Text: 
2 Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
Subject: 
Your Outlook Determines Your Outcome

 Or 
To Come Out you have to Look Out

Objective: 
In this text we will examine the fact that many times we can’t get out of a situation because we can’t see out way out, because most of the time we are looking or focusing on the wrong things. We will also come to the conclusion that, we can’t focus on what is around us, we must focus on what is ahead of us to move forward.
Introduction:
 I remember when we first organized and for a while it was just Lady Ross and me. Because God had showed us the unseen, this motivated us to keep moving. While others would get discouraged because as time kept going is what still just a few of us, me and Lady kept moving forward because we were focusing on the unseen. 

And at times I would tell them of the people that I saw sitting in the pews, and this big circle we would have when we have communion.  Now at the time these people were not seen in the natural, yet they were real. Just because you don’t see it does not mean it is not so. 

I said that to say this, when God has shown you something He is going to give you or do for you, don’t let what you see now, discourage you from believing what is to come.

You see it is easy to let the situation and circumstances around us, discourage us. This is why it is important for us to look out; we have to look beyond our present to see our future. Our present represents the seen, our future represents the not seen. 

It is a very common truth, and we hear it all the time, you can’t get to your future until you let go of the past, and that is true. Yet our present can also keep us from our future. 

Well what do you mean? There are some of us in here right going through some kind of situation, and we can’t deal with nothing else because we are too consumed with the issue at hand. So that is your present keeping you from your future.

When are upset with someone or we don’t like someone, we do our best not to look at them. There have been times when we did not want to look at our spouses, our children or our friends, because we were not pleased with them. And need to do the same thing with our situations that do not please us, if you do not like what you are in, then just stop looking at it. Amen
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Let’s look at our text:

           Text:   

2 Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

The things, which are seen, are natural or physical, and all you need is natural eyes to see what is seen. Yet the things, which are not seen, are supernatural or spiritual and one must develop spiritual eyes to see what is not seen. 

Notice it says that the things, which are seen, are temporal or temporary. And we must understand that what we are going through right now, be it good or bad, is only temporary, meaning it is not going to last. So sometimes we need to take the attitude of just weathering the storm. 

We sing the songs, like I’m so glad that trouble don’t last always, but when trouble comes, it’s like we forget the song!

To see what God sees, we have to look at it how God looks at it. And we know that God is a Spirit so in order to see as God sees we have to get in the Spirit, Amen!
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Conclusion: 
And in my conclusion we must understand that our help, our confidence and our peace of mind, will come from that which is not seen.


Let’s close with:


2 Kings 6:15-17 And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?  And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

You see the servant was afraid because he was only seeing the seen or the natural. Yet Elisha was at peace and confident because he was looking at the not seen or the supernatural.


But here is what I like about this passage the most. Elisha did not pray that the angels would come to their rescue, he only prayed that his servants eyes would be open so he could see, why because their help were already there. 


And God wants us to know today that He is already there with you in your situation. And God said in Romans 8:31. If I be for you who can be against you?

And remember our thought is:

Your Outlook Determines Your Outcome

Or 

To Come Out you have to Look Out
INVITATION:  

If you have not accepted Jesus as your lord and Savior, now is the time. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

And Jesus is still calling us to repentance. And Jesus says whosoever will let him come.

We thank God for his word!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Keith Ross
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