Text: 
2 Chronicles 15:4 But when they in their trouble did turn unto the LORD God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them. 

      Subject: 
Where Is My Trouble?
   Objective: 
The word trouble is in the bible over 100 times. In this text and others we will examine trouble. For trouble is something we are all familiar with, for God said in Job 14:1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. No matter how young or old we are, we all know about trouble. Trouble is like a storm, either you are going in, in the midst or coming out of trouble. 

And we will also come to the conclusion that trouble is not our enemy.
Introduction:
 Again we are all familiar with trouble because we sing songs like “Trouble in my way, I have to cry sometimes, so much trouble”. We sing “some glad morning when this life is over, I’ll fly away”. We have a tendency to sing about our experiences. 


If you listen closely to the blues singers, you will see that they had they were catching the blues. The rappers are cussing and talking about having sex and getting high, because that’s their life experiences. If you want to know how a person feels listen to the songs they sing. If a person is troubled they sing about their troubles.


Where Is My Trouble?

             Text:
Remember the song “wade in the water”; the revelation in that song is why they were wading in the water. They were in the water because God had troubled the water. 

John 5:2-5 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.  In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.

When God showed me something in this scripture I had never seen before. God said the man was not waiting for the angel to come. He was there all those years waiting on trouble to come. The scriptures declared that the angel brought trouble to the water.

And we have been taught to run from trouble, but when we do we run from our healing, our deliverance and our blessings. God never told us to run from trouble, God said flee temptation. But we are so backwards we go to temptation and run from trouble that comes to strengthen us.

Another translation says, “the angel came and stirred up the water” How many know that you have to stir up the Kool-aid, you have to stir up the tea. All the ingredients were in the water for healing, but it had to be stirred up. If we don’t stir the ingredients in the tea and Kool-aid, it won’t taste right.

And this is why God sends trouble in our lives to stir up the gifts within us. God has given his children gifts, but we sometimes we get lazy and content and stop using the gifts and God has to send trouble before we will use the gifts for our benefit.

Like this man laying at the pool, we ask God for healing, and deliverance, but when God sends trouble to give us what we have asked him for, we run. Then we go back to God and ask Him, why hasn’t he healed us, why haven’t you delivered me from this mess I’m in, or why haven’t you prospered me according to your riches and glory.

God says stop running from me. If you are in the body of Christ and you are running from your troubles you are running from God. God said ‘”stand still and watch the salvation of the Lord”. Trouble works for God, and trouble can’t get to you unless God says so.

Let’s call Job as a witness to trouble.

Job 1:1 starts as such; there was a man in the land of Uz, who God said was perfect and upright. And one day Satan went to God and asked for the hedge of protection to be removed. You see Satan can’t do anything to the body of Christ, God don’t allow. So when you get the revelation that trouble works for the lord and not Satan then you can have peace with your troubles.

Job will agree with us when we say, “I’m so glad that trouble don’t last always”. Because when trouble came it took, but when it left it left something greater behind. Trouble took Job’s family and hid fortune, but it never took away his fear of God.

Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: 

Anybody want to go to the next level? Job says you have to go through some trouble. Before trouble came Job was a millionaire, but because Job stayed faithful, trouble left him a billionaire.

Trouble comes to leave us something, instead of running from our trouble. We need to start asking Where Is My Trouble?
Trouble comes as a test. Job passed his test with flying colors. And the score we make on the trouble test determines the blessing that follow. And if you are faced with the same trouble, then you have not passed that trouble test.

The reason the church is experiencing growth now is because the world has begun to persecute us. Throughout history, whenever the church experienced trouble it grew. And this is why the Apostles and the early church were always in trouble because God was growing His church.

If you study the book of acts, you will se that the Apostle’s stayed in trouble and this trouble made them stay keen and alert at all times. Trouble kept their gifts stirred up, so they could do ministry. Show me a minister that has no trouble and I will show a minister that is not doing the work of the Lord.

Let’s call on Paul and Silas

Acts 16:16-26 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:  The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which Shew unto us the way of salvation. And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour. And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans. And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.
Trouble got Paul and Silas put in Jail, but trouble stirred up the gifts of prayer and praise, and the gifts broke the bands and set them free. Now the praise broke the chains, but it was the trouble that brought the praise. 

God is looking for some troubled folk with some anyhow praise.

Where Is My Trouble?

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:
We sing the song, “nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen” but I want to serve notice that someone else does know the trouble you’ve seen. We are never in trouble by ourselves. We say to ourselves they don’t understand, but God always has someone who does understand our troubles.

I am convinced that God has someone for your benefit, if you make yourself available for someone else’s benefit. But our problem is we want help in our troubles, but we don’t want to help anyone else in their troubles.

Conclusion: 
Let us close with our original text: 

2 Chronicles 15:4 But when they in their trouble did turn unto the       LORD God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them.

Israel had to experience trouble over and over. And it was in the trouble that they were able to see their sins, turn from them, seek God’s face and be redeemed. There is some trouble we all have to endure to become partakers and joint heirs with Christ. 

Must Christ bear the cross alone and the world go free? No there is a cross for everyone and there is one for me.

Where Is My Trouble?

Someone is in trouble right now… and need Jesus Christ to save your soul from an everlasting trouble in Hell!

Someone is in trouble right now… and need the man and woman of God to pray with you!

Someone needs to come and repent that they have turned from God and want to be restored.

Whatever troubles you’re experiencing God says you can come. For Jesus said, Whosoever will let him come.
We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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