sometimes we don’t want to admit it but, we do a lot of stuff simply because someone else does.  Most of us took our first drink, smoke, had sex just because our friends did. Amen. And the people were simply following the Scribes and the Pharisees because they were their leaders. Many children do things and were certain clothes because their idols or leaders do. The clothes we buy as parents, our children have seen them on someone else and this enticed them to want to wear the same things.

Now we as parents are the biggest leaders there are, when we do things, good or bad we are leading or children. We like to say do as I say not as I do, but actions speak louder than words and they can’t hear you when you are doing what you tell them not to. I told my son not to smoke, but because he saw me smoking, what I said did not matter. 

My father told me not to drink but because I saw him drinking a beer, I had me one too. Now I cannot blame my daddy, for I made the choice to drink. Every alcoholic had to take that first drink, but if he hadn’t took that first drink, he wouldn’t have wanted that next one. No one was born an alcoholic; no one was born a crack addict.  No one was born gay, that’s one of the biggest lies Satan ever told. We all make choices in life. We all have done some things we were told not to, but it was by our choice. Amen

We know that the scribes and Pharisees were caught up in traditionalism. Traditionalism is a funny thing. We still have folk who are racist because their parents were racist. And it’s not going to stop until some generation breaks the tradition. Folk are not born a racist they are taught how to be racist. And there are many racist who know its wrong, but if they stop being racist then they stand to lose what they have. There are folk that have gotten rich from being racist. And if they turn now, they stand to lose what they have.

Now this is what happened to the scribes and Pharisees, they did not want to break the tradition, because they were getting rich of religion.

(Read Verse 14)!

The 14th verse says they were taking women’s houses. What they were doing is using religion to get folk to trust them. It’s easy to take something from someone who trusts you. First of all they are not going to hide anything from you because they trust you, and when you do take something they are not going to believe you took it, because they trust you. 

There are a lot of folk over the years who have signed their life over to someone they trusted. Folk have been bamboozled out of land and money because they trusted someone else. Many of our ancestors lost everything they had, because they could not read and trusted someone else, and signed their possessions away to others. This is what the Scribes and Pharisees were doing to these widows. You see things really don’t change, the people just change. The world still has the same wickedness now it had then. 

Now it also says in verse 14, that they prayed long prayers, now Jesus doesn’t want you to think its wrong to pray long prayers, for we now that Jesus continued all night in prayer. But the scribes and the Pharisees were praying for show, so that the people would think that they were devoted to God, loved prayer and had God’s favor.  They were simply fronting so that folk would trust and respect them. I read up on them and many times they would fall asleep in the temple, praying long and meaningless prayers.

We still do it today, we have a long drawn out prayer for church, but when we get home, and no one else is around our prayers seem to get a little shorter. Sometimes we don’t even get on our knees we just get in the bed and say our prayers, don’t even feel like bowing down to acknowledge God. Sometimes we will even go to sleep saying our prayers, like the Scribes and the Pharisees. 
Now in verse 15, we see Jesus is telling them that they do not seek to convert people for the will of God, but for their own.  

(Read Verse 15)!  

A proselyte is a person who converts from one religion to another. And Jesus says when they converted that person; they made them twice as bad as they were. Now to get a person to convert from another religion to Christianity is not an easy thing to do yet is a very good work. For this is what we as Christians are to be about, finding souls, which are lost. We have a tendency not to say anything to folk who are Muslims or Jehovah’s witnesses. We say well at least they believe in something. But if you don’t have Jesus you do not know the truth, we are the one’s who are suppose to be witnesses to the truth. But so often we fall short of the task.

Now the scribes and Pharisees had turned religion into a business for their benefit. We see in verses 16 & 18. They had made it more preferable to the gold than the temple and the gift than the altar. This was to encourage the people to bring gifts to the altar from which they profited.

But Jesus set them straight, in verses 17 and 19. He said ye fools and blind, which is greater the gold or the temple, which sanctifieth it. And which is greater the gift or the altar that sanctifieth it. Now the scribes and the Pharisees knew what was right, but they could not profit from what was right.  They had the folk believing that it was better to bring gifts, the bigger the gift the better. God did not take use the gifts at the altar, they Scribes and Pharisees took these gifts. This is why they put more emphasis on the gifts that on repentance.

Its sad but we still have people who use religion and the word of God for their own benefit and glory. But I want you to know they are UNDERCOVER CHRISTIANS. They use religion for personal gain.

(Read Verse 23)!

In verse 23 we see the scribes and Pharisees observed the smaller duties but omitted the greater. They had no problem giving their tithes, but when it came to being fair, just they could not do it. We are the same way today, many of us don’t have a problem coming to worship service on Sunday, but when its come to getting to church early for Sunday school, staying for the evening program, coming to bible study, paying our tithes, then we fall short. But its not the easy things we do for the Lord that makes us good Christians, it’s that extra effort that we put forth, it’s our personal sacrifices that set us apart for God and show our true dedication to Christ.

You have to beg the UNDERCOVER CHRISTIAN to do something for the Lord.

Some of us are deep undercover. Many have been in the church for years and still don’t know the Lord. The Christian in the pulpit is the one that’s really deep undercover. And we must understanding that all who claim to be sent, are sent but not by God. We folk have folk in the church who are on a mission from Satan. Many have been undercover so long they are confused and think they are really on the other side.

(Read verse 25)

They were all for the outside and not for the inside of religion. See religion is first about what’s on the inside of a person.  Jesus used a cup and plate as an example, he said you clean the outside of the cup and platter, but the inside is still unclean. Now we all agree that is backward. Some of use will take a washed cup or plate out of the cabinet and still rinse is out. We don’t care so much about the outside, but we want the inside of that cup is clean before we use it. And that’s how God is with us he wants us to be clean on the inside. 

Now note that Jesus did not tell us not to be concerned with the outside, in verse 26 he said cleanse first that which is within the cup, then the outside of them may be clean also. If you get the inside straight the outside really doesn’t have a choice. Because we have Jesus on the inside, our clothes looks better on us than others. We can have on the same outfit, but because we are also clean on the inside, it shows on the outside. 

What we are on the inside is who we really are, a person can be the most beautiful on the outside, but when they open their mouths, they can turn out to be ugly because of what’s on the inside.

Especially in this day and time you can’t tell a person by their appearance. When people go out on that first date or they meet for the first time, most of the time that’s not what they look like or who they are. That’s how they want you to perceive them. Now when the women have that weave in their hair, them contact lenses in their eyes and makeup on their faces, they’re really UNDER COVER. Catch them first thing in the morning that’s how they really look. Amen

We men do the same stuff, take a lady out, we stop by the barber shop get us a fresh cut, cloths fresh out the cleaners, smelling good. But catch us through the week and you won’t even recognize us. Because we were UNDERCOVER. This is how the world sees us as Christians when we go to church on Sundays and cursing on Mondays. 

Some refer to it as a wolf in sheep’s clothing. But the problem is a wolf can’t stand to have wool on for long, because it eventually begins to itch. And when we itch we scratch. So all we have to do is watch for those in the church who are scratching and those will be the wolves in sheep’s clothing.

(Read verses 29 - 33)!

The scribes and the Pharisees pretended to respect and honor the prophets that were gone. They built their tombs and decorated their graves just to look like they were righteous. They also claimed that if they had been in the days of their fathers they would not have taken part in killing God’s prophets.

But Jesus said look at yourselves don’t judge your fathers. Here they were saying they would not have killed the prophets as their father’s did, all the while they were plotting to kill Jesus. They were angry with Jesus because He was about to put them out of business. He was getting ready to cut of their gifts and money. You want to make somebody mad you mess with their livelihood. You can mess with this and you can mess with that, but don’t mess with my money. (Can I get a witness?) Let your check be short and see don’t you check into it.

They were condemning what their fathers did, but could not see the error in their ways. And we too can find fault in others, but when it comes to us, seems like we need some help. 

Let us start using that word (woe). I understand that when you wanted the horse or mule to stop, you said (woe). We got to start telling one another to stop doing that which is ungodly. But some of us can’t say (woe) because someone needs to tell us (woe).
But we must start saying (woe) to ourselves first then unto our fellow man.  Most of the time when we see folk doing wrong we don’t want to say nothing. I’ll just pray for him. But sometimes we need to warn our brothers and our sisters, that the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life. 

The UNDERCOVER CHRISTIAN wants to talk about folk, but they don’t want to talk to them to help them see the error in their ways. They say things like the community isn’t what it us to be, she’s too young to keep having all them babies, he needs to get off them drugs. Every body knows what the problem is but nobody wants to help with the solution. No one wants to say anything to the person; we just want to talk amongst ourselves. 

Then in the 33rd verse he calls them a bunch of serpents and vipers, because they were lying to the people and poisoning the temples and religion. When you are referred to as a snake you’re being tied to the devil, who is the serpent of old.

Then he spoke of hell. Jesus often preached of hell. And some folk don’t want to hear about hell, everybody want to be told about heaven. But every now and then we need to keep hell on our minds, because it’s the fear of a fiery hell that helps to keep us on the straight and narrow.

(IN MY CLOSING)

I’m reminded of the three Hebrew boys, Shadrach, Meshach and Abendigo. See the three Hebrew boys could have went under cover and escaped the vengeance of King Nebuchanezzar. Yet they decided to be what was on the inside and it showed on the outside. See when you have truly been born again you don’t have to tell anybody, it will show on the outside and they will call you a Christian.

See all the Hebrew boys had to do was bow down to Old king Nebuchanezzar’s God and he would have set them free, yet they stood fast. Now this angered King Nebuchanezzar and he decided to make an example out of the three Hebrew boys, but you have to be careful when you try to make an example out of a child of God.  So the King Nebuchanezzar had them to fire up the furnace, if you know the story, the fire got so hot that it killed the men who were fueling the fire. Now old king nebuchanezzar knew that the furnace was hot on the inside if it was killing the men on the outside. 

Many would have changed their minds when they got o to the fiery furnace, But the three Hebrew boys, knew the God they served. For they told the King, even if God does not save us, we know that He is able.

So they threw the three Hebrew boys in the fiery furnace. Now this is the part of the story I like, Old King Nebuchanezzar couldn’t sleep; his conscience went to bothering him. So he went down to the furnace to take a look, and he said did we not throw three in the fire, yet I see a fourth and he must be, got to be the Son of God.

I don’t know about you but every now and then I feel like I have been thrown in the fiery furnace. When things are not going well in my life, when people despitefully misuse me, when they scandalize my name, when the bills are due and the bank account is through. Yet I’m comforted in knowing that Jesus is right there in the furnace with me keeping me from being consumed by the fire. 
It’s time for us to stop being an undercover Christian and stop putting on and pulling of when we walk through the doors of the church, for being a Christian is a way of life and not a 2 hour show on Sunday. We need to be an example like the three Hebrew boys and not be UNDERCOVER CHRISTIANS but we should wear our faith in God with pride.
We thank God for His word.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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