Text: 
Matthew 2:1-5 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,

      Subject: 
Where Is Baby Jesus?
   Objective: 
Today my brothers and sisters, we will play the role of the wise men and search for Baby Jesus. And in order to find something one must first search. Amen We will also find out that these men were called wise, because wise folk look for Jesus to worship him and give Him gifts, but the foolish King Herod searched for Jesus to kill Him. And there are still folk today who are wise and search for Jesus to worship Him, yet there are the foolish that still look for Baby Jesus to kill him.
Introduction:
We will also find out that these men were called wise, because wise folk look for Jesus to worship him and give Him gifts, but the foolish like King Herod searched for Jesus to kill Him. And there are still folk today who are wise and search for Jesus to worship Him, yet there are the foolish that still look for Baby Jesus to kill him.

           Text:   
At this time of year it is common to see the nativity scene, which shows Mary, Joseph, the Wise men, the animals, and Baby Jesus laying in the manger. Now usually the nativity scene is outside in the yard or outside in front of the church. Folk don’t have a problem with Jesus being on the outside, but who will let Him on the inside?

These men were considered wise because they searched for God. How many of us today are looking for the Lord? My Bible says wisdom comes from God. So in order for these men to be considered wise, they must have known God. Amen


These wise men or (Magi) were astrologers, meaning they read the stars. And the stars belong to God. And in this text God used the stars to speak to these men. God hung the stars and the moons, and we know that God made everything for a purpose, and that purpose is that He might be glorified. Amen.


So it is obvious that God would speak to these men in a language they understood, which was the stars. And God being God knows what language we speak. If you are a whoremonger, God may send a prostitute that speaks your language. If you are a doctor he may send a nurse to give you a word. If you speak Ebonics, God knows Ebonics. When God spoke to these men by the stars He knew this was their language. And we must understand that God knows our language.

And we know that these men were guided to Baby Jesus by a star. Know everybody did not see this star, because it was only meant for the wise men to see Jesus at his birth. Sometimes God will show you something nobody else can see. I can’t see your star and you can’t see mine. But we all have a star to follow. Because if folk could see it your star then they would try to get there and kill what God showed you before you could reap the benefits. (We are talking about King Herod now).

Proverbs. 29:18 Says Where there is no vision the people perish…what these wise men had was a vision. And God is still giving men visions today. And a vision is like this shining star that led theses wise men to baby Jesus. And we too must follow our star that we may find what God has for us.

And every body has an imagination, but everybody does not have a vision. Remember everyone could not see the star, only the wise men with the vision could see the star. If someone comes up to you and says God gave me a vision you gave me $1000.00. Better pray about that one, that might be an imagination.


Where Is Baby Jesus?

(Read v. 3-4)!

Herod wanted to know where Baby Jesus was too. But he had a different motive. And Herod represented evil, and he wanted to keep baby Jesus in the manger. He wanted to keep Jesus a baby, because he knew a baby could not save the world. A baby could not heal the sick, a baby could not raise the dead, a baby could not feed the five thousand, a baby could not carry the cross, and a baby could not save the world.

And this is what Satan does today; he tries to kill us in our infancy stage. Satan wants to catch you in the manger, when we are defenseless. But God protects us as He did Baby Jesus, until we are able to walk and fulfill our purpose. 

This is why babes in Christ, are attacked so, because Satan knows if he stand a better chance of defeating a baby rather than to let you grow into a strong warrior for the Lord.

When Kingdom Connections was birthed, Herod sent out a decree to find and kill us. Because he knew if he could kill us in the manger, then we could fulfill our purpose in this area.

Because King Herod could not see the star and therefore he did not know where Baby Jesus was, so therefore he just went on a killing spree and ordered all male children to be killed. And Satan is on a killing spree in this day and time. I see babies being slaughtered everyday. And when I say babies, I mean babes in Christ., those who have just been born again.

Herod was not concerned about the babies born in other nations. He was only concerned about this one baby that was born of the Jews. 

Satan is not trying to kill babies born in the world, for they already belong to him. But he is trying to kill those who are born of the spirit. He is looking for the babes in Christ. This is why it is so important that we that are strong in the Lord protect those that are in the infancy stage, because they can’t protect themselves from the adversary.

And Jesus was the first to be born of the spirit. For Mary knew no man, but Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Amen So it is those born of the spirit that Herod wanted to slaughter then and still does today.

Now when these wise entered the stable, they had to ask where is Baby Jesus. Even though they knew they were in the right area, they still had to be directed to Baby Jesus. 

Many folk are in the right area, they are in the church Amen they are in the vicinity of Jesus, but because of pride and rebellion they will not allow their Pastors and Elders to show them where baby Jesus is. 

You see there was more than one manger in the stable. So Joseph had to direct them to the right manger. Many folk have been led to the wrong manger and Baby Jesus was not there.

And when these wise men got to the right manger, they had to look in the manger. You see we have to look inside the manger. What do you mean preacher? We all are mangers. Our bodies represent the manger and in order to see the Jesus in you, I have to look on the inside. We are always judging folk from the outward appearance. But its what is on the inside that really matters.

We also know that the wise men gave treasure and gifts. And when we find baby Jesus we ought to have a gift as well and that gift should be our bodies. Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

We all should present our bodies to Jesus, not only as a gift , but also as a sacrifice.

(Read v. 1-2)!

Where Is Baby Jesus?

Now when the wise men found Jesus they said, “For we come to worship Him”. They did not say lets pray; they did not say let us singsongs or sing a hymn. They just wanted to worship Baby Jesus. How many of us can say that we come that we might worship him? Worship is a way of life; it is not something we do at 11:00 AM on Sunday morning.

We have folk in the church who say they found Baby Jesus, but yet they still do not worship Him. Oh they know the church lingo, they can say Amen, can lead a Hymn. But they don’t have a clue as to how to worship the Lord.

Where Is Baby Jesus?
God said that He will no longer write on tablets and scrolls, but he will write His word in the hearts on men. And we know that Jesus is the word, so therefore Baby Jesus is no longer in the manger, but He is now in our hearts.
When I look at my wife I don’t see Lady Ross, I see Baby Jesus. When we look in on our children, we shouldn’t see them we ought to see Baby Jesus.

When I look over the church today, I see Baby Jesus sitting in the pews. (Look at somebody and say Hey Baby Jesus)
Conclusion: 
And as I close, At Christmas time folk seem to be looking for Baby Jesus at Wal-Mart, but He is not there.

Some are still looking in the manger, but Baby Jesus is not there.

Some are looking for Him at the biggest church with the tallest steeple, but He is not there.

They are standing around the cross; But Jesus has left the cross.

They even sent somebody to check the grave again, but Baby Jesus is not there.

And when someone ask the question. Where Is Baby Jesus?
We can look them in the eye and tell them he is no longer wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in the manger, but Baby Jesus now lives in me.

Paul said it best in: Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

My brothers and sisters, Baby Jesus will not be found in a manger, but for those who seek after him, he will be found in the heart of a born again believer.

So if anyone ask you “Where is baby Jesus, you should be able to tell them He lives in me!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to faithfulness. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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