Text: 
1 Kings 17:8-16 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.  So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.  And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.  And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.

      Subject: 
When You Are Down To Nothing God Is Up To Something

   Objective: 
In this text we will examine the fact that many times we have to get to the bottom of the barrel before God can move in our lives. We will also come to the conclusion that the true man of God is in the image and likeness of God, and for that it is fitting to serve him the first cake.
Introduction:
 In this text we see that the prophet Elijah has heard from God, and his instructions are to go to a widow woman. And it may seem strange that God would send the prophet to a widow woman, because God had instructed the Levites who were the priest that they should not take a widow as there wives. And if you search the scripture you will find that widow woman was in a low class in society. But what I like about God is he used those whom the world has rejected. 


God loves the widow women, this is why we the church are to protect the widow’s from the world. There is another occasion in the bible where the widow woman is used. The woman that gave two mites in the offering was a widow woman. We remember this woman who gave all she had and Jesus said she was blessed because she gave her all while others gave out of abundance.


Notice these two widow women were down to nothing; But God was up to something.


Many times God has to wait until we come to the end of our resources before he can come and do a work in our lives. I imagine God kept check on this widow woman’s meal barrel and oil cruse daily. And when he saw that she had got down to the bottom of the barrel, He sent the man of God to her.


You see sometimes God has to let us lose our jobs, so our barrels can get empty. Here in this text a famine was in the land. God even had to make the brook dry up before He could the man of God to move. 

1 Kings 17:5-7 So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook. And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

Elijah had is made by the brook, until the brook dried up. I remember my brook, one day my brook dried up and like Elijah I heard a word from the Lord. But the brook had to dry up first; yeah I had to get down to nothing, to see that God was up to something.

Sometimes it is good for stuff to run out on us. If it wasn’t for stuff running out many of us will never go to the store. In fact Wal-mart is counting on us running out of something. They stock items we use daily, so when we run out we can come get some more. And God is like Wal-mart, He also stocks what we need daily. 

But what I like about God is we don’t ever have to worry about Him running out of something. Wal-mart may run out and have to wait on another shipment. But God keeps blessings on hand; Wal-mart may be fresh out of something. But God is never fresh out; He is always fresh but never out. Amen

Text:   1 Kings 17:8-9 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.


Notice her that God gave both of them commands. He not only spoke to Elijah, but he spoke to the widow woman as well. What we must understand is that our blessings are tied to ours’ and someone else’s obedience. 

If Elijah had not obeyed God and went to the widow woman, her barrel and cruse would have been emptied, and she and her son would have died. On the other hand when Elijah arrived, if the widow woman had not obeyed God and gave Elijah food and drink he would have died as well. So God here is showing us that we need each other.


Elijah’s and this widow woman’s blessing were intertwined. Meaning one could not be blessed without the other. You see they both were down to nothing, but God was up to something.


1 Kings 17:10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.


Look at God, when Elijah reached the city, the woman was at the gate waiting for him. The bible does not say this, but God must have told both of them what to look for. He must have told Elijah to look for a woman gathering sticks at the gate, and He must have told the widow woman when a man ask you for a drink of water, that’s the one. 


God always establishes a meeting place, and what I like about this woman and Elijah is they were both right on time. If Elijah hadn’t moved when God told him to move, then he would have missed the woman at the gate gathering sticks, if the woman had been slow in her chore of gathering the wood for the fire, then Elijah would not have seen her at the gate and would have wasted valuable time searching the city for her. (Elijah and the widow woman were one time for worship service, they were there at 11:00 not 11:30)


1 Kings 17:11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.


Notice the woman did not exchange words with Elijah; the bible simply says she went to fetch it. Many time the man or woman of God will asks us to do something in the church and we will sit and ponder it, pray about it, then say no. And Elijah had just asked for a little water, he did not ask for a gallon, or a bathtub full of water, just a little. And many times God just wants us to do little something in the church and we won’t do that, but we want Him to do something big for us.


1 Kings 17:12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.


Notice here that the woman responds by acknowledging God. She says “ As the Lord God liveth”. This further emphasizes that this woman knew God. And when you get the man and the woman of God together, touching and agreeing, there is no telling what’s liable to happen in the Lord.


One of the biggest problems in this area is that the men and the women won’t come together. The women are having their conferences, the men have their meetings and we are all getting down to the bottom of the barrel. When all we have to do is follow the example on Elijah and the widow woman and come together that our barrels will never empty.


1 Kings 17:12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.


Notice here at the end on this verse, this woman is giving up on life. She has not given up on God, but she has given up on life. There are many folk today who have decided to eat their last meal and die. They have lost all drive to better themselves, they have decided to live on what little they have and then die.


But Jesus did not come that we should have little, he came that we might have life and have life more abundantly. It is good to live off little, but God just wants us to live off a little for a while so we will know how to handle the much. He wants us to see the bottom of the barrel so we can give Him His glory.


A lot of folk can’t give God any glory because they have never run out of anything, so God could supply their need. As long as you have a full barrel, as long as you have something, God can’t do anything. As long as we have finances, its look what I bought, look what I did. Amen


1 Kings 17:13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.


Here Elijah encourages the woman first, he says “fear not”, then he instructs the woman to do as the started but bring him the first cake, then prepare for you and your son. First let’s get a cake understanding. This was not a 7up or a pound cake; it was just a little piece of corn bread. All they had was bread and water, no wine, soda, kool-aid, no molasses or syrup to go with it, just bread and water. And if you have ever been hungry, some crackers and water can taste good.


We want to focus on the fact that he told her to bring him the first cake. Lady Johnson is blessed and her barrel is never going to run out, because she fixes pastors’ plate first. Not Shaun’s but she fixes pastor Johnson’s plate first. The word of God is alive, and God is still blessing the same way he did in this text. The man of God ought to get served first. 


When we fellowship after the evening programs, it is by the word of God that the preachers plate are already fixed.

I remember momma and them talking about having to wait on Sunday until after the preacher had eaten his fill of the chicken, then what is left they could eat. And I also remember them saying they always had something to eat, might not have any money, but the barrel never got empty. (So let’s make sure the man and woman of God gets the first cake)
This was because they gave unto God first. This is will God said bring the first fruit of your labor. When we pay our tithes, we never run out, we see the bottom, but we always have a little in the barrel. 

1 Kings 17:14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.

Here Elijah is blessing the meal. The main reason we bless the meal is not because we don’t want to get sick it so we will be able to eat again. Every since Elijah blessed this meal we have continued to bless the food, because we don’t want the barrel to empty or for the brook to dry up. 

The word meal in this text refers to what we use to make bread, but regardless of what is on the table, we bless the meal. And this is because we understand that bread, which comes from the meal, is the staple of our diet. And as Christians we need our daily bread from the Lord, Amen

1 Kings 17:15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.

If we want to prosper, we must be obedient to the word of God. If we want food to stay on our tables, if we want to keep our jobs, our bank accounts, our car and homes. Then we must be obedient. God said in 1 Samuel 15:22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

And because this woman was obedient the scripture testify that her house was sustained for many days, while others around her died form the famine that was in the land.

1 Kings 17:16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.

God is faithful to His word. Because God said it not Elijah, the woman’s meal and oil never ran out. It doesn’t say that God filled the meal barrel and the oil cruse; it simply says it never ran out. Meaning that everyday they ate from that little that was blessed in the name of the Lord God.

God did not say he would fill our barrels, He says they will never run out. What God wants us to understand is that He will supply our needs; God wants us to depend on Him, and not our jobs, or our bank accounts.

God won’t fill up the barrel because he wants us to have a reminder of our need for him, until the famine is over. Many folk want God to drop a million in the account, instead of dropping a little here and a little there. But goes knows what’s best for us, some of us will see a million dollars but it won’t be all at one time. Some of us can’t handle a full barrel yet, “so he has to keep us down to nothing so we can see that God is up to something”.

Conclusion: 
And as I close, let us be encouraged that being down to nothing does not mean that you are at the end. It simply means that where we end God begins, and remember that God will make sure our barrel never empties as long as we are obedient to His will and give Him His first.


And lastly remember this, “When we are down to nothing God is up to something”

If you are down to nothing, Jesus is the only something you need, accept Jesus Christ as your personal savior, that you may have life and have it more abundantly. 

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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