Text: 
Luke 23:33-43 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.  Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself. And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

      Subject: 
Which Cross-Are You On?
   Objective: 
In this text today we will look at the fact that we all bear a cross, the only question is which cross are we bearing? Are we on the cross with the thief that repented and asked Jesus to remember him or are we on the cross with the thief that did not repent and mocked our Lord and Savoir Jesus Christ.
Introduction:
 Today, let us examine ourselves to see which cross we are really on. The bible teaches us that we cannot serve two masters. And it stands to reason that we cannot hang on both of these crosses, either we are for Christ or we are against Him. Either we are repentant or unrepentant. 

The scriptures plainly show that there were two thieves, one on the right and one on the left of Jesus. We have seen these three crosses many times before in pictures, in movies, on church signs and marques’, yet sometimes the significance of these three crosses escapes us.

The fact that they are thieves represents sin and death, for Satan and death are spoken of as thieves. Satan comes but to kill, steal and destroy and death comes like a thief in the night. Both of these thieves represent us, for some of us accept Jesus and some of us don’t. Some of us mock God and some of us repent. 

The questions is:


Which Cross-Are You On?

Text:   First,

I. We must realize that sometimes we are just plain ignorant.

Luke 23:33-34 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.  Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.
A. They thought they were doing the right thing.

We look upon those that killed Jesus harshly. But they were just like we were before we, accepted Christ and began to know the truth. They were ignorant. That’s why Jesus said “Father forgive them for they know not what they do”. And I’m so glad that Jesus prayed that prayer, for when he prayed this prayer it was not only for those that crucified Him, but this prayer was also for us today. Father forgive them for they know not what they do. 

When I thought I was doing the right thing and I wasn’t this prayer gave me grace. Some of us are committing sins that we think are all right, but it is because we are ignorant to the consequences of our sins. Sometimes I don’t think we really believe God when He said the wages of sin is death. Yet, there is a saying, that the ignorance of the law is no excuse. Just because you did not know it was wrong don’t mean you are going to be punished. Just because you did not know the speed limit, does not stop the police form giving you a ticket.

B. We too must pray for those who are ignorant

When folk crucify us, when folk mistreat us, like Christ we must also pray for them. I know it’s hard to pray for those who do us wrong, but we must. When folk curse us out we have to say Father forgive them for they know not what they do. When folk lie on us we must say Father forgive them for they know not what they do. Some may say well, they know what they are doing. They know they cursed me out, they know they lied on me. What do you mean they know not what they do? Being ignorant does not mean you don’t know what you are doing. Being ignorant means that you are not aware of the consequences of what you are doing. 

If the priest had known who Jesus was they never would have crucified Him. Yet because of their ignorance they proceeded to crucify Jesus not knowing what was going to happen. This is called ignorance, or not knowing what you are going.

C. We must realize that if we are ignorant then we spread ignorance 

Luke 23:35-37 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.

We see here that the soldiers and the by-standers were also mocking and slandering Jesus on the cross. This ignorance on their behalf in part belongs to the priest; you see the folk were following what the priest had started. Even Pilate was doing what the priest wanted. So you see the priest were spreading their ignorance upon other folk. We too do the same thing, we as preachers spread our ignorance upon our sheep, and sometimes the folk are ignorant to the fact, because the preacher is ignorant to the fact. We have to be very careful whom we follow. For we see in this scripture that the men of God can be ignorant to some things too. We just can’t believe everything the preacher say. We have to study for ourselves, lest we find ourselves like theses folk standing around the cross, ignorant because we are following ignorant folk.

II. Everyone must know that this was the King of the Jews. 

Luke 23:38 And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

A. (Three) Languages for all to bear witness

In this area you spoke either all or one of these three languages. They still were ignorant to what they were doing. But this was God’s way of letting everybody know that this was the messiah. The Greek, the Latin and the Hebrew, could not say they did not know. And this is what the word of God does for us today. The bible has been translated in every language on the earth. So there is no excuse to be ignorant of God’s word, if you do not know, it is because you choose to be ignorant. We even have the bible on tapes & cd’s now, for those of us who can’t read, there is no excuse.

B. We have the choice to be on either cross

Luke 23:39-40 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?

The one thief chose to die, while the other chose to live. One thief mocked Jesus and told Him, if you are the messiah, then save yourself and us. But because he lacked the knowledge of who Jesus was, because of his ignorance he made the wrong choice. And no doubt about it we know where this thief went when he died. Yet it was his choice to bear this cross. And we too have a choice to be on one cross or the other.

Which Cross-Are You On?
I am so glad that I was delivered from my ignorance and now I’m bearing the right cross. Amen I’m with the repentant thief. I’m still a thief, but that stuff I stole, God said don’t worry about that. Just don’t steal anymore.

C. We must fear God to be delivered from ignorance

Proverbs tells us that the fear of God is the beginning of knowledge. The repentant thief rebuked the ignorant thief and asked him, dost thou not fear God. He said here you are about to die and you are still doing evil, you are still messing with folk. 

And many of us are on our way out, ought to be asking for forgiveness, but are still being contrary to the word of God. And a lot of elderly folk are in the same predicament. Elders of the church are like this thief on the cross, they are on their way out, yet they are still starting confusion in the church, they are still spreading envy and strife amongst the church. Do we not fear God? Or are we simply on the wrong cross?

Which Cross-Are You On?
III.  Like the repentant thief we must realize that we are     deserving of punishment 

Luke 23:41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.

A. Jesus suffered our due punishment

Not only was Jesus suffering for the repentant thief, but He was also suffering for the unrepentant thief. For if Jesus had not died for all, then all would be lost. But I’m so glad that Jesus knew I was going to sin, but his blood covers my sins. You see I’m not a drug addict anymore, because of the blood of Jesus. 
Jesus had done nothing to deserve such torture. Crucifixion was given to the worst of criminals. Yet we know that Barabas a known murderer, whom by law deserved crucifixion, was set free. This too has meaning for us today. Even though we are low down and dirty and no doubt deserving punishment, the blood of Jesus set Barabas free and the blood of Jesus is still setting us free today. Thank God for the blood of Jesus!

B. The repentant thief had a simple prayer 

Luke 23:42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

He simply said Lord remember me. And every time we go down on our knees to pray. When we’ve said all we are going to say, all we have really done is said Lord remember me. It was not just the words out of his mouth, but it was his repentant heart that saved him. This thief had been a sinner all his life, but at his death he was blessed to be crucified the same day as Jesus. And because he feared God and accepted Jesus, he was saved on that day. And that in itself ought to encourage the world to know that it’s not too late to bear the right cross. It’s not to late to get on the right side of Jesus. 

We were born in this world on the wrong side of Jesus, but all we have to do is change sides and get on the right cross, Amen?

C. Remember that there are only two crosses 

One cross leads to eternal paradise and the other leads to eternal damnation.
Luke 23:43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Notice Jesus only responded to the repentant thief. Even though they both spoke.  Even at His death Jesus was still giving us an example. Just because people mock you and talk about you, does not mean you have to respond. 

There is a saying “If you can’t say anything good, then don’t say anything at all”. 

Jesus told the repentant thief  “Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Yet He did not tell the unrepentant thief he was going to hell. 

Which let’s us know we do not have to tell folk to go to hell. They have already made their choice to be on the wrong cross. The question is:

   Which Cross-Are You On?

I wasn’t there when Jesus went to Hell to set the captives free, but I believe the unrepentant thief saw Jesus and wanted to repent, but then it was too late.
Conclusion: 
And as I take my seat, Today was a day to examine oneself. For none of us can bear each other’s cross. And we must remember this “No cross, No crown”. We all are hanging on the cross the only question is:

 Which Cross-Are You On?

We Thank God for giving us His Son Jesus. And May God Bless continue to bless us all!

INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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